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THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
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THE OLD TESTAMENT. 


I. PRIMEVAL TIME. 
1. THE CREATION OF THE WORLD. 


(Genesis 1.) 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. And 
the earth was waste and void; and darkness was upon the face of 
the deep: and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 

1. And God said, Let there be light; and there was light. 
And God divided the light from the darkness, and called the light 
Day, and the darkness He called Night. And there was evening 
and there was morning, one day. 

2. And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of 
the waters: and it was so. And God called the firmament Heaven. 
And there was evening and there was morning, a second day. 

3. And God said, Let the waters under the heavens be gathered 
together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was 
so. And God called the dry land Marth; and the gathering to- 
gether of the waters called He Seas. 

And God said, Let the earth put forth grass, herbs yieldin 
seed, and frwit-trees bearing fruit after their kind: and it was so. 
And there was evening and there was morning, a third day. 

4. And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of heaven 
to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and 
for seasons, and for days and years: and it was so. God made the 
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: 
He made the stars also. And there was evening and there was 
morning, a fourth day. 

5. And God said, Let the waters swarm with swarms of living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth in the open firmament 
of heaven. And God created the great sea-monsters, and every 
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living creature that moveth, and every winged bird after its kind: 
and God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, 
Be fruitful, and multiply. And there was evening and there was 
morning, a fifth day. 

6. And God said, Let the earth bring forth living creatures, 
cattle, and creeping things, and beasts of the earth after their kind: 
and it was so. 

And God said, Letus make man in our image, after our like- 
ness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the birds of the heavens, and over the cattle, and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 
And God created man in His own image, in the image of God created 
He him. 

And God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was 
very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
stath day. , 

%. And the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the 
host of them; and He rested on the seventh day from all His work. 
And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it. 


Psalm 111. 2: The works of Jehovah are great, sought out of all 
them that have pleasure therein. 


Psalm 100. 3: Know ye that Jehovah, He is God: It is He that hath 
made us, and we are His: We are His people, and the sheep of His 
pasture. 

CATECHISM. 


56. What is the meaning of: God is the Almighty Maker?—God 
created heaven and earth by the power of His almighty word. 


2. IN PARADISE. 


(Genesis 2.) 


1. And Jehovah God formed man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became 
a living soul. And Jehovah God planted a garden eastward, in 
Eden. And out of the ground made Jehovah God to grow every 
tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of 
life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge 
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of good and evil. And Jehovah God took the'man and put him 
into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And Jehovah 
God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou 
mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die. 

2. Out of the ground Jehovah God formed every beast of the 
field, and every bird of the heavens; and brought them unto the 
man to see what he would call them. And the man gave names tc 
all cattle, and to the birds of the heavens, and to every beast of the 
field; but for man there was not found a help meet for him. Ana 
Jehovah God said, It js not good that the man should be alone; I 
will make him a help meet for him. And Jehovah God caused a 
deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; and He took one of 
his ribs, and made a woman, and brought her unto the man. And 
the man said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh. 
Therefore shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall 
cleave unto his wife. 


I. John 5. 3: For this is the love of God, that we keep His com- 
mandments: and His commandments are not grievous. 


Ephesians 1. 4: Even as He (God) chose us in Him (Christ) before 
the foundation of the worid, that we should be holy and without blem- 


igh before Him in love. 
CATECHISM. 
62. Which is the principal creature on earth?—The principal crea- 
ture on earth is man, created in the image of God, so that he might 
know God and live in blessed communion with Him. 


3. TEMPTATION AND DISOBEDIENCE + 
ADAM AND EVE. 


(Genesis 3.) 


1. Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field 
which Jehovah God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, 
hath God said, Ye shall not eat of any tree of the garden? And 
the woman said unto the serpent, Of the fruit of the trees of the 
garden we may eat: but of the fruit of the tree which is in the 
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midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither 
shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the 
woman, Ye shall not surely die: for God doth know that in the day 
ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as 
God, knowing good and evil. 

2. And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be 


desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did 
eat; and she gave also unto her husband with her, and he did eat. 
And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked; and they sewed fig-leaves together, and made them- 
selves aprons. And they heard the voice of Jehovah God walking 
in the garden in the cool of the day: and the man and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of Jehovah God among the trees of 
the garden, And Jehovah God called unto the man, and said unto 
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him, Where art thou? And he said, I heard Thy voice in the - 
garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. 
And He said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou 
eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldst 
not eat? And the man said, The woman whom Thou gavest to be 
with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And Jehovah God 
said unto the woman, What is this thou hast done? And the 
woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 


eS 3. And Jehovah God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast 
done this, cursed art thou above all cattle, and above every beast 
of the field; and upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou 
eat all the days of thy life: and I will put enmity between thee and 
the woman, and between thy seed and her seed: he shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. Unto the woman He said, Thy 
desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. And 
unto Adam He said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice 
ot thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, 
saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; 
in toil shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns also and 
thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of 
the field; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou 
return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust 
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 
And Adam called his wife’s name Hve,; because she was the 
mother of all living. And Jehovah God made for Adam and for 
his wife coats of skins, and clothed them. And Jehovah God sent 
Adam forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from 
whence he was taken. So He drove out the man; and placed at 
the garden of Eden the Cherubim, and the flame of a sword which 
turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life. 
Romans 5. 12: As through one man sin entered into the world, and 


death through sin; and so death passed unto all men, for that all 


sinned. 
CATECHISM. 


63. Did man remain in this blessed state?—No; our first parents 
were by satan led astray from God. 


% 


4. CAIN AND ABEL. 


(Genesis 4.) 


1. Adam and Eve had two sons, the one was called Cain and 
the other Abel. Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of 
the ground. And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain 
brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto Jehovah. And 
Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat 
thereof. And Jehovah had respect unto Abel and to his offering: 
but unto Cain and his offering He had not respect. And Cain was 
very wroth, and his countenance fell. And Jehovah said unto 
Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? 
If thou doest well, shall it not be lifted up? and if thou doest not well, 
sin coucheth at the door; and unto thee shall be its desire; but do. 
thou rule over it. 

2. Cain told Abel his brother. And it came to pass, when 
they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, 
and slew him. And Jehovah said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy 
brother? And he said, I know not: am I my brother’s keeper? 
And He said, What hast thou done ? the voice of thy brother’s blood 
crieth unto Me from the ground. And now cursed art thou from 
the ground, which hath opened its mouth to receive thy brother’s 
blood from thy hand; when thou tillest the ground, it shall not 
henceforth yield unto thee its strength; a fugitive and wanderer 
shalt thou be in the earth. And Cain said unto Jehovah, My 
punishment is greater than I can bear. Behold, Thou hast driven 
me out this day from the face of the ground; and from Thy face 
shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive ay a wanderer in the 

earth; and it shall come to pass, that whosoever findeth me will 
slayme. And Jehovah said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth 
Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And Jehovah 
appointed a sign for Cain, lest any finding him should smite him. 
And Cain went out from the presence of Jehovah, and dwelt in 
the land of Nod, on the east of Eden. 

_ 3. Jehovah gave Adam and Eve another son and Eye called 
lis name Seth: For, said she, God hath appointed me another seed 
instead of Abel; for Cain slew him. And to Seth there was born 
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a son; and he called his name Hnosh. Then began men to call 
upon the name of Jehovah. noch was also a descendant of Seth. 
And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: 
and Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. 
Adam died when he was 930 years old. Methuselah, the son of 
Enoch, was the oldest man that ever lived; he attained the age of 
969 years. Methuselah’s son was called Lamech. Lamech also had 


a son, and he called his name Noah (Comfort), saying, This same 
shall comfort us in the toil of our hands, which cometh because of 
the ground which Jehovah hath cursed. 

Hebrews 11. 4: By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent 


sacrifice than Cain. 
Genesis 9. 6: Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood 
be shed: for in the image of God made He man. 
CATECHISM. 
19. Rehearse the Sixth Commandment.—Thou shalt not kill. 


5. THE DELUGE. 


(Genesis 6 and 7.) 


1. And it came to pass that men began to multiply on the face 
of the ground. And Jehovah saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart was evil continually, and Jehovah said, My Spirit shall 
not strive with man forever, for that he also is flesh: yet shall his 
days be a hundred and twenty years. 

2, Noah, however, found favor in the sight of Jehovah, for 
he was a righteous man, and perfect in his generation. And God 
said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before Me; for the 
earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will de- 
stroy them with the earth. Make thee an ark of gopher wood; 
rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and 
without with pitch. And this is how thou shalt make it: the 
length of the ark three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cu- 
bits, and the height of it thirty cubits. A light shalt thou make 
to the ark, and to a cubit shalt thou finish it upward; and the door 
of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, 
and third stories shalt thou make it. And I, behold, I do bring 
the flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is 
the breath of life, from under heaven; everything that is in the 
earth shall die. But I will establish My covenant with thee; and 
thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and 
thy sons’ wives with thee. And of every living thing of all flesh, 
two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark. Of the birds after 
their kind, and of the cattle after their kind, of every creeping 
thing of the ground after its kind, shall come unto thee, to keep 
them alive. And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten. 
Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so 
did he. 

3. And Jehovah said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy 
house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before Me in 
this generation. And Noah was six hundred years old when the 
flood of waters was upon the earth. And he entered the ark with 
his three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth and his wife, and the three 
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wives of his sons; they and every beast after its kind, two and two, 
as God commanded him: and Jehovah shut him in. Then were 
all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of 
heaven were opened. And the rain was upon the earth forty days 
and forty nights. And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the 
earth; and all the high mountains were covered. Fifteen cubits 
upward did the waters prevail. And all flesh died, both birds, 
and cattle, and beasts, and every man: all in whose nostrils was 
the breath of the spirit of life, of all that was on the dry land, 
died. And the waters prevailed upon the earth a hundred and 
fifty days. 

Psalm 5. 5: The arrogant shall not stand in Thy sight: Thou hatest 
all workers of iniquity. 

Proverbs 14. 34: Righteousness exalteth a nation; but sin is a re- 


proach to any people. 
CATECHISM. 


49. What is the meaning of: God is just?—God is just in all His 
ways; He deals with every one according to his needs; He rewards the 
good and punishes the evil. 


6. GOD’S COVENANT WITH NOAH. 
(Genesis 8 and 9.) 

1. And God remembered Noah, and all the beasts, that were 
with him in the ark: and God made a wind to pass over the earth, 
and the waters assuaged; the fountains also of the deep and the 
windows of heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven was 
restrained; and the waters returned from off the earth, and the 
ark rested upon the mountains of Ararat. And it came to pass at 
the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark, 
and he sent forth a raven, and it went forth to and fro, until the 
waters were dried up from off the earth. And he sent forth a dove, 
but the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and she re- 
turned unto him, and he put forth his hand, and took her, and 
brought her in unto him into the ark. And he stayed yet other seven 
days; and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark; and the 
dove came in to him at eventide; and, lo, in her mouth an olive- 
jieaf plucked off. And he stayed yet other seven days, and sent 
forth the dove; and she returned not again unto him any more. 
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» And it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, in the 
first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried up 
from off the earth: and Noah removed the covering of the ark, 
and looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dried. 

2. And God spake unto Noah, saying, Go forth from the ark, 
thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons’ wives with thee. 
Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee of all 
flesh. And Noah went forth, and builded an altar unto Jehovah, 
and offered burnt-offerings on the altar. And Jehovah smelled 
the sweet savor; and Jehovah said, I will not again curse the 
ground any more for man’s sake, for that the imagination of man’s 
heart is evil from his youth. While the earth remaineth, seedtime 
and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and 
night shall not cease. And God ‘blessed Noah and his sons, and 
said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. 
And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every 
beast of the earth. Every moving thing that liveth shall be food 
for you; but flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, 
shall ye not eat. And surely your blood, the blood of your lives, 
will I require. Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed: for in the image of God made He man. And I, 
behold, I establish My covenant with you. There shall be no more 
flood to destroy the earth. I do set My bow in the cloud, and it 
shall be for a token of a covenant between Me and the earth. And 
it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the 
bow shall be seen in the cloud, and I will remember My covenant. 
And the sons of Noah, that went forth from the ark, were Shem, 
and Ham, and Japheth. 


I. John 2. 17: The world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but 
he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 


Psalm 50..14: Offer unto God the sacrifice of thanksgiving; and 
pay thy vows unto the Most High. 


CATECHISM. 


57. Whereby does God continually prove Himself to be the Creator? 
God continually proves Himself to be the Creator by His paternal 
providence. whereby He-preserves and governs all things, 


41 
~ % NOAH’S SONS AND THE TOWER OF 
BABEL. ed Na 
(Genesis 9. 20—29; 11. 1—9.) 

1. Noah began to be a husband-man, and planted a vineyard: 
and he drank of the wine, and was drunken. And Ham mocked 
his father. When Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what Ham 
had done unto him, he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of 
servants shall he be unto his brethren. And he said, Blessed be 
Jehovah the God of Shem; and let Canaan be his servant. God 
enlarge Japheth, and let him dwell in the tents of Shem; and let 
Canaan be his servant. And Noah lived after the flood three 
hundred and fifty years. And all the days of Noah were nine 
hundred and fifty years. And of the sons of Noah were the na- 
tions divided in the earth. Nimrod was a descendant of Ham, and 
he was a mighty hunter. He established the first kingdom. The 
beginning of his kingdom was Babel. 

2. The whole earth was of one language and of one speech. 
-And it came to pass, as they journeyed east, that they found a plain 
in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. And they said one to 
another, Come, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. 
And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for mortar. 
And they said, Come, let us build us a city, and a tower, whose top 
may reach unto heaven, and let us make us a name; lest we be 
scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. And Jehovah 
came down to see the city and the tower which the children of men 
builded. And Jehovah said, Behold they are one people, and they 
have all one language; and now nothing will be withholden from 
them, which they purpose to do. Come, let us go down, and there 
confound their language, that they may not understand one an- 
other’s speech. So Jehovah scattered them abroad from thence 
upon the face of all the earth: and they left off building the city. 
Therefore was the name of it called Babel; because Jehovah did 
there confound the language of all the earth; and from thence did 
Jehovah scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth. 

Isaiah 8. 10: Take counsel together, and it shall be brought to 
nought; speak the word, and it shall not stand: for God is with us. 


ih 


12 Tuer CALL Or ABRAM. 


Psalm 127. 1: Except Jehovah build the house, they labor in vain 
that build it. 
I. Peter 5. 5: God resisteth the proud. 
CATECHISM. 
8. What does God forbid in the First Commandment?—God forbids 
all idolatry. 


Il. THE PATRIARCHS. 
8s. THE CALL OF ABRAM. 


(Genesis 12—14.) 

1. Terah, a descendant of Shem, lived in Ur of the Chaldees; 
he had three sons: Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Terah served other 
gods (Joshua 24. 2). Lot was the son of Haran who died before his 
father. And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran, 
and Sarai, Abram’s wife; and they went forth from Ur of the Chal- 
dees, to go into the land of Canaan; and Terah died in Haran. Now 
Jehovah said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from 
thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto the land that I will 
show thee: and I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless 
thee, and make thy name great; and in thee shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed. So Abram went, as Jehovah had spoken unto 
him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five 
years old when he departed out of Haran. And they came into 
the land of Canaan. And Abram passed through unto the place of 
Shechem, unto the oak of Moreh. And Jehovah appeared unto 
Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there 
builded he an altar unto Jehovah, who appeared unto him. And 
he removed from thence unto the mountain on the east of Bethel, 
and pitched his tent, and there he builded an altar unto J ehovah, 
and called upon the name of Jehovah. 

%. Abram had great substance of flocks, and silver, and gold. 
And Lot also, who went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, and 
tents. And the land was not able to bear them, that they might 
dwell together. And there was a strife between the bonistaaee of 
Abram’s cattle and the herdsmen of Lot’s cattle. And Abram said 
unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, 


Tux Cant or ABRAM. 13 


and between my herdsmen and thy herdsmen; for we are brethren. 
Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, 
from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; 
or if thou take the right hand, then I will go to the left. And Lot 
lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the Plain of the Jordan, that it 
was well watered every where, like the garden of Jehovah. So 
Lot chose him all the Plain of the Jordan, and moved his tent as 
far as Sodom. Now the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners 
against Jehovah exceedingly. And Jehovah said unto Abram, 
after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, 
and look from the place where thou art, for all the land which 
thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. And I 
will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can 
number the dust of the earth, then may thy seed also be numbered. 
And Abram moved his tent, and came and dwelt by the oaks of 
-Mamre, which are in Hebron, and built there an altar unto 
Jehovah. 


3. And it came to pass that four kings made war with the 
kings of Sodom and Gomorrah and three other cities. But the 
kings of Sodom and Gomorrah were subdued, and they fled. The 
four kings then took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
went their way. And they took Lot, and departed. And there 
eame one that had escaped, and told Abram. And when Abram 
heard that his brother was taken captive, he led forth his trained 
men, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued and smote them. 
And he brought back all the goods, and also Lot, and his goods 
and the women also, and the people. When Abram returned from 
the slaughter, Melchizedek king of Salem went out to meet him and 
brought forth bread and wine: and he was priest of God Most 
High. And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of God 
Most High, possessor of heaven and earth: and blessed be God 
Most High, who hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And 
he gave him a tenth of all. 

Hebrews 11. 8: By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed to go 


out unto a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he 
went out, not knowing whither he went. 


14 ABRAM’s FAITH. 


Matthew 5. 9: Blessed are the peace-makers: for they shall be 
called sons of God. 
Romans 12. 18: If it be possible, as much as in you lieth, be at 


peace with all men. 
CATECHISM. 


7. What does God require in the First Commandment?—God re- 
quires that we fear and love Him, and trust in Him above all things. 


9. ABRAM’S FAITH. 


(Genesis 15—18.) 


1. After these things the word of Jehovah came unto Abram 
in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy ex- 
ceeding great reward. And Abram said, O Lord Jehovah, what 
wilt Thou give me, seeing I go childless, and he that shall be 
possessor of my house is Eliezer of Damascus? And, behold, the 
word of Jehovah came unto him, saying, Look now toward heaven, 
and number the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he 
said unto him, So shall thy seed be. And he believed in Jehovah ; 
and He reckoned it to him for righteousness. 

2. And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, Jehovah 
appeared to Abram, and said unto him, IJ am God Almighty; walk 
before Me, and be thou perfect. And I will make My covenant be- 
tween Me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. And 
Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying, As for 
Me, behold, My covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be the father 
of a multitude of nations. Neither shall thy name any more be 
called Abram (exalted father), but thy name shall be Abraham 
(father of a multitude). And God said unto Abraham, As for 
Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah 
(Princess), shall her name be. And I will bless her, and moreover 
i will give thee a son of her: and she shall be @ mother of nations; 
kings of peoples shall be of her. 

3. And Jehovah appeared unto him by the oaks of Mamre, as 
he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day; and he lifted up his 
eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood over against him: and 
when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and 
bowed himself to the earth, and said, My Lord, if now I have 
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found favor in Thy sight, pass not away, I pray Thee, from Thy 
servant: let now a little water be fetched, and wash your feet, and 
rest yourselves under the tree: and I will fetch a morsel of bread, 
and strengthen ye your heart; after that ye shall pass on: foras- 
much as ye are come to your servant. And they said, So do, as 
thou hast said. And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, 
and said, Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, knead 
it, and make cakes. And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetched 
a calf tender and good, and gave it unto the servant; and he hasted 
to dress it. And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he 
had dressed, and set it before them; and he stood by them under 
the tree, and they did eat. And they said unto him, where is Sarah 
thy wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent. And he said, I will 
certainly return unto thee when’ the season cometh round; and, lo, 
Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard in the tent 
door, and laughed within herself. And Jehovah said unto 
Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh? Js anything too hard for 
Jehovah? 

Hebrews 11. 1: Faith is assurance of things hoped for, a conviction 
of things not seen. 

Hebrews 13. 2: Forget not to show love unt strangers: for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares. 


Psalm 33. 4: The word of Jehovah is right; and all His work is 


done in faithfulness. 
CATECHISM. 


44. What is the meaning of: God is true?—God is truth itself, and 
certainly does fulfill all His promises and threats. 


10. SODOM AND GOMORRAH. 
(Genesis 18 and 19.) 

1. And the men arose up from thence, and looked toward 
Sodom: and Abraham went with them to bring them on the way. 
And Jehovah said, Shall 1 hide from Abraham that which I do? 
For I have known him, to the end that he may command his chil- 
dren and his household after him, that they may keep the way of 
Jehovah. The cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and their sin 
is very grievous. And the men went toward Sodom: but Abraham 
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stood yet before Jehovah and said, Wilt Thou consume the right- 
eous with the wicked? Peradventure there are fifty righteous 
within the city: wilt Thou consume and not spare the place for the 
fifty righteous that are therein? That be far from Thee: shall 
not the Judge of all the earth do right? And Jehovah said, If I 
find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all 
the place for their sake. And Abraham.answered and said, Behold 


now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, who am but 
dust and ashes: peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty right- 
eous: wilt Thou destroy all the city for lack of five? And He said, 
I will not destroy it, if I find there forty and five. And he spake 
unto Him yet again, and said, Peradventure there shall be forty 
found there. And He said, I will not do it for the forty’s sake. 
And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: per- 
adventure there shall thirty be found there. And He said, I will 
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not do it, if I find thirty there. And he said, Behold now, I have 
taken upon me to speak unto the Lord: peradventure there shall 
be twenty found there. And He said, I will not destroy it for the 
twenty’s sake. And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I 
will speak yet but this once: peradventure ten shall be found there. 
And He said, I will not destroy it for the ten’s sake. And Jehovah 
went His way, as soon as He had left off communing with Abra- 
ham: and Abraham returned unto his place. 


2. And the two angels came to Sodom at even; and Lot sat 
in the gate of Sodom: and Lot saw them, and rose up to meet 
them; and he bowed himself with his face to the earth; and he 
said, Behold now, my lords, turn aside, I pray you, into your 
servant’s house, and tarry all night. And they said, Nay; but we 
will abide in the street all night. And he urged them greatly; and 
they entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and they 
did eat. But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the 
men of Sodom, compassed the house round, and they said, Where 
are the men that came in to thee this night? bring them out unto 
us. And Lot went,out unto them and shut the door after him. 
And he said, I pray you, my brethren, do not so wickedly. And 
they said, This one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs be 
a judge. And they pressed sore upon Lot, and drew near to break 
the door. But the men put forth their hand, and brought Lot into 
the house to them, and shut the door. And they smote the men 
that were at the door of the house with blindness, so that they 
wearied themselves to find the door. And the men said unto Lot, 
Whomsoever tlfou hast in the city, bring them out of the place: 
for Jehovah hath sent us to destroy it. And Lot spake unto his 
sons-in-law, who were to marry his daughters, and said, Up, get 
you out of this place; for Jehovah will destroy the city. But he 
seemed unto his sons-in-law as one that mocked. And when the 
morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot. But he lingered, 
and the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his 
wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters, and they brought 
him forth, and set him without the city, and said, Escape for thy 
life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the Plain; 
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escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. And Lot said unto 
them, Oh, not so, my lord: behold now, there is a city near to flee 
unto, and it is a little.one. Oh let me escape thither, and my soul 
ghall live. And he said unto him, See, I have accepted thee con- 
cerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow the city of which 
thou hast spoken. Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar 
(Little). The sun was-risen upon the earth when Lot came unto 
Zoar. Then Jehovah rained upon. Sodom and Gomorrah brim- 
stone and fire out of heaven; and He overthrew those cities, and 
all the Plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which 
grew upon the ground. But Lot’s wife looked back from behind 
him, and she became a pillar of salt. And Abraham got up early 
in the morning to the place where he had stood before Jehovah: 
and he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and all the land of 
the Plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the land went up as 
the smoke of a furnace. 

James 5. 16: The supplication of a righteous man availeth much in 
its working. : 

Hebrews 1. 14: Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to do 
service for the sake of them that shall inherit salvation? 

CATECHISM. 


47. What is the meaning of: God is holy?—In His being and in His 
will God is good and pure; therefore He loves only that which is good 
and pure; but judges and condemns that which is evil. 


11. ABRAHAM IS TEMPTED TO OFFER 
ISAAC. 

(Genesis 22.) 

1. And Sarah bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set 
time of which God had spoken to him. And Abraham called the 
name of his son Jsaac. And Abraham was a hundred-years old, 
when his son Issac was born. And it came to pass that God did 
prove Abraham, and said unto him, Take now thy son, thine only 
son, whom thou lovest, even Isaac, and get thee into the land of 
Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt-offering upon one of the 
mountains which I will tell thee of. And Abraham rose early in 
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the:morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men 
with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt- 
offering, and went unto the place of which God had told him. On 
the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place afar 
off. And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with 
the ass, and I and the lad will go yonder; and we will worship, and 
come again to you. And Abraham took the wood of the burnt- 


offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took in his hand 
the fire and the knife; and they went both of them together And 
Isaac spake unto his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here 
am I, my son. And he said, Behold, the fire and the wood: but 
where is the lamb for a burnt-offering? And Abraham said, God 
will provide Himself the lamb for a burnt-offering, my son: so 
they went both of them together. And they came to the place 
which God had told him of; and Abraham built the altar there, 
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and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him 
on the altar, upon the wood. And Abraham stretched forth his 
hand, and took the knife to slay his son. 

2. And the angel of Jehovah called unto him out of heaven, 
and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am J. And he 
said, Lay not thy hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything 
unto him; for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast 
not withheld thy son, thine only son, from Me. And Abraham 
lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, behind him a ram 
caught in the thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took 
the ram, and offered him up for a burnt-offering in the stead of 
his son. And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah- 
jireh (Jehovah will see). And the angel of Jehovah called unto 
Abraham a second time out of heaven, and said, By Myself have 
I sworn, saith Jehovah, because thou hast done this thing, and 
hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, I will multiply thy seed 
as the stars of the heavens, and as the sand which is upon the sea- 
shore; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed ; 
because thou hast obeyed My voice. So Abraham returned unto 
his young men, and they rose up and went together to Beer-sheba; 
and Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba. 

The life of Sarah was a hundred and twenty and seven years, 
and she died in Hebron, in the land of Canaan: and Abraham 
mourned and wept for Sarah, and buried her in the cave of the field 
which he had bought of Ephon the Hittite for a burying place. 

I. Corinthians 10. 13: God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be 


tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation make also 
the way of escape, that ye may be able to endure it. 


Romans 8. 32: He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him 
for us all, how shall He not also with Him freely give us all. 


CATECHISM. 


78. Why is the death of Christ the most important fact in Redemp- 
tion?—The death of Christ is the most important fact in Redemption, 
because we, lost sinners, could be redeemed neither by precept nor ex- 
ample, but only by the all-sufficient offering in the suffering and dying 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. . 
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12. ISAAC’S MARRIAGE. 


(Genesis 24.) 


1. Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and Jehovah 
had blessed him in all things. And Abraham said unto his serv- 
ant Mliezer, the elder of his house, that ruled over all that he had, 
Swear by Jehovah, the God of heaven and the God of.the earth, 
that thou wilt not take a wife for my son of the daughters of the 
Canaanites, among whom I dwell: but thou shalt go unto my 
country, and to my kindred, and take a wife for my son Isaac. 
Jehovah who sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this 
land; He will send His angel before thee, and thou shalt take a 
wife for my son from thence. And if the woman be not willing to 
follow thee, then thou shalt be clear from this oath; only thou 
shalt not bring my son thither again. And Eliezer sware to him 
concerning this matter, and he took ten camels and many goodly 
things of his master and arose, and went to Mesopotamia, unto the 
city of Nahor. And he made the camels to kneel down without 
the city by the well of water at the time of evening, the time 
that women go out to draw water. And he said, O Jehovah, the 
God of my master Abraham, send me, I pray Thee, good speed 
this day, and show kindness unto my master Abraham. Behold, 
I am standing by the fountain of water; and the daughters of the 
men of the city are coming out to draw water; let it come to pass, 
that the maiden to whom I shall say, Give me, I pray thee, a little 
water from thy pitcher to drink; and she shall say to me, Both 
drink thou and I will also draw for thy camels: let the same be the 
woman whom Jehovah hath appointed for my master’s son, and 
I shall know that Jehovah hath prospered my master. 

2. And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, 
behold, Rebekah came out, who was the daughter of Bethuel the 
son of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, with her pitcher upon her 
shoulder. And she went down to the fountain, and filled her 
pitcher, and came up. And the servant ran to meet her, and said, 
Give me to drink, I pray thee, a little water from thy pitcher. 
And she said, Drink, my lord: and she hasted, and Jet down her 
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pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drink. And when she had 
done giving him drink, she said, I will draw for thy camels also. 
And she hasted unto the well and drew for all his camels. And 
the man looked stedfastly on her, holding his peace, to know 
whether Jehovah had made his journey prosperous or not. And it 
came to pass, as the camels had done drinking, that the man took 
a golden ring and two bracelets for her hands, and said, Whose 
daughter art thou? tell me, I pray thee. Is there room in thy 
father’s house for us to lodge in? And she said unto him, I am 
the daughter of Bethuel. She said moreover unto him, We have 
both straw and provender enough, and room to lodge in. And the 
man bowed his head, and worshipped Jehovah. And he said, 
Blessed be Jehovah, the God of my master Abraham, who hath not 
forsaken His lovingkindness and His truth toward my master: 
as for me, Jehovah hath led me in the way to the house of my 
master’s brethren. And Rebekah ran, and told her mother’s 
house according to these words. 

3. And Rebekah had a brother, and his name was Laban. 
And it came to pass, when he saw the ring, and the bracelets upon 
his sister’s hands, and when he heard the words of Rebekah, he 
came unto Eliezer, and said, Come in, thou blessed of Jehovah; 
wherefore standest thou without? for I have prepared the house, 
and room for the camels. And the man came into the house, and 
he ungirded the camels; and he gave straw and provender for the 
camels, and water to wash his feet and the feet of the men that 
were with him. And there was set food before him to eat: but he 
said, I will not eat, until I have told mine errand. They said, Speak 
on. And he told them all that had happened, and said, If ye will 
deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me. Then Laban and 
Bethuel answered and said, The thing proceedeth from Jehovah. 
Behold, Rebekah is before thee, take her, and go, and let her be thy 
master’s son’s wife. In the morning he said, Send me away unto 
my master, but Rebekah’s brother and mother said, Let the damsel 
abide with us a few days, at the least tex; after that she shall go. 
And he said unto them, Hinder me not, seeing Jehovah hath pros- 
pered my way; let me go to my master. And they called Rebekah, 
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and said unto her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I 
will go. And they blessed Rebekah and sent her away. 

4, And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the eventide. 
And Eliezer came and told Isaac all the things that he had done. 
And Isaac brought Rebekah into his mother Sarah’s tent, and she 
became his wife; and he loved her. And Isaac was comforted 
after his mother’s death—And Abraham gave all that he had unto 
Isaac, and died 175 years old. And his sons buried him in the 
cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron at the side of Sarah his 
wife. 

Psalm 145. 18, 19: Jehovah is nigh unto all them that call upon 


Him, to all that call upon Him in truth. He will fulfil the desire of 
them that fear Him; He also will hear their cry, and will save them. 


Colossians 3. 22: Servants, obey in all things them that are your 
masters according to the flesh; not with eye-service, as men-pleasers, 
but in singleness of heart, fearing the Lord. 


CATECHISM. 


13. What does God require in the Third Commandment?—God re- 
quires that we call upon His holy name in all our needs, and worship 
Him with prayer, praise and thanksgiving. 


13. ISAAC AND HIS SONS. 


(Genesis 25. 27—ch. 26.) 


1. And it came to pass after the death of Abraham, that God 
blessed Isaac his son. And Rebekah, his wife, bare two sons, Hsau 
and Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when they were born. And 
the boys grew: and Ksau was a skilful hunter, a man of the field; 
and Jacob was a quiet man, dwelling in tents. Now Isaac loved 
Esau, because he did eat of his venison; and Rebekah loved Jacob. 

2. And Jacob boiled pottage. And Esau came in from the 
field, and he was faint, and said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, 
with that same red pottage; for I am faint: therefore was his name 
called Edom. And Jacob said, Sell me first thy birthright. And 
Esau said, Behold, I am about to die; and what profit shall the 
birthright do to me? And Jacob said, Swear to me first; and he 
sware unto him and sold his birthright unto Jacob. And Jacob 
gave Esau bread and pottage of lentils; and he did eat and drink, 
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and rose up, and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birth~ 
right. 

3. And there was a famine in the land. And Isaac went unto 
Abimelech king of the Philistines, unto Gerar. And Jehovah ap- 
peared unto him, and said, Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the 
land which I shall tell thee of, sojourn in this land, and I will be 
with thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, 
I will give all these-lands, and I will establish the oath which I 
sware unto Abraham thy father; and I will multiply thy seed as 
the stars of heaven. And in thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed. And Isaac dwelt in Gerar. And Isaac sowed in 
that land and found in the same year a hundredfold: and Jehovah 
blessed him. And he became very great and had possessions of 
flocks and herds, and a great household. Therefore the Philistines 
envied him ‘and filled with earth all the wells which Abraham’s 
servants had digged. And Isaac digged again the wells of water. 
And the herdsmen of Gerar strove with Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, 
‘The water is ours. And they digged another well, and they strove 
for that also. And Isaac removed from thence and digged an- 
other well; for that they strove not. And he said, Now Jehovah 
hath made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land. 

4, And Isaac went from thence to Beer-sheba. And Jehovah 
appeared unto him the same night, and said, I am the God of 
Abraham thy father: fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless 
thee, and multiply thy seed for My servant Abraham’s sake. And 
Isaac builded an altar there, and called upon the name of Jehovah. 
Then Abimelech king of the Philistines went to him and said, We 
saw plainly that Jehovah was with thee; thou art the blessed of 
Jehovah. And Abimelech said, Let us make a covenant with thee, 
that thou wilt do us no hurt. And Isaac made a feast, and they 
sware one to another, and Abimelech departed from him in peace. 

Isaiah 30. 15: Thus saith the Lord Jehovah, the Holy One of Israel, 
In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence 


shall be your strength. 
CATECHISM. 


383. What:does God forbid in the Tenth Commandment?—God for- 
tds all evil lusts and desires, which cause a longing for unrighteous 
aquisition or enjoyment. 


14. THE BLESSING OF ISAAC. 


(Genesis 27.) 


1. And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes 
were dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau his elder son, 
and said unto him, My son, behold now, I am old, I know not the 
day of my death. ‘Take thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the 
field, and take me a venison; and make me a savory food, such as 
I love, and bring it to me, that I may eat; that my soul may bless 
thee before I die. And Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau. 
And Esau went to the field to hunt for venison. And Rebekah 
spake unto Jacob, Behold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau 
thy brother, saying, Bring me venison, and make me savory food, 
that I may eat, and bless thee before Jehovah before my death. 
Now therefore, my son, obey my voice. Go to the flock, and fetch 
me two good kids of the goats; and I will make them savory food 
' for thy father, such as he loveth. And thou’shalt bring it to thy 
father, that he may eat, that he may bless thee before his death. 
And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, Behold, Esau my brother 
is a hairy man, and J am asmooth man. My father peradventure 
will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiver; and I shall 
bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing. And his mother said 
unto him, Upon me be thy curse, my son; only obey my voice, and 
go fetch me them. And he went, and brought them to his mother. 
And his mother made savory food, such as his father loved, and 
took the goodly garments of Esau, and put them upon Jacob. 
And the skins of the kids of the goats she: put upon his hands, 
and upon the smooth of his neck. And he came unto his father, 
and said, My father! Isaac said, Who art-thou, my son? And 
Jacob said unto his father, I am Esau thy first-born; I have done 
according as thou badest me: sit and eat of my venison, that thy 
soul may bless me. And Isaac said unto his son, How is it that 
thou hast found it so quickly, my son? And he said, Because 
Jehovah thy God sent me good speed. And Isaac said unto Jacob, 
Come near, that I may feel thee, my son, whether thou be my son 
Esau or not. And Jacob went near his father, and he felt him, 
and said, The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hans 
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of Esau. And he discerned him not, and said, Art thou my very 
son Esau? And he said, I am. And Isaac did eat and drink, and 
he blessed him, and said, God give thee of the dew of heaven, and 
of the fatness of the earth, and plenty of grain and wine. Let 
peoples serve thee, and nations bow down to thee. Be lord over 
thy brethren. Cursed be every one that curseth thee, and blessed 
be every one that blesseth thee. . 


2. When Isaac had made an end of blessing, and Jacob was 
yet scarce gone out, Esau came in from his hunting, and also made 
savory food, and brought it unto his father; and said, Let my 
father arise, and eat of his son’s venison, that thy soul may bless 
me. And Isaac said, Who art thou? And he said, I am thy son, 
thy first-born, Esau. And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and 
said, Who then is he that hath brought me venison before thou 
comest, and I have blessed him? Yea, and he shall be blessed. 
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_ When Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with an ex- 
ceeding great and bitter cry, and said unto his father, Hast thou 
_ but one blessing, my father? Bless me also, O my father. And 
Ksau lifted up his voice, and wept. And Isaac answered, Behold, 
of the fatness of the earth shall be thy dwelling, and of the dew 
of heaven from above. By thy sword shalt thou live and thou 
shalt serve thy brother. 


3. And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing, and said in 
his heart, The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then 
will I slay my brother Jacob. These words were told to Rebekah; 
and she said to Jacob, Arise, flee thou to Laban my brother, and 
tarry with him a few days, until thy brother’s fury turn away. 

Psalm 133. 1: Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity! 


Romans 9. 16: So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of God that hath mercy. 


CATECHISM. 
30. What does God forbid in the Ninth Commandment?—God for- 
bids perjury and all manner of falsehood in speech and action, likewise 
treachery, slander and deceit of every kind. 


15. JACOB’S FLIGHT AND SERVICE. 


(Genesis 28 and 29.) 


1. And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went toward 
“Haran. And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all 
night, because the sun was set; and he took one of the stones of 
' the place, and put it under his head, and lay down in that place to 
sleep. And he dreamed; and, behold, a ladder set up on the earth, 
and the top of it reached to heaven; and, behold, the angels of 
God ascending and descending on it. And Jehovah stood above it, 
and said, I am Jehovah, the God of Abraham thy father, and the 
God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, 
and to thy seed; and thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth; and 
in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 
And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee whithersoever 
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thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not 
leave thee, until I have done that of which I have spoken to thee. 
And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely Jehovah is 
in this place; and I knew it not. And he was afraid, and said, 
How dreadful is this place! this is none other than the house of. 
God, and this is the gate of heaven. And Jacob rose up early in 
the morning, and took the stone that he had put under his head, 
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and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. And 
he called the name of that place Beth-el, i. e., House of God. And 
Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep 
me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and rai- 
ment to put on, so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, 
and Jehovah will be my God, then this stone, which I have set 
up for a pillar, shall be God’s house: and of all that Thou shalt 
give me, J will surely give the tenth unto Thee. 


Jacos’s Friant anp SERVICE. 29 


2. Then Jacob came to the land of the children of the east. 
And, behold, a well in the field, and three flocks of sheep lying 
there by it; for out of that well they watered the flocks: and the 
stone upon the well’s mouth was great. And Jacob said unto the 
shepherds, My brethren, whence are ye? And they said, Of Haran 
are we. And he said unto them, Know ye Laban the son of 
Nahor? And they said, We know him. He said, Is it well with 
him? They said, It is well, and, behold, Rachel his daughter 
cometh with the sheep. And when Jacob saw Rachel the daugh- 
ter of Laban his mother’s brother, he went near, and rolled the 
stone from the well’s mouth, and watered the flock of Laban. And 
Jacob kissed Rachel, and wept, and told her that he was Rebekah’s 
son. And she ran and told her father. When Laban heard the 
_ tidings of Jacob, he ran to meet him, and embraced him, and 
kissed him, and brought him to his house. And when Jacob had 
been with Laban a month, Laban said, Because thou art my 
* brother, shouldest thou therefore serve me for nought? ‘Tell me, 
what shall thy wages be? And Laban had two daughters: the 
name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was 
Rachel. And Jacob said, I will serve thee seven years for Rachel 
thy younger daughter. Laban said, It is better that I give her to 
thee, than that I should give her to another man; abide with me. 
And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed unto 
him but a few days, for the love he had to her. And when the 
seven years were ended, Laban gave him Leah instead of Rachel. 
And Jacob served yet seven other years, and Laban gave him 
Rachel to wife. And Jehovah gave Jacob twelve sons: Reuben, 
Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtah, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebu- 
lun, Joseph and Benjamin. 

Psalm 23. 4: Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil; for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy 
staff, they comfort me. 

CATECHISM. 


28. What does God require in the Eighth Commandment?—God re- 
guires that we assist in protecting and improving our neighbor’s pos- 
sessions and livelihood, and that we be content with that which He 


gives us. 


16. JACOB’S RETURN HOME. 


(Genesis 30 and 31.) 


1. And Jacob said unto Laban, Send me away, that I may go 
into mine own place, and to my country. Give me my wives and 
my children. Laban said, I have divined that Jehovah hath 
blessed me for thy sake. Appoint me thy wages, and I will give it. 
Jacob said unto him, Thou knowest how I have served thee, and 
how thy cattle have fared with me. For it was little which thou 
hadst before I came, and it hath increased unto a multitude; and 
Jehovah hath blessed thee whithersoever I turned: and now when 
shall I provide for mine house also? And he said, What shall I 
give thee? Jacob said, All the sheep and goats that are spotted and 
speckled, and every black one among the sheep shall be my hire. 
And Laban said, I would it might be according to thy word. And 
Jacob served Laban six more years, and increased exceedingly, 
and had large flocks, and maid-servants and men-servants, and 
camels and asses. : 

2. And Jacob heard the words of Laban’s sons, saying, Jacob 
hath taken away all that was our father’s; and of that which was 
our father’s hath he gotten all this glory. And Jacob beheld the 
countenance of Laban, and, behold, it was not toward him as be- 
foretime. And Jehovah said unto Jacob, Return unto the land of 
thy fathers, and to thy kindred, and I will be with thee. And 
Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the field unto his flock, 
and said unto them, I see your father’s countenance, that it is not 
toward me as beforetime. And ye know that with all my power I 
have served your father. And he hath deceived me, and changed 
my wages ten times; but God suffered him not to hurt me. And 
the angel of God said unto me in the dream, Now arise, get thee 
out from this land, and return unto the land of thy nativity. And 
Rachel and Leah answered, Whatsoever God hath said unto thee, 
do. Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons and wives upon the cam- 
els, and carried away all his substance, to go to Isaac his father 
unto the land of Canaan. And it was told Laban on the third day 
that Jacob was fled. And he pursued after him and overtook him 
in the mountain of Gilead. And God came to Laban in a dream 
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of the night, and said unto him, Take heed to thyself that thou 
speak not to Jacob either good or bad. And Laban came up with 
Jacob and said, Wherefore didst thou flee secretly and didst not 
let me kiss my sons and my daughters? It is in the power of my 
hand to do you hurt: but the God of your father spake unto me 
yesternight, saying, Take heed to thysef that thou speak not to 
Jacob either good or bad. And Jacob and Laban made a cove- 
nant with each other. And early in the morning Laban rose up, 
and kissed his sons and daughters, and blessed them, and departed, 
and returned unto his place. And Jacob went on his way, and the 
angels of God met him. And Jacob said when he saw them, This 
1s God’s host: and he called the name of that place Mahanaim 
{Two Companies). 

Romans 8. 31: If God is for us, who is against us? 

Psalm 91. 11: He will give His angels charge over thee, to keep thee 


in all thy ways. 
CATECHISM. 


51. What is the meaning of: God is good?—God does only good to 
all His creatures. 


17. JACOB’S WRESTLE. 
(Genesis 32 and 33.) 

1. And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother, 
that he might find favor in his sight. The messengers returned 
to Jacob saying, We came to thy brother Esau, and moreover he 
cometh to meet thee, and 400 men with him. Then Jacob was 
greatly afraid and distressed; and he divided the people that were 
with him, and the flocks, and the herds, and the camels, into two 
companies; and he said, If Esau come to the one company, and 
smite it, then the company which is left shall escape. And Jacob 
said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, 
O Jehovah, who saidst unto me, Return unto thy country, and to 
thy kindred, and I will do thee good: I am not worthy of the least of 
all the lovingkindnesses, and of all the truth, which Thou hast showed 
unto Thy servant; for with my staff I passed over this Jordan; and 
now I am become two companies. Deliver me, I pray Thee, from 
the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau! And he sent 
presents to Esau to appease him, sheep, goats, camels and cows. 
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2, And Jacob rose up that night, and took his wives, and his 
children, and that which he had, and passed over the ford of the 
Jabbok. And he was left alone; and there wrestled a man with 
him until the breaking of the day. And when he saw that he pre- 
vailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and 
the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was strained, as he wrestled with hire 
And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, J will 
not let thee go, except thou bless me! He said, What is thy name? 
And he said, Jacob. And he said, Thy name shall be called no 
more Jacob, but Israel: for thou hast striven with God and with 
men, and hast prevailed. And he blessed him there. And Jacob 
called the name of the place Peniel (The Face of God), for said he, 
I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved. And the 
sun rose upon him, as he passed over Peniel, and he limped upon 
his thigh. 

3. And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and, behold, Esau was cvom- 
ing with 400 men. And he bowed himself to the ground seven 
times, until he came near his brother. And Esau ran to meet him, 
and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him: and they 
wept. And Esau said, Who are these with thee? He said, The 
children whom God hath graciously given thy servant. And Esau 
said, What meanest thou by all this company which I met? Jacob 
said, To find favor in the sight of my lord. And Esau said, I have 
enough, my brother; let that which thou hast be thine. Jacob 
said, Nay, I pray thee, if now I have found favor in thy sight, then 
receive my present at my hand; forasmuch as I have seen thy face, 
as one seeth the face of God, and thou wast pleased with me. And 
he urged him, and he took it. So Esau returned that day unto 
Seir. And Jacob came to Shechem, and bought the parcel of 
ground, and spread his tent. And he erected there an altar. And 
God said unto Jacob, Arise,.go up to Beth-el, and make there an 
altar unto God, who appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from 
Hsau thy brother. And Jacob did so. And Jacob came unto Isaac 
his father to Mamre (which is Hebron), And Isaac was 180 years 
old; and he died, old and full of days. And Esau and Jacob his 
sons buried him. 
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Psalm 36. 7: How precious is Thy lovingkindness, O God! There- 
fore the children of men take refuge under the shadow of Thy wings. 


Psalm 37. 5: Commit thy way unto Jehovah; trust also in Him, and 


He will bring it to pass. 
CATECHISM. 


58. What is the substance of your faith in God, the Almighty 
Creator?—I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He 
has given me and still preserves my body and soul, eyes, ears and all my 
members, my reason and all my senses, also food and raiment, home and 
family, and all my possessions; that He daily and abundantly provides 
me with all the necessaries of life, protects and preserves me from all 
danger; and all this He does purely out of paternal and divine goodness 
and mercy, without any merit or worthiness on my part. For all this E 
am in duty bound to thank, praise, serve and obey Him. This is most 
certainly true. 


18. JOSEPH IS SOLD. 


(Genesis 37.) 


1. Joseph, the second youngest son of Jacob, being seventeen 
years old, was feeding the flock with his brethren, and brought the 
evil report of them unto their father. Now Jacob loved Joseph 
more than all his children, and he made him a coat of many colors. 
And his brethren saw that their father loved him more; and they 
hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him. And Joseph 
had a dream, and he told it to his brethren, saying, Hear, this 
dream which I have dreamed: We were binding sheaves in the 
field, and my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and your sheaves 
came round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf. And his 
brethren said unto him, Shalt thou reign over us and shalt thou 
have dominion over us? And they hated him yet the more. And 
he dreamed yet another dream, and told it to his brethren, and 
said, I have dreamed yet a dream. Behold, the sun and the moon 
and eleven stars made obeisance to me. His father, when told of 
it, rebuked him, and said unto him, What is this dream? Shall I 
and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down our- 
selves to thee to the earth? And his brethren envied him; but 
his father kept the saying in mind. 

2. And his brethren went to feed their father’s flock in 
Shechem. And Israel-said unto Joseph, Go now, see whether it is 
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well, with thy brethren and with the flock, and bring me word 
again. And a certain man found him wandering in the field, and ~ 
the man said, Thy brethren are departed hence; for I heard them 
say, Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph went after his brethren, 
and found them in Dothan. And they saw him afar off, and they 
said one to another, Behold, this dreamer cometh. Come now 
therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into one of the pits, 


and we will say, An evil beast hath devoured him; and we shall 
see what will become of his dreams. And Reuben heard it, and de- 
livered him out of their hand, and said, Let us not take his life. 
Shed no blood; cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, but 
lay no hand upon him; that he might deliver him out of their 
hand, to restore him to his father. And when Joseph was come 
unto his brethren, they stripped him of his coat, the coat of many 
colors; and cast him into the pit; and the pit was empty, there was 
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no, water in it.. And they sat down to eat bread. And, behold, a. 
caravan of Ishmaelites was coming with their camels bearing. 
spicery aud balm and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt. 
And Judah said unto his fe bren What profit is it if we slay our 
brother? Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not 
our hand be upon him; for he is our brother, our flesh. And his 
brethren hearkened unto him. Then they drew Joseph out of the’ 
pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. 
And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, behold, Joseph was not in. 
the pit; and he rent his clothes, returned unto his brethren, and 
said, The child is not; and I, whither shall I go? And they killed 
a goat, and dipped the coat in the blood; and they brought it to 
their father, and said, This have w: found: know now whether it 
is thy son’s coat or not. And he knew it, and said, It is my son’s 
coat; an evil beast hath devoured bim; Joseph is without doubt 
torn in pieces. And Jacob mourned for his son many days. His 
sons and daughters rose up to comfort him; but he refused to be 
~ comforted; and he said, For I will go down to Sheol to my son 
mourning. 

James 3. 16: Where jealousy and faction are, there is confusion and 
every vile deed. 

I. John 3. 15: Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer. 

CATECHISM. 


20. What does God forbid in the Sixth Commandment?—God for- 
bids murder also every deed, word or thought, whereby my own life or 
the life of my neighbor is shortened or embittered. 


19. JOSEPH IN PRISON. 
(Genesis 39 and 40.) 

1. And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, a: 
officer of Pharaoh’s, the captain of the guard, bought him of the 
Ishmaelites, that had brought him down thither. And Jehovah 
was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man. Jehovah made 
all that he did to prosper in his hand. And Potiphar made him 
overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand. 
And from that time Jehovah blessed the HEgyptian’s house for 
Joseph’s sake, and the blessing of Jehovah was upon all that he 
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had, in the house and in the field. And he left all that he had in 
Joseph’s hand, save the bread which he did eat. 

2. And it came to pass that Potiphar’s wife cast her eyes upon 
Joseph and entreated him to commit adultery. But Joseph ‘Te- 
fused, and said, How can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 
God? One day he went into the house to do his work; and there 
was none of the men of the house there within. And she caught 
him by his garment, that he should stay with her. And he left 
his garment in her hand, and fled. And she called the men of her 
house, and said, See, Potiphar hath brought in a Hebrew unto us 
to mock us. And when Potiphar came home, she spake unto him 
the same words. And his wrath was kindled, and he put Joseph 
into the prison, where the king’s prisoners were bound. But Jeho- 
vah was with Joseph, and showed kindness unto him, and gave 
-him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison, so that he com- 
mitted to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners. And that which Joseph 
did, Jehovah made it to prosper. 

3. And it came to pass after these things, that the butler of 
the king and his baker offended their lord. And Pharaoh put them 
into the prison, where Joseph was bound. And after several days 
both of them dreamed, in one night, each man his dream. And 
when Joseph came in unto them in the morning he saw, that they 
were sad, and asked them, saying, Wherefore look ye so sad today ? 
They said, We have dreamed a dream, and there is none that can 
interpret it. Joseph said, Do not interpretations belong to God? 
tell it me, I pray you. And the chief butler told his dream, and 
said, In my dream a vine was before me; and in the vine were 
three branches, and it budded, and its blossoms shot forth, and 
brought forth ripe grapes. And Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand: 
and I took the grapes, and pressed them into the cup, and gave the 
cup into Pharaoh’s hand. And Joseph said unto him, This is the 
interpretation of it: the three branches are three days; within yet 
three days: shall Pharaoh lift up thy head, and restore thee unto 
thine office, and thou shalt give Pharaoh’s cup into his hand after 
the former manner when thou wast his butler. But remember me 
when it shall be well with thee, and show kindness unto me, and 
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make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house, 
for indeed I was stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews, and 
here also have I done nothing that they should put me into the 
dungeon. When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was 
good, he said unto Joseph, I also was in my dream; and, behold, 
three baskets of white bread were on my head, and in the upper- 
most basket there was of all manner of baked food for Pharaoh; 
and the birds did eat out of the basket upon my head. And Joseph 
answered and said, This is the interpretation thereof: the three 
baskets are three days; within yet three days shall Pharaoh lift up 
thy head from off thee, and shall hang thee on a tree; and the birds 
shall eat thy flesh from off thee. And it came to pass the third 
day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday, that he restored the chief 
butler unto his butlership again, but he hanged the chief baker. 
Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph but forgot him. 

Psalm 119. 9: Wherewith shall a young man cleanse his way? By 
taking heed thereto according to Thy word. 

Romans 8. 28: We know that to them that love God all things work 


together for good. 
CATECHISM. 


23: Rehearse the Seventh Commandment.—Thou shalt not commit 
adultery. 


20. JOSEPH BEFORE PHARAOH. 
(Genesis 41.) 

1. And at the end of two years, Pharaoh dreamed, that he 
stood by the river Nile. And there came up out of the river seven 
kine, well-favored and fat-fleshed; and they fed in the reed-grass. 
And, behold, seven other kine came up after them out of the river, 
ill-favored and lean-fleshed, and stood by the other kine upon the 
brink of the river. And the ill-favored and lean-fleshed kine did 
eat up the seven well-favored and fat-fleshed kine. So Pharaoh 
awoke. And he slept and dreamed a second time: and, behold, 
seven ears of grain came up upon one stalk, rank and good. And 
behold, seven ears, thin and blasted, sprung up after them. And 
the thin ears swallowed up the seven rank and full ears. And 
Pharaoh awoke. And in the morning his spirit was troubled; and 
he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wise 
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men thereof: and Pharaoh told them his dream. But there was 
none that could interpret the dream. Then spake the chief butler 
unto Pharaoh, saying, I do remember my faults this day. Pharaon 
was wroth with his servants, and put me and the chief baker into 
the prison. And we dreamed a dream in one night, and he- And 
there was with us there a young man, a Hebrew, and he inter- 
preted to us our dreams, and as he interpreted to us, so it was; L 
was restored unto mine office, and he was hanged. 

2. Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought 
him hastily out of the dungeon. And he shaved himself, and 
changed his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh. And Pharaoh 
said unto him, I have dreamed a dream, and there is none that can 
interpret it: and I have heard say of thee, that when thou hearest 
a dream thou canst interpret it. And Joseph answered Pharaoh, 
saying, It is not in me: God will give Pharaoh an answer in peace. 
And Pharaoh told him his dreams. Joseph said, The dream of 
Pharaoh is one: what God is about to do He hath declared unto - 
Pharaoh. The seven good kine are seven years; and the seven good 
ears are seven years. And the seven lean and ill-favored kine that 
came up after them are seven years, and also the seven empty ears 
blasted; they shall be seven years of famine. Behold, there come 
seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt. And 
there shall arise after them seven years of famine; and all the 
plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine 
shall consume the land. And for that the dream was doubled unto 
Pharaoh, it is because the thing is established by God, and God will 
shortly bring it to pass. Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man 
discreet and wise, and set him over the land of Egypt, and let him 
appoint overseers over the land, and take up the fifth part of the 
land in Egypt in the seven plenteous years. And let them gather 
all the food of these good years that come, and lay up grain under 
the hand of Pharaoh for a store against the seven years of famine; 
that the land perish not through the famine. And the thing was 
good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants. 
And Pharaoh said, Can we find such a one as this, a man in whom 
the spirit of God is? And he said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God 
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hath showed thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as 
thou. Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word 
shall all my people be ruled; only in the throne will I be greater 
than thou. And he took off his signet ring from his hand, and put 
it upon Joseph’s hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, 
and put a gold chain about his neck; and he made him to ride in 
the second chariot which he had; and they cried before him, Bow 
the knee! And he set him over all the land of Egypt. And Pha- 
raoh gave him to wife Asenath, the daughter of Poti-phera priest 
of On. And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pha- 
raoh. And Joseph went throughout all the land of Egypt, and 
gathered up all food in the seven plenteous years and laid up grain 
as the sand of the sea, very much, until he left off numbering; for 
it was without number. And unto Joseph were born two sons be- 
fore the years of famine came, and he called the first-born 
Manasseh, and the second Ephraim. When the seven years of 
plenty came to an end, the seven years of famine began to come. 
And there was famine in all lands; but in all the land of Ezypt 
there was bread. And when all the land of Egypt was famished, 
the people cried to Pharaoh for bread: and Pharaoh said unto all 
the Egyptians, Go unto Joseph; what he saith to you, do. And 
Joseph opened all the store-houses, and sold unto the Egyptians. 
And all countries came into Egypt to Joseph to buy grain, because 
the famine was sore in all the earth. 

Psalm 73. 24: Thou wilt guide me with Thy counsel and afterward 
receive me to giory. 

I. Peter 5. 6, 7: Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand 
of God, that He may exalt you in due time; casting all your anxiety 
upon Him, because He careth for you. 

CATECHISM. 

46. What is the meaning of: God is all-wise?—God ordains and 

directs all things to His own glory and to the salvation of man. 


Sie riRST JOURNEY. OF JOSEPH’S BRETH= 
REN*S1TO EGYPT. 


(Genesis 42.) 
1. Now when Jacob saw that there was grain in Egypt, he 
said unto his sons, Get you down thither, and buy for us, that we 
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may live and not die. And Joseph’s ten brethren went down to 
buy grain from Egypt. But Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, Jacob 
sent not with them; for he said, Lest peradventure harm befall 
him.—And Joseph was the governor of the land. And his breth- 
ren came, and bowed down themselves to him with their faces to 
the earth. And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but 
made himself strange-unto them, and spake roughly with them, 
and said, Whence come ye? And they said, From the land ot 
Canaan to buy food. Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew 
him not. And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed 
of them, and said unto them, Ye are spies; to see the nakedness of 
the land ye are come. They said, Nay, my lord, but to buy food are 
thy servants come. We are all one man’s sons; we are true men, 
thy servants are no spies. And he said unto them, Nay, ye are 
come to see the nakedness of the land. And they said, We thy 
servants are twelve brethren, the sons of one man in the land of 
Canaan, and the youngest is this day with our father, and one is 
not. Joseph said unto them, That is it that I spake unto you, say- 
ing, Ye are spies; hereby ye shall be proved: ye shall not go forth 
hence, except your youngest brother come hither. Send one of you, 
and let him fetch your brother, and ye shall be bound, that your 
words may be proved, whether there be truth in you. And he put 
them all together into ward three days. And Joseph said unto 
them the third day, This do, and live; for I fear God. If ye be 
true men, let one of your brethren be bound in your prison; but go 
ye, carry grain for the famine of your houses; and bring your 
youngest brother unto me; so shall your words be verified, and ye 
shall not die. And they said one to another, We are verily guilty 
concerning our brother, in that we saw the distress of his soul, when 
he besought us, and we would not hear; therefore is this distress 
come upon us. Reuben answered them, saying, Spake I not unto 
you, saying, Do not sin against the child; and ye would not hear? 
Therefore his blood is required. And they knew not that Joseph 
understood them; for there was an interpreter between them. And 
he turned himself about from them, and wept; and he returned to 
them, and spake to them, and took Simeon from among them, and 
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bound him before their eyes. Then Joseph commanded to fill their 
vessels with grain, and to restore every man’s money into his sack, 
and to give them provision for the way. And they departed thence. 
And as one of them opened his sack, he espied the money, in the 
mouth of the sack. And he said unto his brethren, My money is 
restored; it is in my sack. And their heart failed them, and they 
turned trembling one to another, saying, What is this that God 
hath done to us? 

2. And they came unto Jacob their father unto the land of 
Canaan, and told him all that had befallen them. And as they 
emptied their sacks, behold, every man’s bundle of money was in 
his sack: and they were afraid. And Jacob their father said unto 
them, Me have you bereaved of my children! Joseph is not and 
Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all these things 
are against me. And Reuben spake unto his father, saying, Deliver 
him into my hand, and I will bring him to thee again. Jacob said, 
My son shall not go down with you; for his brother is dead, and he 
only is left; if harm befall him by the way, then will ye bring down 
my gray hairs with sorrow to Sheol. 

Galatians 6. 7: Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 
Psalm 25. 7: Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgres- 
sions; according to Thy lovingkindness remember Thou me, for Thy 


goodness’ sake, O Jehovah. 
CATECHISM. 


49, What is the meaning of: God is just?—God is just in all His 
ways; He deals with everyone according to his needs; He rewards the 
good and punishes the evil. 


22. SECOND JOURNEY OF JOSEPH’S 
BRETHREN TO EGYPT. 
(Genesis 43.) 

1. And the famine was sore in the land. And when they had 
eaten up the grain which they had brought out of Egypt, their 
father said unto them, Go again, buy us a little food. And Judah 
spake unto him, saying, The man did solemnly protest unto us, 
saying, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with you. 
Tf thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go down and buy thee 
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food; but if thou wilt not send him, we will not go down. Israel. 
said, Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me, as to tell the man whether 
ye had yet a brother? They said, The man asked straitly concern- 
ing ourselves and our kindred, saying, Is your father yet alive? 
Have ye another brother? And we told him according to the tenor 
of these words. Could we in any wise know that he would say, 
Bring your brother down? And Judah said unto his father, Send 
the lad with me. I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou 
require him: if I bring him not unto thee; then let me bear the 
blame forever. And Israel said, If it be so now, do this: take of 
the choice fruits of the land, and carry down the man a present, a 
little balm and honey, spicery and myrrh, nuts and almonds. Take 
double money in your hand, and the money that was in your sacks 
carry again in your hand; peradventure it was an oversight. Take 
also your brother, and arise, go again unto the man. And God 
Almighty give you mercy before the man, that he may release unto 
you your brother and Benjamin. If I be bereaved of my children, 
J am bereaved. And they took the presents and double money and 
Benjamin; and rose up, and went down to Egypt, and stood before 
Joseph. 

2. And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the 
steward of his house, Bring the men into the house, and slay, and 
make ready; for the men shall dine with me at noon. And they 
were afraid and said, Because of the money that was returned in 
our sacks at the first time are we brought in; that he may fall upon 
us, and take us for bondmen. And they came near to the steward 
of Joseph’s house, and spake unto him at the door of the house. 
And he said, Fear not: your’ God, and the God of your father, hath 
given you treasure in your sacks: I had your money. And he 
brought Simeon out unto them; and gave them water, and they 
washed their feet. And they made ready the present against 
Joseph’s coming at noon. And when Joseph came home, they 
brought him the present, and bowed themselves to him to the earth. . 
And he asked them of their welfare, and said, Is your father well? 
Is he yet alive? And they said, Thy servant our father is well. 
And they bowed the head, and made obeisance. And he lifted up 


:. JosepH MaxeruH Himsetr Known. 43. 


his eyes, and saw Benjamin his brother and said, Is this. your. 
youngest brother, of whom ye spake unto me? And he said, God 
be gracious unto thee, my son. And Joseph made haste; for his” 
heart yearned over his brother; and he entered into his chamber, 
and wept there. And he washed his face, and came out, and said, 
Set on bread. And they set on for him by himself, and for them 
by themselves, and for the Egyptians, that did eat with him, by 
themselves: because the Egyptians might not eat bread with the 
Hebrews. And they sat before him according to their age; and 
they marvelled one with another. And messes were taken unto 
them from before him: but Benjamin’s mess was five times so 
much as any of theirs. 

Acts 24. 16: Herein I also exercise myself to have a conscience void 
of offence toward God and men always. 


Psalm 139. 23: Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and 


know my thoughts. 
CATECHISM. 


34. What does God require in the Tenth Commandment?—God re- 
quires that we delight in Him and His holy providence. 


23. JOSEPH MAKETH HIMSELF KNOWN. 
(Genesis 44 and 45.) 

1. And Joseph commanded the steward of his house, saying, 
Fill the men’s sacks with food, and put every man’s money in his 
sack’s mouth. And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack’s mouth 
of the youngest. And he did according to the word of Joseph. As 
soon as the morning was light, the men were sent away. And when 
they were gone out of the city, Joseph said unto his steward, Up, 
follow after the men; and when thou dost overtake them, say unto 
them, Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good? Ye have done 
evil. And he overtook them, and he spake unto them these words. 
They said unto him, Wherefore speaketh my lord such words as 
these? Far be it from thy servants that they should do such a 
thing. Behold, the money, which we found in our sack’s mouths, 
we brought again unto thee. How then should we steal out of thy 
lord’s house silver or gold? With whomsoever the cup be found, 
let him die, and we also will be my lord’s bondmen. He said, Let 
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it be according unto your words: he with whom it is found shall be 
my bondman; and ye shall be blameless. Then they took down 
every man his sack to the ground, and opened it. And he searched, 
and began at the eldest, and left off at the youngest: and the cup 
was found in Benjamin’s sack. Then they rent their clothes, and 
returned to the city. And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph’s 
house, and they fell before him on the ground. And Joseph said 


ee To 
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unto them, What deed is this that ye have done? Judah said, 
What shall we say unto my lord? what shall we speak? or how 
shall we clear ourselves? God hath found out the iniquity of thy 
servants. Behold, we are my lord’s bondmen, both we, and he also 
in whose hand the cup is found. And Joseph said, Far be it from 
me that I should do so: the man in whose hand the cup is found 
he shall be my bondman; but as for you, get you up in peace into 
your father. Then Judah came near unto him, and said, Oh, my 


JosepH Maxerau Himsetr Known. 45. 


lord, let thy servant speak a word in my lord’s ears, and let not 
thine anger burn against thy servant. Now therefore when I come: 
to my father, and the lad is not with us, it will come to pass, when 
he seeth that the lad is not with us, that he will die: and thy serv- 
ants will bring down the gray hairs of our father with sorrow to 
Sheol. I became surety for the lad unto my father, saying, If I 
bring him not unto thee, then shall I bear the blame for ever. Now 
therefore, let me abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord; 
and let the lad go up with his brethren. For how shall I go up to. 
my father, if the lad be not with me? I would have to see the evil 
that shall come on my father. 


2. Then Joseph could not refrain himself any longer; and he 
cried, Cause every man to go out from me. And there stood no 
man with him, while Joseph made himself known unto his breth- 
ren. And he wept aloud, and said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; 
- doth my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him; 
for they were troubled at his presence. And Joseph said unto them, 
Come near to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he said, 
I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. And now be 
not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for 
God did send me before you to preserve life. There are yet five 
years, in which their shall be neither plowing nor harvest. _ It was 
not you that sent me hither, but God, to save you alive by a great 
deliverance. Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, 
Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt: 
come down unto me, tarry not: and I will nourish thee; for there 
are yet five years of famine. And he fell upon his brother Benja- 
min’s neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he 
kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and after that they 
talked with him. 

I. Peter 3. 9: Render not evil for evil, or reviling for reviling but 
contrariwise blessing; for hereunto were ye called, that ye should in- 
herit a blessing. 

CATECHISM. 

120. What is meant by the petition: ‘Forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors?”—We pray in this petition that our Father in 
heaven would not regard our sins, nor on their account refuse us the 
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forgiveness of all our sins; for we are worthy of none of these things 
for which we pray, neither have we deserved them; but that He would 
grant them all to us by grace, for we daily sin much and deserve noth- 
ing but punishment. We promise also, on our part, heartily to forgive 
and willingly to do good to those who sin against us. 


24. JACOB GOETH INTO EGYPT. 


(Genesis 45—47.) 


1. And Joseph gave unto his brethren wagons, according to 
the commandment of Pharaoh, and provision for the way, and to 
each man changes of raiment; but to Benjamin he gave 300 pieces 
of silver, and five changes of raiment. And to his father he sent 
many good things of Egypt. So he sent his brethren away, and 
said unto them, See that ye fall not out (quarrel) by the way. And 
they came into the land of Canaan unto Jacob their father.. And 
they told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is ruler over all 
the land of Egypt. And his heart fainted, for he believed them 
not. Then they told him all the words of Joseph. And when he 
saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of 
Jacob revived. And he said, It is enough; Joseph my son is yet 
alive, I will go and see him before I die. 

2. And Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came 
to Beer-sheba, and offered sacrifices unto the God of his father 
Isaac. And God spake unto Israel in the visions of the night, and 
said, Jacob, Jacob. And he said, Here am I. And He said, I am 
God, the God of thy father: fear not to go down into Egypt; for I 
will there make thee a great nation. I will go down with thee into 
Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee up again. And Jacob rose 
up from Beer-sheba: and the sons carried him, and their little 
ones, and their wives in the wagons which Pharaoh had sent. And 
they took their cattle and their goods with them. All the souls 
that came with Jacob into Egypt were 66; with Joseph’s family the 
house of Jacob numbered 70 souls. And Jacob sent Judah before 
him unto Joseph. And Joseph made ready his chariot, and went 
up to meet his father, to Goshen, and presented himself unto him, 
and fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while. And 
Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, 
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that thou art yet alive. Then Joseph went in and told Pharaoh. 
And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, Thy father and thy breth- 
ren are come unto thee. The land of Egypt is before thee, in the 
best of the land make them to dwell; in the land of Goshen let 
them dwell. And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set him 
before Pharaoh. And Jacob blessed Pharaoh. And Pharaoh asked 
him, How old art thou? Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of 
my pilgrimage are 130 years: few and evil have been the days of 
the years of my life, and they have not attained unto the days of 
the years of the life of my fathers in their pilgrimage——And 
Joseph placed his father and his brethren, and gave them posses+ 
sion in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, as Pharaoh had 
commanded. 


Isaiah 28. 29: The Lord of hosts is wonderful in counsel, and ex- 


cellent in wisdom. 
CATECHISM. 


17. Rehearse the Fifth Commandment.—Honor thy father and thy 
mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee. 


25. JACOB’S BLESSING AND DEATH. 


(Genesis 48—50.) 


1. fen Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years; so 
the years of his life were 147 years. And when the time drew near 
that Israel should die, he called Joseph, and said unto him, Swear: 
unto me, that thou wilt deal kindly and truly with me: bury me 
not in Egypt, but in the burying-place of my fathers. And Joseph 
sware unto him. And it came to pass after these things, that one 
said to Joseph, Behold, thy father is sick. And he took with him 
his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. And one told Jacob, and 
said, Behold, thy son Joseph cometh unto thee. And _ Israel 
strengthened himself, and sat upon the bed. And Israel beheld 
Joseph’s sons, and said, Who are these? Joseph said unto his 
father, They are my sons, whom God hath given me here. He said, 
Bring them unto me, and I will bless them. Now the eyes of Is- 
rael were dim for age. And he brought them near unto him; and 
he kissed them, and embraced them, and said, The God before 
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whom my father Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God who hath 
- fed me all my life long unto this day, bless the lads; and let them 
grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth. And Israel said 
unto Joseph, Behold, I die: but God will be with you, and bring 
you again unto the land of your fathers. 

2. And Jacob called his twelve sons, and gave each of them a 
special blessing. And when he blessed Judah, he said, Judah, thee 
shall thy brethren praise; thy father’s sons shall bow down before 
thee. Judah is a lion’s whelp; from the prey, my son, thou art gone 
up. The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff 
from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto Him shall the 
obedience of the peoples be. And Jacob said, I have waited for Thy 
salvation, O Jehovah. And when Jacob made an end of charging 
his sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the 
ghost, and was gathered unto his people. And Joseph fell upon 
his father’s face, and wept upon him, and kissed him. And he com- 
manded the physicians to embalm his father. And the Egyptians 
wept for him 70 days. Then Joseph and his brethren went up into 
the land of Canaan, and buried him in the cave, which Abraham 
had bought for a burying-place. 

3. And when Joseph’s brethren saw that their father was dead, 
they said, It may be that Joseph will hate us, and will fully requite 
us all the evil which we did unto him. And they sent a message 
unto him, saying, Thy father did command before he died, saying, 
So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive the transgression of thy breth- 
ren and their sin, for that they did unto thee evil. And now, we 
pray thee, forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of 
thy father. And his brethren also went and fell down before his 
face; and they said, Behold, we are thy servants. And Joseph wept 
when they spake unto him, and said unto them, Fear not: for am I 
in the place of God? Ye meant evil against me; but God meant it for 
good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive. Now 
therefore fear ye not. I will nourish you, and your little ones. And 
he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them. And Joseph said 
unto them, I die; but God will surely visit you, and bring you up 
‘out of this land unto the land, which He sware to Abraham, to 
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Tsaac, and to Jacob. And Joseph took an oath of the children of 
Israel, saying, God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my 
bones from hence. So Joseph died, being 110 years old. And they 
embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt. 

Ephesians 6. 2: Honor thy father and mother, which is the first 
commandment of promise. 

Luke 6. 37: Release, and ye shall be released. 

CATECHISM, 

122. What do we pray for in the petition: “But deliver us from 
evil?”—We pray in this petition as in the summary that the Father in 
heaven would deliver us from every evil of body and soul; and, finally, 
when our last hour has come, grant us a happy end, and graciously take 
us from this world of sorrow to Himself in heaven. 


26. JOB. 

(Book of Job.) ns 
1. There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job. 
- He feared God, and turned away from evil. And he had seven sons 
and three daughters; his substance also was 7000 sheep, 3000 
camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 asses, so that this man was, the 
greatest of all children of the east. And his sons went and held a 
feast in the house of each one upon his day; and they sent and 
called for their three sisters to eat and drink with them. And when 
the days of their feasting were gone about, Job sent and sanctified 
them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt-offerings. 
according to the number of them all: for he said, It may be that 
my sons have sinned, and renounced God in their hearts. Thus 

did Job continually. 
2. And it fell on a day when his sons and his daughters were 
eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house, that there 
_came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and 
the asses feeding beside them; and the Sabeans fell upon them, and 
took them away: yea, they have slain the servants with the edge of 
the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. While he yet 
was speaking, there came another, and said, The fire of God is 
fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep and the servants,. 
and consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 
While he was yet speaking, there came another, and said, The 
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Chaldeans made three bands, and made a raid on the camels, and 
have taken them away, yea, and slain the servants with the edge 
of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. While he 
was yet speaking, there came also another, and saia, Thy sons and 
thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest broth- 
er’s house; and, behold, there came a great wind from the wilder- 
ness, and smote the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the 


young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell 
thee. Then Job arose, and rent his robe, and shaved his head, and 
fell down upon the ground, and worshipped; and he said, Jehovak 
gave, and Jehovah hath taken away; blessed be the name of Jehovah. 
In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. 

3. Then Satan went forth from the presence of Jehovah, and 
smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. 
And he took a potsherd to scrape himself therewith; and he sat 
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among the ashes. Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still hold 
fast thine integrity? Renounce God, and die. But he said, What? 
shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive 
evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips. . 

4. Now Job’s three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar, came 
to comfort him. And when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and 
knew him not, they wept and sat down with him upon the ground 
seven days and seven nights, and none spake a word unto him: for 
they saw that his grief was very great. After this opened Job his 
mouth, and cursed the day of his birth. Then his friends accused 
him of being a sinner above all men, because God had sent upon 
him greater sorrow than upon any other man. But Job justified 
himself, and sought to contend with God. Then Jehovah answered 
Job out of the whirlwind, and said, Where wast thou when I laid 
the foundations of the earth? When the morning stars sang to- 
gether, and all the sons of God shouted for joy? Then Job an- 
 swered Jehovah, and said, I know that Thou canst do all things; I 
have uttered that which I understood not, things too wonderful for 
me, which I knew not. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in 
dust and ashes. And Jehovah accepted Job, and blessed the latter 
end of Job more than his beginning: and he had 14,000 sheep, 6000 
camels, and 100 yoke of oxen, and 1000 asses. He had also seven 
sons and three daughters. And after this Job lived 140 years, and 
saw his sons, and his son’s sons. So Job died, being old and full of 
days. 

Romans 5. 5—5: We also rejoice in our tribulations: knowing that 
tribulation worketh stedfastness; and stedfastness, approvedness; and 
approvedness, hope; and hope putteth not to shame. 

Lamentations 3. 31, 32: The Lord will not cast off for ever. For 
though He cause grief, yet will He have compassion according to the 
multitude of His tovingkinduesses. 

CATECHISM. 
. 121. What do we pray for in the petition: “Lead us not into temp- 
tation?”—God indeed tempts no one, but we pray in this petition that 
God would protect and keep us, that Satan, the world and our own flesh 
may not deceive us, nor lead us into sin, infamy and vice; mistrust un- 
belief and despair; and though we be assailed by them, we mav never- 
theless conquer and finally obtain the victory over them. 
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Ill. MOSES, THE MEDIATOR OF THE 
OLD COVENANT. 


27. MOSES’ BIRTH AND FLIGHT. 
(Exodus 1 and 2.) 

1. Now when Joseph died, and all his brethren, and all that 
generation, the children of Israel increased abundantly; and the 
land was filled with them. And there arose a new king over Egypt, 
who knew not Joseph. And he said unto his people, Behold, the 
people of the children of Israel are more and mightier than we. 
Come, let us deal wisely with them, lest they multiply, and it come 
to pass, that, when there falleth out a war, they also join them- 
selves unto our enemies, and fight against us. Therefore they did 
set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their burdens. But 
the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and spread 
abroad. And the Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve 
with vigor: and made their lives bitter with hard service, in mortar 
and in brick, and in all manner of service in the field. And Pha- 
raoh charged all his people, saying, Every son that is born, ye shall 
cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive. 

2. And there went a man of the house of Levi, named Amram, 
and took to wife a daughter of Levi, Jochebed by name. And the 
woman baré a son, and when she saw that he was a goodly child, 
she hid him three months. And when she could not longer hide 
him, she took an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and 
with pitch; and she put the child therein, and laid it in the flags 
by the river’s brink. And his sister stood afar off, to know what 
would be done to him. And the daughter of Pharaoh came down 
to bathe at the river; and her maidens walked along by the river- 
side. When she saw the ark among the flags, she sent her hand- 
maid to fetch it. And she opened it, and saw the child: and behold, 
the babe wept. And she had compassion on him, and said, This is 
one of the Hebrew’s children. Then said his sister to Pharaoh’s 
daughter, Shall I go and call a nurse of the Hehrew women, that 
she may nurse the child for thee? And Pharach’s daughter said 
to her, Go. And the maiden went and called the child’s mother. 
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And Pharaoh’s daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and 
nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And the woman 
took the child. And the child grew, and she brought him unto 
Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. And she called his 
name JJoses, and said, Because I drew him out of the water.—And 
Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians; and he 
was mighty in his words and works. (Acts 7%. 22.) 


3. And when Moses was forty years old, he went out unto his 
brethren, and looked on their burdens; and he saw an Hgyptian 
smiting a Hebrew, one of his brethren. And he looked this way 
and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he smote 
the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. And he went out the 
second day, and, behold, two men of the Hebrews were striving Ne 
gether: and he said to him that did the wrong, Wherefore smitest 
thou thy fellow? And he said, Who made thee a prince anda 
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judge over us? Thinkest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the 
Egyptian? And Moses feared, and said, Surely the thing is known. 
Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. But 
Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of 
Midian with a priest whose name was Jethro. And he gave Moses 
Zipporah his daughter to be his wife. 

Job 10. 12: Thou hast granted me life and lovingkindness; and Thy 
visitation hath preserved my spirit. 

Hebrews 11. 24, 25: ‘By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused 
to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to share ill 
treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for 


a season. 
CATECHISM. 


48. What is the meaning of: God is omnipotent?—All things are 
made and sustained by God; He can do and create whatsoever He will. 


28. THE CALL OF MOSES. 
(Exodus 3 and 4.) 

Now Moses was keeping the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, 
the priest of Midian, and came to the mountain of God, unto 
Horeb. And the angel of Jehovah appeared unto him in a flame of 
fire out of a bush. And, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the 
bush was not consumed. And when Jehovah saw that he turned 
aside to see, God called unto him out of the bush, and said, Moses, 
Moses! And he said, Here am I. God said, Draw not nigh hither: 
put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground. Moreover He said, I am the God of thy 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob. And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God. 
And Jehovah said, I have seen the affliction of My people that are 
in Egypt; and I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of 
the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good 
and large land, unto a land flowing with milk and honey. Come now 
therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest 
bring forth My people the children of Israel out of Egypt: Moses 
said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that 
I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt? And He 
said, Certainly I will be with thee, and this shall be a token unto 
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thee, that I have sent thee: when thou hast brought forth the peo- 
ple out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain. Moses 
said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, 
and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me 
unto you; and they shall say to me, What is His name? what shall 
I say unto them? God said unto Moses, “I AM THAT I AM” 
(Jehovah). And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou 
say unto the children of Israel, Jehovah, the God of your fathers, 
hath sent me unto you: this is My name for ever, and this is My 
memorial unto all generations. Moses answered and said, But, be- 
hold, they will not believe me; for they will say, Jehovah hath not 
appeared unto thee. And Jehovah said, What is that in thy hand? 
He said, A rod. And Jehovah said, Cast it on the ground. And he 
cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from 
before it. And Jehovah said unto Moses, Put forth thy hand, and 
take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand, and laid hold of it, 
and it became a rod in his hand. And Jehovah said furthermore 
unto him, Put now thy hand into thy bosom. And he put his hand 
into his bosom; and when he took it out, behold, his hand was lep- 
rous, as white as snow. And He said, Put thy hand into thy bosom 
again. And he put his hand into his bosom again; and when he 
took it out, behold, it was turned again as his other flesh. And 
Jehovah said, If they will not believe even these two signs, thou 
shalt take of the water of the river (Nile), and Pee it upon the dry 
land, and it shall become blood. 

2. And Moses said unto Jehovah, Oh, Lord, I am not eloquent, 
for I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue. Jehovah said unto 
him, Who hath made man’s mouth? Who maketh a man dumb, or 
deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, Jehovah? Now therefore go, 
and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt speak. 
And Moses said, Oh, Lord, send, I pray Thee, whom Thou wilt 
send. And the anger of Jehovah was kindled, and He said, Is there 
not Aaron thy brother? I know that he can speak well. Behold, 
he cometh forth to meet thee. And he shall be thy spokesman unto 
the people. And thou shalt take in thy hand this rod wherewith 


thou shalt do the signs. 
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3. And Moses went and returned to Jethro, and said unto 
him, Let me go, and return unto my brethren, that are in Egypt, 
and see whether they be yet alive. Jethro said, Go in peace. And 
Moses took his wife and his sons, and returned to the land of 
Egypt: and took the rod of God in his hand. And J ehovah said 
unto Aaron, Go into the wilderness to meet Moses. And he went, 
and met him in the mountain of God, and kissed him. And Moses 
told Aaron all the words of Jehovah wherewith He had sent him, 
and all the signs wherewith He had charged him. And they went 
and gathered together all the elders of the children of Israel. And 
‘Aaron spake all the words which Jehovah had spoken unto Moses, 
and did the signs in the sight of the people. And the people be- 
lieved. And when they heard that Jehovah had visited the chil- 
dren of Israel, and had seen their affliction, then they bowed their 
heads and worshipped. 


II. Corinthians 12. 9: My grace is sufficient for thee: for My power 
is made perfect in weakness. 


Philippians 4. 13: I can do all things in Him that strengtheneth me, 


CATECHISM. 


92. What is meant by the calling of the Holy Ghost?—We distin- 
guish between a general and a special calling. In the general calling 
the Holy Ghost invites all mankind to enter into the Kingdom of God. 
In the special calling the Holy Ghost brings the general calling so effec- 
tually to the individual person, that he is compelled to either accept or 
reject it. 


(29. MOSES BEFORE PHARAOH—THE 
PLAGUES. 


(Exodus 5—11.) 

1. And afterward Moses and Aaron came, and said unto Pha- 
raoh, Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, Let My people go! 
Pharaoh said, Who is Jehovah, that I should hearken unto His 
voice? I know not Jehovah, and I will not let Israel go. Where- 
fore do ye loose the people from their works? Get you unto your 
burdens. And the same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters 
of the people, and their officers, saying, Let heavier work-be laid 
upon the men, that they may labor therein; and let them not re- 
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gard lying words. And the taskmasters spake to the people, saying, 
Thus saith Pharaoh, I will not give you straw. Go yourselves, get 
you straw; for nought of your work shall be diminished. So the 
people were scattered abroad to gather stubble for straw. And the 
taskmasters were urgent, saying, Fulfil your daily tasks! Then the 
officers of the children of Israel came, and cried unto Pharaoh. 
But he said, Ye are idle: therefore ye say, Let us go and sacrifice 


to Jehovah. Go therefore now, and work!—And Moses returned 
unto Jehovah, and said, Lord, wherefore hast Thou dealt ill with 
this people? Why is it that Thou hast sent me? For since I came 
to Pharaoh to speak in Thy name, he hath dealt ill with this peo- 
ple; neither hast Thou delivered Thy people. And Jehovah said 
unto Moses, Now shalt thou see what I will do to Pharaoh: for by a 
strong hand shall he let them go. Say unto the children of Israel, 
I am Jehovah, I will redeem you and take you to Me for a people, 
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and I will be to you a God; and ye shall know that I am J ehovah. 
And Moses spake so unto the children of Israel; but they heark- 
ened not unto Moses for anguish of spirit, and for cruel bondage. 

2. And Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh. And Aaron 
cast down his rod before Pharaoh, and it became a serpent. Then 
Pharaoh called for the wise men and sorcerers, and the magicians 
of Egypt did in like manner. But Aaron’s rod swallowed up their 
rods. And Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he hearkened not 
unto them.—And Aaron lifted up the rod, as Jehovah commanded, 
and smote the waters that were in the river, and all the waters were 
turned to blood seven days. And the fish in the river died; and the 
river became foul, and the Egyptians could not drink water from 
the river; and the blood was throughout all the land of Egypt. 
And the magicians of Egypt did in like manner with their enchant- 
ments; and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he hearkened not 
unto them.—And' Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of 
Egypt; and the frogs came up, and covered the land of Egypt. 
Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, Entreat Je- 
hovah, that He take away the frogs from us; and I will let the 
people go. But when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hard- 
ened his heart, and hearkened not unto them.—And Aaron 
stretched out his hand with his rod, and smote the dust of the 
earth, and there were lice upon man and beast. And the magi- 
cians could not do this, and said, This is the finger of God! But 
Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them.— 
And Jehovah sent other severe plagues: swarms of flies into the 
house of Pharaoh and in all the land of Egypt; murrain that all 
the cattle of the Egyptians died; boils and blains on man and beast; 
hail in all the land, that smote all that was in the field, both man 
and beast, every herb, and every tree; only in the land of Goshen, 
where the children of Israel were, was there no hail. Then the east 
wind brought locusts, that darkened the land, and ate up all that 
was left after the hail. And Moses stretched forth his hand to- 
ward heaven; and there was a thick darkness in all the land of 
Egypt three Bie they saw not one another, neither rose any one 
from his place. But all the children of Israel had light in their 
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dwellings. But Jehovah hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would 
not let them go. And Jehovah said unto Moses, Yet one plague 
more will I bring; afterwards he shall let you go. About midnight 
I will go out into Egypt; and all the first-born shall die, from the 
first-born of Pharaoh even unto the first-born of the maid-servant; 
and all the first-born of cattle. But against any of the children of 
Israel shall not a dog move his tongue: that ye may know how that 
Jehovah doth make a distinction between the Egyptians and Israel. 

Psalm 95. 7, 8: To-day, oh that ye would hear His voice! Harden 
not your heart. 

Romans 8. 31: If God is for us, who is against us? 

CATECHISM. 

99. What is conversion?—Conversion is the faithful acceptance of 
the new life, wrought by God, hence a turning from the broad way and 
an entrance upon the straitened way. 


/30. THE PASSOVER. 
(Exodus 12. 1—28.) 

And Jehovah said unto Moses and Aaron, Speak ye unto all 
the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month 
every man shall take a lamb without blemish and a year old for a 
household and shall kill it at even. And they shall take of the 
blood, and put it on the two side-posts and on the lintel, upon the 
houses wherein they shall eat it. And they shall eat the flesh in 
that night, and unleavened bread; and ye shall let nothing of it 
remain until the morning. With your loins girded, your shoes on 
your feet, and your staff in your hand, ye shall eat it in haste: it is 
Jehovah’s passover. For I will go through the land of Egypt in 
that night, and will smite all the first-born, both man and beast. 
And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye 
are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and there shall 
no plague be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of 
Egypt. And this day shall be unto you for a memorial, a feast to 
Jehovah, throughout your generations. When ye are come to the 
land which Jehovah will give you, and your children shall say unto 
you, what mean ye by this service? ye shall say, It is the sacrifice 
of Jehovah’s passover, who passed over the houses of the children 
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of Israel, when He smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses. 
—And the people bowed the head and worshipped. And the chil- 
dren of Israel went and did so, as Jehovah had commanded Moses 
and Aaron. 

I. Corinthians 5. 7, 8: For our passover also hath been sacrificed 
even Christ: wherefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither 
with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth. 

CATECHISM. 

70. How did God prepare mankind for redemption?—God prepared 
mankind for redemption by the promise given in paradise, by the 
preaching of the prophets and by various typical institutions in the old 
covenant. 


J 31. THE DEPARTURE FROM EGYPT. 
(Exodus 12. 29—ch. 15.) 

1. And at midnight Jehovah smote all the first-born in the 
land of Egypt. And there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was 
not a house where there was not one dead. And Pharaoh called 
for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, get you forth 
from among my people; and go, serve Jehovah, as ye have said. 
Take both your flocks and your herds, and be gone; and bless me 
also. And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, to send 
them out of the land in haste; for they said, We are all dead men. 
And the people took their dough before it was leavened, their 
kneading-troughs being bound up in their clothes upon their 
shoulders. And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to 
Succoth, about 600,000 on foot that were men, besides children. 
Now the time that the children of Israel dwelt in Egypt was 430 
years. And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him. And God 
led the people about, by the way of the wilderness by the Red Sea, 
and went before them by day in a pillar of cloud, to lead them the 
way, and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; that they 
might go by day and by night. The pillar of cloud by day, and the 
pillar of fire by night departed not from before the people. 

2. And when it was told the king of Egypt that the people 
were fled, the heart of Pharaoh and of his servants was changed to- 
wards the people, and they said, What is this we have done, that 
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we have let Israel go from serving us? And Pharaoh took 600 
chosen chariots, and captains over all of them, and pursued after 
the children of Israel, and overtook them encamping by the sea. 
And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their 
eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians were marching after them; and 
they were sore afraid, and cried out unto Jehovah. And they said 
unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou 


taken us away to die in the wilderness? Moses said unto the peo- 
ple, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation which Jehovah 
"will work for you to-day. For the Egyptians whom ye have seen 
to-day, ye shall see them no more for ever. Jehovah will fight for 
you, and ye shall hold your peace. And Jehovah said unto Moses, 
Wherefore criest thou unto Me? Speak unto the children of Israel, 
that they go forward. And lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out 
thy hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children of Israel shall 
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go into the midst of the sea on dry ground. And the Egyptians 
shall know that I am Jehovah. And the angel of God, who went 
before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the 
pillar of cloud removed and stood behind them, and came between 
the camp of Egypt and the camp of Israel, yet gave it light by 
night: and the one came not near the other all night. And Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea; and Jehovah caused the sea to 
go back by a strong east wind all the night, and made the sea dry 
land, and the waters were divided. And the children of Israel went 
into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the waters were 
a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left. And the 
Egyptians pursued, and went in after them into the midst of the 
sea. And in the morning Jehovah discomfited the host of the 
Egyptians, and took off their chariot wheels, and they drove them 
heavily. And the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Is- 
rael; for Jehovah fighteth for them! And Jehovah said unto 
Moses, Stretch out thy hand over the sea! And Moses did so, and 
the sea returned to its strength when the morning appeared; and 
the Egyptians fled against it. And Jehovah overthrew the Egyp- 
tians in the midst of the sea, and covered the chariots, and the 
horsemen, even all the host of Pharaoh; there remained not so 
much as one of them. Thus Jehovah saved Israel that day out of 
the hand of the Egyptians. And Israel saw the Egyptians dead 
upon the sea-shore. And the people feared Jehovah and they be- 
lieved in Jehovah, and in His servant Moses. Then sang Moses 
and the children of Israel this song unto Jehovah, saying, I will 
sing unto Jehovah, for He hath triumphed gloriously, the horse 
and his rider hath He thrown into the sea. Jehovah is my strength 
and song, and He is become my salvation. This is my God, and I 
will praise Him; my father’s God, and I will exalt Him. 

Psalm 50. 15: Call upon Me in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, 
and thou shalt glorify Me. 


Psalm 34. 1: I will bless Jehovah at all times: His praise shall con- 
tinually be in my mouth. 
CATECHISM. 
37. What doth God threaten and promise?—God threatens to punish 
all who transgress these commandments; therefore, we should fear His 
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anger and not act contrary to His will. But He promises abundant: 
grace and every blessing to all who keep His commandments. We 
should, therefore, love Him, trust in Him, and cheerfully do according 
to His will. 


ah 32. MURMURING ISRAEL HELPED. 


(Exodus 15—17.) 


1. And Moses led Israel onward from the Red Sea out into 
the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness, 
and found no water. And when they came to Marah, they could 
not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter. And the 
people murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink? 
And he cried unto Jehovah; and Jehovah showed him a tree, and 
he cast it into the waters; and the waters were made sweet. And 
they came to Hlim, where were twelve springs of water and seventy 
palm-trees. And they encamped there by the waters. 

2. And from Elim they came unto the wilderness of Sin. And 
the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured against 
Moses and Aaron, and said, Would that we had died by the hand of 
Jehovah in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh-pots, when 
we did eat bread to the full; for ye have brought us forth into the 
wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with hunger. Then said Jeho- 
vah unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and 
the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day. I 
have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel. At even ye 
shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread; 
and ye shall know that I am Jehovah your God. And at even 
quails came up, and covered the camp: and in the morning the dew 
lay round about the camp. And when the dew was gone up, behold, 
upon the face of the wilderness there lay a small round thing, smail 
as the hoar-frost on the ground. And when the children of Israel 
saw it, they said one to another, What is it ? for they knew not what 
it was. Moses said unto them, It is the bread which Jehovah hath 
given you to eat. Gather ye of it every man according to his eat- 
ing. And the children of Israel did so, and gathered some more, 
some less. And Moses said, Let no man leave of it till the morn- 
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ing. Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses; but some 
of them left of it until the morning, and it bred worms, and be- 
came foul. And on the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, 
for Moses said, To-morrow is a solemn rest, a holy sabbath unto 
Jehovah. And they laid it up till the morning, as Moses bade: and 
it did not become foul, neither was there any worm therein. And 
Moses said, Hat that to-day; for to-day is a sabbath unto Jehovah: 


to-day ye shall not find it in the field. And on the seventh day 
there went out some of the people to gather, and they found none. 
And the children of Israel called it Manna: and it was like cori- 
ander seed, white; and the taste of it was like wafers made with 
honey. And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot full of manna, 
and lay it up before Jehovah, to be kept throughout your genera- 
tions. And the children of Israel did eat manna forty years, until 
they came unto the borders of the land of Canaan. 
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3. And Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, and en- 
camped in Rephidim: and there was no water for the people to 
drink. Wherefore the people strove with Moses, and said, Give us 
water that we may drink. And Moses said unto them, Wherefore 
do ye tempt Jehovah? And Moses cried unto Jehovah, saying, 
What shall I do unto this people? They are almost ready to stone 
me. Jehovah said unto him, Thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the 
river, take in thy hand, and go. Behold, I will stand before thee 
there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and 
there shall come water out of it. And Moses did so. And he called 
the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the striv- 
ing of the children of Israel, and because they tempted Jehovah, 
saying, Is Jehovah among us, or not? 

4, Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel.. And Moses 
said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Ama- 
lek: to-morrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of 
God in my hand. So Joshua did as Moses had told him, and fought 
Amalek. Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 
And when Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed; and when he 
let.-down his hand, Amalek prevailed. But Moses’ hands were 
heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat 
thereon. And Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, one on each 
side, and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. 
And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of 
the sword. 

“Matthew 6. 31, 32: Be not anxious, saying, What shall we eat? 
What shall we drink? Wherewithal shall we be clothed? Yor after all 
these things do the Gentiles seek; for your heavenly Father knoweth 
that ye have need of all these things. 

Psalm 145. 15, 16: The eyes of all wait for Thee; and Thou givest 
them food in due season. Thou openest Thy hand, and satisfiest the 
desire of every living thing. 

CATECHISM. 

119. What do we pray for in the petition: “Give us this day our 
daily bread?”’—God indeed gives daily bread without our prayer, even 
to all the wicked, but we pray in this petition that He would lead us to 
know this, and enable us to receive with thanksgiving what we daily 


need for body and soul. 


66 
33. THE GIVING OF THE LAW ON MOUNT 
SINAI. 


(Exodus 19 and 20.) 
1. In the third month after the childrén of Israel were gone 
forth out of the land of Egypt, they came into the wilderness of 
_ Sinai, and encamped there before the Mount. And Moses went up 
unto God, and Jehovah called unto him out of the mountain, say- 
ing, Thus shalt thou say to the children of Israel: Ye have seen 
what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles’ wings, 
and brought you unto Myself. If ye will obey My voice, and keep 
My covenant, then ye shall be Mine own possession from among all 
peoples: for all the earth is Mine: and ye shall be unto Me a king- 
dom of priests, and a holy nation. And Moses came and called for 
the elders of the people, and set before them all these words which 
Jehovah commanded him. And all the people answered together, 
and said, All that Jehovah hath spoken we will do. And Moses re- 
ported the words of the people unto Jehovah. And Jehovah said 
unto Moses, Sanctify the people to-day and to-morrow and let 
them wash their garments, and be ready against the third day; for 
the third day Jehovah will come down in the sight of all people 
rapon Mount Sinai. And thou shalt set bounds unto the people 
round about, saying, Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up 
into the mount: whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely put 
to death. 

2. And it came to pass on the third day, that there were thun- 
ders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the 
voice of a trumpet exceeding loud; and all the people that were in 
the camp trembled. And Moses brought forth the people out of 
the camp to meet God; and they stood at the nether part of the 
mount. And Mount Sinai, the whole of it, smoked, because Je- 
hovah descended upon it in fire. And when the voice of the 
trumpet waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God answered 
him by a voice. And God spake all these words, saying, 

Iam Jehovah thy. God, who brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 


out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods 
before Me. 
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Thow shalt not make unto thee a graven. image, nor any likeness 
of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: thou shalt. 
not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I Jehovah 
thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children upon the third and upon the fourth genera- 
tion of them that hate Me, and showing lovingkindness wnto 
thousands of them that love Me and keep My commandments. 

Thow shalt not take the name of Jehovah thy God in vain ; for Je- 
hovah will not hold him guiltless that taketh His name in vain. 

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou 
labor, and do all thy work ; but the seventh day is a sabbath 
unto Jehovah thy God: in it thow shalt not do any work, thou, 
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy man-servant, nor thy 
maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within 
thy gates: for in six days Jehovah made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: 
wherefore Jehovah blessed the sabbath day and hallowed it. 

Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be long in the 
land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee. 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

Thow shalt not steal. 

Thow shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 

Thow shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou shalt not covet thy 
neighbor’s wife, nor his man-servant, nor his maid-servant, 
nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy neighbor’s. 

And Moses came and told the people all the words of Jehovah, 
and all the ordinances: and all the people answered with one voice, 
and said, All the words which Jehovah hath spoken will we do. 
And Moses enteréd into the midst of the cloud, and went up into 
the mount: and Moses was in the mount forty days and forty 
nights. 

Micah 6. 8: He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what 


doth Jehovah require of thee, but to do justly, and to love kindness, and 
to walk humbly with thy God? 
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Matthew 22. 37—40: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the great 
and first commandment. And a second like unto it is this, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments the whole 
law hangeth, and the prophets. 


CATECHISM. 


36. What does God declare concerning these Commandments?—God 
says, Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this law to do 
them. Deut. 27. 26. (Gal. 3.10.) Ye shall therefore keep My statutes, 
and My judgments; which if a man do, he shall live in them: I am the 
Lord. Levit. 18. 5. (Luke 10. 28.) 


34. THE GOLDEN CALF. 


(Exodus 32—84.) 


1. And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down 
from the mount, they said unto Aaron, Up, make us gods, which 
shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up 
out of the land of Bey pt, we know not what is become of him. And 
Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden rings, which are in the 
ears of your. wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring 
them unto me. :And he received it at their hand, and made it a 
molten calf. And they said, These are thy gods, O Israel, which 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. And Aaron built an 
altar before it, and made proclamation, and said, To-morrow shall 
be a feast to Jehovah. And they rose up early on the morrow, and 
offered burnt-offerings; and brought peace-offerings; and the peo- 
ple sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play. And Je- 
hovah ‘spake unto Moses, Go, get thee down; for thy people have 
corrupted themselves; they have turned aside quickly out of the 
way which I commanded them. I have seen this people, and, be- 
hold, it is a stiffnecked people; now therefore let Me alone, that 
My wrath may wax hot against them, and that Imay consume 
them: and I will make of thee a great nation. And Moses besought 
Jehovah his God, and said, Remember Abraham, Isaac and Israel, 
Thy servants, to whom Thou swarest, and saidst unto them, I will 
multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land that T 
have spoken of will I give unto your seed. And Jehovah repented . 
of the evil which He said He would do unto His people. 
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. 


2. And Moses went down from the mount, with the two tables 
of the testimony in his hand; tables that were written on both their 
sides; and were the work of God, and the writing was the writing 
of God, graven upon the tables. And as soon as he came nigh unto 
the camp, he saw the calf and the dancing: and Moses’ anger waxed 
hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake them be- 
neath the mount. And he took the calf and burnt it with fire, and 
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ground it to powder, and strewed it upon the water, and made the 
children of tsrael drink of it—Then Moses stood in the gate of the 
camp, and said, Whoso is on Jehovah’s side, let him come unto me. 
And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him. 
And he said unto them, Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, Put 
ye every man his sword upon his thigh, and go to and fro from gate 
to gate throughout the camp, and slay every man his brother, and 
every man his companion, and every man his neighbor. And the 
sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses: and there fell of 
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the people that day about three thousand men.—And Jehovah 
spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. 
And Jehovah said unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of stone like 
unto the first; and I will write upon the tables the words that were 
on the first tables, which thou brakest. And Moses hewed two 
tables of stone like unto the first; and he rose up early in the morn- 
ing and went up unto Mount Sinai, as Jehovah had commanded 
him, and took in his hand two tables of stone. And Jehovah des- 
cended in the cloud, and proclaimed, Jehovah, Jehovah, a God mer- 
ciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness 
and truth; keeping lovingkindness for thousands, forgiving iniquity 
and transgression and sin; and that will by no means clear the 
guilty—And Moses was there with Jehovah forty days and forty 
nights; he did neither eat bread nor drink water. And Moses gave 
them in commandment all that Jehovah had spoken with him in 
Mount Sinai. 

3. And Jehovah commanded Moses to set up a tabernacle. 
This was divided into the Most Holy and the Holy Place. In the 
Most Holy Place stood the Ark of the Covenant which contained 
the two tables of the law. In the Holy Place stood the altar of in- 
cense. In the Court which surrounded the tabernacle, stood the 
altar of burnt-offering. The people of Israel observed the Sabbath, 
the Passover, Pentecost, the Day of Atonement, and the Feast of 
Tabernacles. They also brought sacrifices, and had a Highpriest, 
Priests and Levites. Aaron was consecrated as Highpriest, and his 
sons as Priests. The children of Levi (the Levites) were appointed 
to the service of the tabernacle. 

4. And Jehoval: spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto Aaron 
and unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the children 
of Israel: ye shall say unto them,-Jehovah bless thee, and keep thee: 
Jehovah make His face to shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: 
Jehovah lift up His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace, 
(Numbers 6. 22—26.) So shall they put My name upon the chil- 
dren of Israel; and I will bless them. 


Psalm 78. 10: They kept not the covenant of God, and refused to 
walk in His law. 
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Matthew 4. 10: Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only 
shalt thou serve. 
CATECHISM, 


10. What does God say in the Second Commandment?—God says 
that we shall not worship Him in any image, but as He has taught in 
His word and revealed Himself unto us in His Son Jesus Christ. 


35. THE SPIES. 


(Numbers 13 and 14.) 

1. The children of Israel camped a whole year at Mount Sinai; 
then they set forward according to their journeys out of the wil- 
derness of Sinai and encamped in the wilderness of Paran. And 
Jehovah spake unto Moses, saying, Send thou men, that they may 
spy out the land of Canaan: of every tribe of their fathers shall ye 
send a man, every one a prince among them. And Moses said unto 
them, Go up and see the land, what it is; and the people that dwell 
therein, whether they are strong or weak, whether they are few or 

many. So they went up, and spied out the land. And they came 

unto the valley of Eshcol, and cut down from thence a branch with 
one cluster of grapes, and they bare it upon a staff between two; 
they brought also of the pomegranates, and of the figs. And they 
returned from spying out the land at the end of forty days, and 
said, We came unto the land; and surely it floweth with milk and 
honey; and this is the fruit of it. But we are not able to go up 
against the people; for they are stronger than we, and the cities 
are fortified, and very great. And there we saw men of great sta- 
ture; and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were 
in their sight. 

2. And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried, 
and murmured against Moses and against Aaron and said, Would 
that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would that we had died - 
in this wilderness! And they said one to another, Let us make a 
captain, and let us return into Egypt. Then Moses and Aaron fell 
on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the 
children of Israel. And Joshua and Caleb, who were of them that 
spied out the land said, The land, which we passed through to spy 
it out, is an exceeding good land. If Jehovah delight in us, then 
He will bring us into this land. Only rebel not against Jehovah, 
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neither fear ye the people of the land; Jehovah is with us. But 
all the congregation bade stone them with stones. And the glory 
of Jehovah appeared in the tent of meeting unto all the children of 
Israel. And Jehovah said unto Moses, How long will this people 
despise Me? and how long will they not believe in Me, for all the 
signs which I have wrought among them? I will smite them with 
the pestilence, and disinh'erit them, and will make of thee a nation 


greater and mightier than they. And Moses said unto Jehovah, 
Then the Egyptians will hear it, and say, Because Jehovah was not 
able to bring this people into the land which He sware unto them, 
therefore He hath slain them in the wilderness. And now I pray 
Thee, pardon the iniquity of this people according unto the great- 
ness of Thy lovingkindness, and according as Thou hast forgiven 
this people, from Egypt even until now. And Jehovah said, I have 
pardoned according to thy word: but in very deed, as I live, and as 
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all the earth shall be filled with the glory of Jehovah; because all 
those men have seen My glory, and My signs, which I wrought in 
Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have tempted Me these ten times, 
and have not hearkened to My voice; from twenty years old and 
upward, they shall not see the land which I sware unto their 
fathers, save Caleb and Joshua, because they had another spirit 
with them. Therefore, say unto them, As I live, saith Jehovah, 
surely as ye have spoken in Mine ears, so will I do to you: your 
dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness. But your little ones, that 
ye said should be a prey, them will I bring in, and they shall know 
the land which ye have rejected. And your children shall be wan- 
derers in the wilderness forty years, after the number of the days 
in which ye spied out the land, and ye shall know My alienation. I, 
Jehovah, have spoken, surely this will I do.—And the children of 
Israel mourned greatly and said, Lo, we will go up unto the place 
which Jehovah hath promised: for we have sinned. And Moses 
said, Go not up, for Jehovah is not among you; that ye be not smit- 
ten down before your enemies. But they presumed to go up to the 
top of the mountain. Then the Amalekite came down, and the 
Canaanite who dwelt in that mountain, and smote them. 

Psalm 95. 10, 11: Forty years long was I grieved with that genera- 
tion, and said, It is a people that do err in their heart, and they have not 
known My ways: wherefore [ sware in My wrath, that they should not 
enter into My rest. 

Hebrews 4. 11: Let us therefore give diligence to enter into that rest, 
that no man fall after the same example of disobedience. 

CATECHISM. 

118. What do we pray for in the petition: “Thy will be done, as in 
heaven, so on earth?’—God’s good and gracious will is indeed done 
without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may also be 
done among us, and everywhere, and that every one on the earth may 
do His will as cheerfully as the angels in heaven. 


\ 86. KORAH’S REBELLION. 


(Numbers 16.) 
Now Korah, of the tribe of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram, 
of the tribe of Reuben, with 250 princes of the congregation, as- 
sembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and 
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said unto them, Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the congre- 
gation are holy, every one of them, and J ehovah is among them: 
wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the assembly of Jeho- 
vah? And when Moses heard it, he fell upon his face; and he spake 
unto Korah and unto all his company, saying, In the morning Je- 
hovah will show who are His, and who is holy./ Thou and all thy 
company are gathered together against Jehovah. And Moses sent 
to call Dathan and Abiram; and they said, We will not come up: 
is it a small thing that thou hast brought us up out of a land flow- 
ing with milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness, but thou must 
needs make thyself also a prince over us? Moreover thou hast not 
brought us into a land flowing with milk and honey, nor given us 
inheritance of fields and vineyards: wilt thou put out the eyes of 
these men? we will not come up. And Jehovah spake unto Moses 
and unto Aaron, saying, Separate yourselves from among this con- 
gregation, that I may consume them in a moment. | And they fell 
upon their faces, and said, O God, shall one man sin, and wilt Thou 
be wroth with all the congregation? And Jehovah spake unto 
Moses, saying, Get you up from about the tabernacle of Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram. And Moses rose up and spake unto the con- 
gregation, saying, Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these 
wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, lest ye be consumed in 
all their sins. And Moses said, Hereby ye shall know that Jehovah 
hath sent me to do all these works. If these men die the common 
death of all men, then Jehovah hath not sent me. But if Jehovah 
make a new thing, and the ground open its mouth, and swallow 
them up, with all that appertain unto them, and they go down alive 
into Sheol; then ye shall understand that these men have despised 
Jehovah. And it came to pass, as he made an end of speaking all 
these words, that the ground clave asunder that was under them: 
and the earth opened its mouth, and swallowed them up, and their 
households, and all the men that appertained unto Korah, and all 
their goods. And all Israel that were round about them fled at the 
cry of them; for they said, Lest the earth swallow us up. And fire 
came forth from Jehovah, and devoured the 250 men that offered 
the incense. 
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Romans 13. 1, 2: Let every soul be in subjection to the higher 
powers: for there is no power but of God; and the powers that be are 
ordained of God. Therefore he that resisteth the power, withstandeth 
the ordinance of God: and they that withstand shall receive to them- 


selves judgment. 
CATECHISM. 


18. What does God require in the Fifth Commandment?—God re- 
quires that I always honor father and mother by truly loving, cheerfully 
obeying and filially serving them, and that I likewise honor all who by 
God’s order are my superiors. 


37. THE WATERS OF MERIBAH AND THE 
BRAZEN SERPENT. 
(Numbers 20 and 21.) 

1. Near the end of the forty years, the children of Israel came 
into the wilderness of Zin in the first month; and the people abode 
in Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was buried there—And 
there was no water for the congregation; and the people strove 
with Moses, saying, Would that we had died when our brethren 
died before Jehovah! And why have ye brought the assembly of 
Jehovah into this wilderness, that we should die there, we and our 
beasts? And Moses and Aaron fell upon their faces. And Jehovah 
spake unto Moses, saying, Take the rod, and assemble the congre- 
gation, thou and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock be- 
fore their eyes, that it give forth its water. And Moses took the 
rod from before Jehovah, as He commanded him. And Moses and 
Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock; and he said 
unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; shall we bring you forth water out 
of this rock? And Moses lifted up his hand, and smote the rock 
with his rod twice: and water came forth abundantly and the con- 
gregation drank, and their cattle. And Jehovah said unto Moses 
and Aaron, Because ye believed not in Me, therefore ye shall not 
bring this assembly into the land which I have given them.—And 
the children of Israel journeyed from Kadesh and came unto 
Mount Hor, by the border of the land of Edom. And Jehovah 
said unto Moses, Aaron shall not enter into the land which I have 
given unto the children of Israel, because ye rebelled against my 
word at the waters of Meribah. Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, 
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and bring them up unto Mount Hor: and strip Aaron of his gar- 
ments, and put them upon Eleazar his son: and Aaron shall die 
there. And Moses did as Jehovah commanded: and they went up 
into Mount Hor in the sight of all the congregation. And Aaron 
died there on the top of the mount. And all the congregation wept 
for Aaron thirty days. 


2. And they journeyed from Mount Hor by the way to the Red 
Sea, to compass the land of Edom: and the soul of the people was 
much discouraged because of the way. And the people spake against 
God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of 
Egypt to die in the wilderness ? for there is no bread, and there is no 
water; and our soul loatheth this light bread. And Jehovah sent 
fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, and much 
people of Israel died. And the people came to Moses, and said, We 
have sinned, because we have spoken against Jehovah, and against 
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thee; pray unto Jehovah, that He take away the serpents from us. 
And Moses prayed for the people. And Jehovah said unto Moses, 
Make thee a serpent of brass, and set it upon a standard: and it 
shall come to pass, that everyone that is bitten, when he seeth it, 
shall live. And Moses made a serpent of brass; and if a serpent 
had bitten any man, when he looked unto the serpent of brass, he 
lived. 


John 3. 14, 15: And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness. 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up; that whosoever believeth may 


in Him have eternal life. 
CATECHISM. 


52. What is the meaning of: God is gracious and merciful?—God in 

His mercy and compassion condescends to forgive us all our sins for 

Jesus’ sake; to bear with us in patience and long-suffering, although we 

daily sin greatly, and He is always willing to hear us when we come to 
Him with believing heart. 


s 
38. BALAAM. 


(Numbers 21—24.) 


1. And the children of Israel journeyed from thence and came 
to the border of the Amorites. And Sihon the king of the Amo- 
rites would not suffer Israel to pass through his border but gath- 
ered all his people together and fought against Israel. And Israel 
smote him with the edge of the sword and possessed his land. And 
they turned and went up by the way of Bashan: and Og the king of 
Bashan went out against them. And Jehovah said unto Moses, 
Fear him not: for I have delivered him into thy hand, and all his 
people, and his land. So they smote him, and all his people: and 
they possessed his land. 

2. And the children of Israel journeyed and encamped in the 
plains of Moab beyond the Jordan at Jericho, And Moab saw all 
that Israel had done to the Amorites, and was sore afraid of the 
people, because they were many. And Balak the king of Moab 
sent messengers unto Balaam, to call him that he curse the children 
of Israel. And the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian de- 
parted with the rewards of divination in their hand; and they came 
unto Balaam. And God said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with 
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them; thou shalt not curse the people; for they are blessed. And 
Balaam said unto the princes of Balak, Get you into your land: for 
Jehovah refuseth to give me leave to go with you. And Balak sent 
yet again princes, more, and more honorable than the first, and 
they offered still greater inducements. And God came unto. Ba- 
laam at night, and said, Jf the men are come to call thee, rise up, 
go with them; but only the word which I speak unto thee, that 
shalt thou do. And Balsam went with the princes of Moab. And 
God’s anger was kindled 'secause he went; and the angel of Jehovah 
placed himself in the «vay for an adversary against him. Now he 
was riding upon his a:s and his two servants were with him. And 
the ass saw the ange\ of Jehovah standing in the way, with his 
sword drawn in his hend; and the ass turned aside out of the way, 
and went into the field: and Balaam smote the ass, to turn her into 
the way. Then the angel of Jehovah stood in a narrow path be- 
tween the vineyards, a wall being on this side, and a wall on that 
side. And the ass saa‘ the angel of Jehovah, and she thrust herself 
unto the wall and crushed Balaam’s foot against the wall: and he 
smote her again. And the angel of Jehovah went further, and 
stood in a narrow place, where was no way to turn either to the 
right hand or to tlie left. And the ass saw the angel of Jehovah, 
and she lay down under Balaam: and Balaam’s anger was kindled, 
and he smote the ass with his staff. And Jehovah opened the mouth 
of the ass, and she said unto Balaam, What have I done unto thee, 
that thou hast sm\tten me these three times? A dumb ass spake 
with man’s voice and stayed the madness of the prophet. II. Peter 
2. 16. Then Jehvvah opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the 
angel of Jehovah standing in the way; and he bowed his head, and 
fell on his face. And the angel of Jehovah said unto him, Behold, 
J am come forth for an adversary, because thy way is perverse be- 
fore me, And Balaam said unto the angel of Jehovah, I have sin- 
ned; for I knew not that thou stoodest in the way against me: now 
therefore, if it displease thee, I will get me back again. And the 
angel of Jehovah said unto Balaam, Go with the men; but only the 
word that I shall speak unto thee, that thou shalt speak. So Ba- 
laam went with the princes of Balak, 
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3. And when Balak had met Balaam, he brought him up to 
the top of Pisgah; and he saw from thence the utmust part of the 
people. And when they had offered up a burnt-offering, Balaam 
said, How shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed? And how 
shall I defy, whom Jehovah hath not defied? And instead of curs- 
ing them, he blessed them and said, God is not a man, that He 
should lie, neither the son of man, that He should repent: Hath He 
said, and will He not do it? Or hath He spoken, and will He not 
make it good? Behold, I have received commandment to bless; and 
He hath blessed, and I cannot reverse it. Jehovah, his God is with 
Jacob, and the shout of a king is among them.—And Balak was 
perplexed because Balaam had blessed his enemies, and he took 
him unto another place, unto the top of Peor that he curse Israel 
from thence. But the Spirit of God came upon Balaam and he 
prophesied, saying, How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, thy taber- 
nacles, O Israel! Blessed be every one that blesseth thee, and cursed 
be every one that curseth thee. I see Him, but not now; I behold 
Him, but not nigh. There shall come forth a star out of Jacob, and 
a sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite through the corners 
of Moab, and break down all the sons of tumult——And Balaam rose 
up, and returned to his place. 

I. Timothy 6. 6, 9,10: But godliness with contentment is great gain. 
For they that are minded to be rich fall into a temptation and a snare 
and many foolish and hurtful lusts, such as drown men in destruction 
and perdition. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil: 
which some reaching after have been led astray from the faith, and 
have pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 

CATECHISM. 

12. What does God forbid in the Third Commandment? God says 
that we shall not by His name curse, swear, use witchcraft, lie or deceive 
neither maliciously nor thoughtlessly. 


39. MOSES’ FAREWELL AND DEATH. 
(Deuteronomy 1—384.) 

1. And Jehovah said unto Moses, Get thee up unto the top of 
Pisgah, and behold the land which I have given unto the children 
of Israel. And when thou hast seen it, thou also shalt be gathered 
unto thy people, as Aaron thy brother was gathered: because ye 
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rebelled against my word in the wilderness. And Moses spake unto 
Jehovah, saying, Let Jehovah appoint a man over the congregation, 
who may lead them, that the congregation of Jehovah be not as 
sheep which have no shepherd. And Jehovah said unto Moses, 
Take thee Joshua, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay thy hand 
upon him, that all the congregation of the children of Israel may 
obey. And Moses did as Jehovah commanded him. 

2, And in the fortieth year after they were gone forth out of 
the land of Egypt, Moses spake unto the children of Israel accord- 
ing unto all that Jehovah had given commandment unto them, say- 
ing, Hear, O Israel: Jehovah our God is one Jehovah: and thou 
shalt love Jehovah thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy might. And these words, which I command 
thee this day, shall be upon thy heart; and thou shalt teach them 
diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sit- 
test in thy house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when 
thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And if thou shalt 
hearken diligently unto the voice of Jehovah, thy God, to observe 
to do all His commandments, His blessings shall come upon thee. 
Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed thou shalt be in the 
field. Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt 
thou be when thou goest out. And Jehovah will make thee plente- 
ous for good and will open unto thee His good treasure the heavens, 
to give the rain of thy land im its season, and to bless all the work 
of thy hand. But if thou wilt not obey the voice of Jehovah thy 
God, His curses shall come upon thee. Cursed shalt thou be in the 
field, cursed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and cursed shalt 
thou be when thou goest out. And Jehovah will scatter thee among 
all peoples, from the one end of the earth even unto the other end 
of the earth; and thou shalt fear night and day, and shalt have no 
assurance of thy life. See, I have set before thee this day life and 
good, and death and evil. Jehovah thy God will raise up unto thee a 
prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto 
ITim ye shall hearken. And when Moses, the man of God, had 
ended these words, he blessed the twelve tribes of Israel, every 
tribe with a special blessing. 
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3. And Moses went up unto Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, 
that is over against Jericho. And Jehovah showed him all the land 
unto the utmost sea, and said unto him, This is the land which I 
sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will 
’ give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, 
but thou shalt not go over thither. So Moses the servant of Jeho- 
vah died according to the word of Jehovah. And He buried him in 
the valley in the land of Moab; but no man knoweth of his sepul- 
chre unto this day. And Moses was 120 years old when he died: 
his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated. And the chil- 
dren of Israel wept for Moses thirty days. And Joshua the son of 
Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid his hands 
upon him: and the children of Israel hearkened unto him. And 
there hath not arisen a prophet since in Israel ike unto Moses, 
whom Jehovah knew face to face. 

Proverbs 10. 7: The memory of the righteous is blessed. 

Revelation 14. 13: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from 
henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, *that they may rest from their labors; 
for their works follow with them. 

CATECHISM. 


111. What is meant by “life everlasting?”—They, who are justified 
and perfected in Christ, after receiving in the resurrection the glory of 
Christ, in body and soul, shall enter into eternal bliss and glory. 


IV. JOSHUA AND THE JUDGES. 
40. ISRAEL ENTERS CANAAN. 


(Joshua 1—7.) 


1. Now after the death of Moses, Jehovah spake unto Joshua, 
saying, Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this 
Jordan, unto the land which I do give to the children of Israel. 
There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days 
of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee; I will not 
fail thee, nor forsake thee. Only be strong and very courageous, 
to observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant 
commanded thee. This book of the law shall not depart out of thy 
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mouth, but thou shalt meditate thereon day and night, that thou 
mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for 
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have 
good success. Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, 
saying, Within three days ye are to pass over this Jordan, to go in 
’ to possess the land, which Jehovah your God giveth you to possess 
it. And they said, According as we hearkened unto Moses in all 
things, so will we hearken unto thee. 


2. And Joshua sent out two men as spies secretly. And they 
came to Jericho and went into the house of Rahab and lodged there. 
And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, Behold, there came 
men in hither to-night of the children of Israel to search out the ° 
land. And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, Bring 
forth the men that are come to thee. And the woman hid them 
and said, I knew not. whence they were, and when it was dark they 
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went out: pursue after them quickly; for ye will overtake them. 
And the men pursued after them. And the woman came up unto 
the men upon the roof, where she had hid them, and said, I know 
that Jehovah hath given you the land. Now therefore, I pray you, 
swear unto me, since I have dealt kindly with you, that ye also will 
deal kindly with my father’s house, and that ye will save alive my 
father, and my mother, and my brethren, and my sisters, and all 
that they have. And the men did so. Then she let them down by 
a cord through the window; for her house was upon the side of the 
wall of the city. 


3. So the two men returned to Joshua and told him all that 
had befallen them, and said, Truly Jehovah hath delivered into our 
hands all the land; and moreover all the inhabitants of the land do 
_ melt away before us. And Joshua rose up early in the morning, 
and the people came to the Jordan. And Joshua said unto the peo- 
ple, Sanctify yourselves; for to-morrow Jehovah will do wonders 
‘among you: Hereby ye shall know that the living God is among 
you, and that He will without fail drive out from before you the 
people of Canaan. The priests shall bear the ark of Jehovah, the 
Lord of all the earth, before you. And it shall come to pass, when 
the soles of the feet of the priests shall be dipped in the brink of 
the water, that the waters which come from above shall stand and 
rise up in one heap; and those that go down toward the Salt Sea 
shall flow off. And the people passed over right against Jericho. 
And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant stood firm on dry 
ground in the midst of the Jordan, until all Israel passed over on 
dry ground. And Joshua set up twelve stones, which they had 
taken out of the Jordan, for a memorial. And the children of Is- 
rael kept the passover in the plains of Jericho. And they did eat of 
the produce of the land on the morrow after the passover; and the 
manna ceased. 

4. Now Jericho was straitly shut up because of the children of 
Israel: none went out, and none came in. And Jehovah said unto 
Joshua, See, I have given into thy hand Jericho. And ye shall 
compass the city, and all the men of war, going about the city once. 
Thus shalt thou do six days. And seven priests shall bear seven 
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trumpets before the ark: and the seventh day ye shall compass the 
city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. And it 
shall be, that, when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people 
shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall 
down flat. And it was so, that, when Joshua had spoken unto the 
people, the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets before Jehovah 
passed on, and blew the trumpets. So they did six days. And it came 
to pass on the seventh day, that they rose early at the dawning of 
the day, and compassed the city after the same manner seven times. 
And at the seventh time, when the priests blew the trumpets, 
Joshua said unto the people, Shout; for Jehovah hath given you 
the city. And the city shall be devoted, even it and all that is 
therein, to Jehovah. So the people shouted with a great shout, and 
the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city and 
took it. 

5. But Achan of the tribe of Judah took of the devoted thing: 
and the anger of Jehovah was kindled against the children of Is- 
rael, and He said, Israel hath sinned. So Joshua brought Israel 
near by their tribes; and Achan of the tribe of Judah was taken. 
And Joshua said, My son, give glory to Jehovah, and make confes- 
sion unto Him; and tell me now what thou hast done; hide it not 
from me. And Achan answered Joshua, and said, Of a truth I have 
sinned against Jehovah. When I saw among the spoil a goodly 
Babylonish mantle, and 200 shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold, 
then I coveted them, and took them; and, behold, they are hid in 
the earth in the midst of my tent. So Joshua sent messengers and 
they brought them unto him. And Joshua said, Why hast thou 
troubled us? Jehovah shall trouble thee this day. And all Israel 
stoned him with stones; and they burned them with fire. And they 
raised over him a great heap of stones. 

Psalm 60. 12: Through God we shall do valiantly. 
Hebrews 11. 30: By faith the walls of Jericho fell down. 


CATECHISM. 
27. What does God forbid in the Highth Commandment?—God for- 
bids robbery and theft likewise trickery and fraud in business and con- 
duct, also covetovsness, avarice, envy, extravagance, idleness, ete. 
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(Joshua 23 and 24.) 

1, And Joshua overcame all the kings of the land, because Je- 
hovah was with him. And when Joshua was old and well stricken 
in years, he divided the land unto the tribes by lot, as Jehovah had 
commanded Moses. Only unto the tribe of Levi he gave no in- 
heritance; the offerings of Jehovah, the God of Israel, made by fire 
are his inheritance, as He spake unto him. And there were given 
unto the Levites forty-eight cities among all the tribes of Israel. 
So Jehovah gave unto Israel all the land which He sware to give 
unto their fathors; and they possessed it, and dwelt therein. And 

_ Jehovah gave them rest from all their enemies round about. There 
failed not aught of any good thing which Jehovah had spoken unto 
the house of Israel; all came to pass. 

2. And when Jehovah had given rest unto Israel from all their 
enemies round about, Joshua called for all Israel, and said unto 
them, I am old and well stricken in years: and ye have seen all that 
Jehovah, your God hath done unto all these nations because of you; 
for Jehovah your God, He it is that hath fought for you. Take good 
heed therefore unto yourselves, that ye love Jehovah your God. 
Else if ye do at all go back, and cleave unto the remnant of these 
nations, know for a certainty that Jehovah your God will no more 
drive these nations from out of your sight; but they shall be a snare 
an4 a trap unto you, and a scourge in your sides. And, behold, this 
day I am going the way of all the earth: and ye know that not one 
thing hath failed of all the good things which Jehovah your God 
spake concerning you; all are-come to pass unto you, not one thing 
hath failed thereof. And as all the good things are come upon you, 
so will Jehovah bring upon you all the evil things, when ye trans- 
gress the covenant of Jehovah your God. Now therefore fear Je- 
hovah, and serve Him in sincerity and in truth. And if it seem 
evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this day whom ye will 
serve: but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah. And the 
people answered and said, Far be it from us that we should forsake 
Jehovah, to serve other gods: we also will serve Jehovah; for He 
is our God. So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, 
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an@ set them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem. And Joshua, 
the servant of Jehovah died, being 110 years old. And they buried 
him in Mount Ephraim. 
Psalm 33. 4: For the word of Jehovah is right; and all His work is 
done in faithfulness. 
Matthew 6. 24: No man can serve two masters, 
CATECHISM., 


6. Rehearse the First Commandment.—I am the Lord thy God, 
which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before Me. 


. 42. GIDEON. 
(Judges 2—8.) 

i. And when Joshua, the servant of Jehovah, had died, and 
also all that generation were gathered unto their fathers, there 
arose another generation after them, that knew not Jehovah, nor 
yet the work which He had wrought for Israel. And the children 
of Israel did that which was evil in the sight of Jehovah and fol- 
lowed other gods. And Jehovah delivered them into the hands of 
their enemies. And when Jehovah raised them up judges, Jehovah 
was with the judge, and saved them out of the hand of their 
enemies. 


2. And when the children of Israel cried unto Jehovah be- 
cause of the Midianites, the angel of Jehovah appeared unto 
Gideon. And Gideon was beating out wheat in the winepress, to 
hide it from the Midianites. And the angel said unto him, Jehovah 
is with thee, thou mighty man of valor. Go, and thou shalt save 
Israel from the hand of Midian. And Gideon said unto God, If 
Thou wilt save Israel by my hand, behold, I will put a fleece of 
wool on the threshing-floor; if there be dew on the fleece only, and 
it be dry upon all the ground, then shall I know that Thou wilt 
save Israel by my hand. And it was so; for he rose up early on the 
morrow, and pressed the fleece together, and wrung the dew out of 
the fleece, a bowlful of water. And Gideon said unto God, Let me 
make trial but this once with the fleece; let it now be dry only upon 
the fleece, and upon all the ground let there be dew. And God did 
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so that night: for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there was 
dew on all the ground, 

3. Then Gideon and all the people that were with him, rose 
up early. And Jehovah said unto Gideon, The people that are with 
thee are too many for Me to give the Midianites into their hand, 
lest Israel vaunt themselves against Me, saying, Mine own hand 
hath saved me. Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, 
saying, Whosoever is fearful and trembling, let him return and de- 
part. And there returned of the people 22,000; and there re- 
mained 10,000. And Jehovah said unto Gideon, The people are yet 
too many; bring them down unto the water, and I will try them for 


_ thee there. Every one that lappeth of the water with his tongue, 


as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise every one 
that boweth down upon his knees to drink. And the number of 
them that lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, was 300 men. 


‘And Jehovah said unto Gideon, By the 300 men will I save you; 


and let all the other people go every man unto his place. 

4, And the same night Jehovah said unto Gideon, Arise, get 
thee down into the camp of Midian, and thou shalt hear what they 
say. Then went he down with his servant. And the Midianites 
and the Amalekites lay along in the valley like locusts for multi- 
tude; and their camels were without number, as the sand which is 
upon the seashore for multitude. And when Gideon was come, 
behold, there was a man telling a dream unto his fellow, and said, 
Behold, I dreamed, and lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the 
camp of Midian, and came unto the tent, and smote it so that it 
fell, and turned it upside down. And his fellow answered and said, 
This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon: into his hand God 
hath delivered Midian. And Gideon returned into the camp of Is- 
rael, and said, Arise; for Jehovah hath delivered into your hand 
the host of Midian. And he divided the 300 men into three com- 
panies, and he put into the hands of all of them trumpets, and 
empty pitchers, with torches within the pitchers, And he said unto 
them, Look on me, and do likewise: and, behold, when I come to 
the outermost part of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall 
ye do. When I blow the trumpet, I and all that are with me, then 
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blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and say, 
For Jehovah and for Gideon. So Gideon, and the hundred men 
that were with him, came to the newly set watch; and they blew the 
trumpets, and brake in pieces the pitchers that were in their hands, 
And the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers, © 
_ and cried, The sword of Jehovah and of Gideon. Then all the host 
of Midian ran, and were humbled before the children of Israel. 
Then the men of Israel said unto Gideon, Rule thou over us. But 
Gifleon said, I will not rule over you: Jehovah shall rule over you. 
And the land had rest forty years in the days of Gideon. 


I. Samuel 14. 6: For there is no restraint to Jehovah to save by 
many or by few. 


Psalm 121. 2: My help cometh from Jehovah, who made heaven and 
earth. 
CATECHISM. 


87. What does God threaten and what does He promise?—God 
threatens to punish all who transgress these commandments; therefore, 
we should fear His anger and not act contrary to His will. But He 
promises abundant grace and every blessing to all who keep His com- 
mandments. We should, therefore, love Him, trust in Him, and cheer- 
fully do according toe His will. 


43. SAMSON. 
(Judges 14—16.) 

TY. And the children of Israel again did that which was evil in 
the sight of Jehovah; and Jehovah delivered them into the hand of 
the Philistines forty years. And there was a certain man of the 
Danites, whose name was Manoah. And the angel of Jehovah ap- 
peared unto his wife, and said unto her, Behold now, thou shalt 
bear a son. And the child shall be a Nazirite unto God. He shall 
ink no wine nor strong drink, and no razor shall come upon his 
head, and he shall begin to save Israel out of the hand of the 
Philistines. And the woman bare a son, and called his name Sam- 
son (like the sun). And the child grew and Jehovah blessed him, 
and the Spirit of Jehovah began to move him. And Samson went 
to the Philistines to take a wife. And as he went down with his 
father and his mother, behold, a young lion roared against him. 
And the Spirit of Jehovah came mightily upon him, and he rent 
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him as he would have rent a kid; and he had nothing in his hand. 
And after a while he returned that way; and, behold, there was a 
swarm of bees in the body of the lion, and honey. And he took it 
into his hands and did eat. And Samson made a marriage-feast 
and said to the guests, Let me now put forth a riddle unto you; if 
ye can find it out, I will give you thirty linen garments and thirty 
changes of raiment; but if ye cannot declare it unto me, then shall 
_ ye give me thirty linen garments and thirty changes of raiment. 
And they said unto him, Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear it. 
And he said unto them, Out of the eater came forth food, and out 
of the strong came forth sweetness. And they could not declare 
the riddle. And they said unto Samson’s wife, Entice thy husband, 
that he may declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy 
father’s house with fire. And Samson’s wife wept before him, and 
he told her. And she told the riddle to the children of her people. 
And the men said unto him, What is sweeter than honey? and what 
is stronger than a lion? And the Spirit of Jehovah came upon 
him, and he went forth, and smote thirty Philistines, and took 
their spoil, and gave the changes of raiment unto them that de- 
clared the riddle. 

2. And the father of Samson’s wife had given her to his com- 
panion. And Samson said, This time shall I be blameless in re- 
gard of the Philistines, when I do them a mischief. And when he 
was avenged of them, he went down and dwelt in the cleft of the 
rock of Etam in Judah. Then the Philistines went up to fight 
against Judah. And 3000 men of Judah went down to the cleft of 
the rock to take Samson and deliver him into the hands of the 
Philistines. And he was bound with two new ropes. And when he 
came, the Philistines shouted against him: and the Spirit of Jeho- 
vah came mightily upon him, and the ropes that were upon his 
arms became as flax that was burnt with fire, and dropped from off 
his hands. And he found a fresh jawbone of an ass, and took it, 
and smote a thousand men therewith—And Samson went to Gaza. 
And the Gazites laid wait for him all night in the gate of the city 
to kill him. And he arose at midnight, and laid hold of the doors 
of the gate of the city, and the two posts and plucked them up, bar 
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and all, and put them upon his shoulders, and carried them up to 
the top of the mountain. 

3, And it came to pass afterward that he loved a woman whose 
name was Delilah. And the lords of the Philistines came up unto 
her, and said, Entice him, and see wherein his great strength lieth, 
and we will give thee every one of us eleven hundred pieces of sil- 
ver. But Samson would not tell her. And it came to pass, when 


she pressed him daily with her words, and urged him, that his soul 
was vexed unto death. And he told her all his heart, and said unto 
her, There hath not come a razor upon my head; for I have been a 
Nazirite unto God; if I be shaven, then my strength will go from 
me. Then Delilah sent for the lords of the Philistines, and they 
brought the money in their hand. And she made him sleep upon 
her knees; and she called for a man, and shaved off the seven locks 
of his head. And his strength went from him. And the Philistines 
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laid hold on him, and put out his eyes, and bound him with fetters 
of brass; and he did grind in the prison-house. 

4. Howbeit the hair of his head began to grow again after he 
was shaven. And the lords of the Philistines gathered them to- 
gether to offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their god. And they 
called for Samson out of the prison-house; and he made sport be- 
fore them. And they set him between the pillars; and Samson said 
unto the lad that held him by the hand, Suffer me that I may feel 
the pillars whereupon the house resteth, that I may lean upon 
them. Now the house was full of men and women; and all the 
lords of the Philistines were there; and there were upon the roof 
about 3000 men and women. And Samson called unto Jehovah, 
and said, O Lord Jehovah, remember me, I pray Thee, and 
strengthen me, only this once. And Samson took hold of the two 
middle pillars upon which the house rested, and said, Let me die 
with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his might; 
and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were 
therein. So the dead that he slew at his death were more than they 
that he slew in his life. 

Jeremiah 9, 23, 24: Let not the wise man ‘glory in his wisdom, 
neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man 
glory in his riches; but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he hath 
understanding, and knoweth Me, that I am Jehovah who exerciseth loy- 
ingkindness, justice, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things 


I delight, saith Jehovah. 
CATECHISM. 


67. What is the punishment for sin?—The punishment for sin is: 
death, as it is written Rom. 6. 23: The wages of sin is death. 


/ 44. RUTH. 
(The Book of Ruth 1—4.) 

1. In the days when the judges judged, there was a famine in 
the land. And a certain man of Bethlehem named Hlimelech went 
to sojourn in the country of Moab with his wife Naomi and two 
sons. And Elimelech died and Naomi was left, and her two sons. 
And they took them wives of the women of Moab; the name of the 
one was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth: and they dwelt 
there about ten years, and the sons both died. Then Naomi arose 
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with her daughters-in-law, that she might return from the country 
of Moab. And on the way she said to them, Go, return; Jehovah 
_ deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me. 
Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voice, and wept. 
And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, and returned; but Ruth clave 
unto her. And Naomi said, Return thou also. And Ruth said, 
Entreat me not to leave thee, and to return from following after thee; 


for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge ; 
thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; where thou diest, 
I will die, and there will I be buried; naught but death shall part thee 
and me. 

2. And when they came to Bethlehem, all the city was moved 
about them, and said, Is this Naomi? And she said unto them, 
Call me not Naomi (Joyful), call me Mara (Bitter); for the Al- 
mighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. I went out full, and Je- 
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hovah hath brought me home again empty. And it was the time 
of the beginning of barley harvest. And Ruth went and gleaned 
ears; and the field belonged unto Boaz, who was of the family of 
Elimelech. And, behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said 
unto the reapers, Jehovah be with you. And they answered him, 
Jehovah bless thee. Then said Boaz, Whose damsel is this? And 
the servant that was set over the reapers said, It is the Moabitish 
damsel that came back with Naomi. Then said Boaz unto Ruth, 
Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, 
but abide by my maidens; on the field that they do reap, go thou 
after them. Have I not charged the young men that they shall not 
touch thee? And when thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, and 
drink. Then she fell on her face, and said unto him, Why have I 
found favor in thy sight, seeing I am a foreigner? And Boaz said, 
It hath fully been showed me, all that thou hast done unto thy 
mother-in-law since the death of thy husband; and how thou hast 
left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and 
art come unto a people that thou knewest not heretofore. Jehovah 
recompense thy work and a full reward be given thee of Jehovah, 
the God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to take refuge. 
‘Then she said, Let me find favor in thy sight, my lord. And at 
meal-time Boaz said unto her, Come hither and eat of the bread, 
and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And when she was risen up to 
glean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying, Let her glean even 
among the sheaves, and reproach her not. 

3. So she gleaned in the field until even; and she came to her 
mother-in-law and gave to her that which she had left after she 
was sufficed. And her mother-in-law said unto her, Where hast 
thou gleaned to-day? And she said, The man’s name with whom I 
wrought to-day is Boaz. And Naomi said, Blessed be he of Je- 
hovah. The man is nigh of kin unto us, one of our near kinsmen. 
So Ruth gleaned unto the end of the harvest; and she dwelt witk 
her mother-in-law. And Naomi said, Behold, Boaz winnoweth bar- 
ley to-night in the threshing-floor. Put thy raiment upon thee, 
and get thee down to the threshing-floor. And she went down unte 
the threshing-floor, and did according to all that her mother-in-law 
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bade her, and said to Boaz, Spread thy skirt over thy hand-majd; 
for thou art a near kinsman. And Boaz said, It is true that lama 
near kinsman; howbeit there is a kinsman nearer than I, If he will 
not do the part of a kinsman to thee, then will I do it, as Jehovah 
liveth. 

4. And she came to her mother-in-law and told her all, and 
said, These six measures of barley gave he me; for he said, Go not 
empty unto thy mother-in-law. Then said she, Sit still, my daugh- 
ter, until thou know how the matter will fall; for the man will not 
rest until he have finished the thing this day. Then went Boaz 
and said to the near kinsman, Wilt thou redeem Elimelech’s parcel 
of land? And he said, I cannot redeem it; buy it for thee. So 
Boaz bought the land, and took Ruth, and she became his wife. 
And Jehovah gave her a son, whom she called Obed. He was the 
father of Jesse, who was the father of David of whom Jesus Christ 
was a descendant. 

Ephesians 6. 2, 3: Honor thy father and mother (which is the first 
commandment with promise), that it may be well with thee, and thou 
mayest live long on the earth. 

CATECHISM. 

17. Rehearse the Fifth Commandment.—Honor thy father and thy 
mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee. 

/45. ELI AND SAMUEL. 
(I. Samuel 1—6.) 

1. In the days of Hli the highpriest there was a man of Ra- 
math whose name was Hikanah. His wife Hannah had no children. 
And they went up out of the city to worship and to sacrifice unto 
Jehovah of hosts in Shiloh. And Hannah was in bitterness of soul, 
and prayed unto Jehovah, and vowed a vow, and said, O Jehovah 
of hosts, if Thou wilt give unto Thy handmaid a man-child, then I 
will give him unto Jehovah all the days of his life, and there shall 
no razor come upon his head. And it came to pass, as she contin- 
ued praying before Jehovah, that Eli marked her mouth. Now 
Hannah, she spake in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice 
was not heard: therefore Eli thought she had been drunken.. And 
Eli said unto her, How long wilt thou be drunken? And Hannah 
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answered and said, No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: 
I have poured out my soul before Jehovah. Then Eli answered and 
said, Go in peace; and the God of Israel grant thy petition that 
thou hast asked of Him. So the woman went her way; and her 
countenance was no more sad. 

2. And Hannah bare a son, and called his name Samuiel, say- 
ing, Because I have asked him of Jehovah. And when she had 


and said to Eli, My lord, I am the woman that prayed for this 
child; and Jehovah hath given me my petition which I asked of 
Him; therefore also I have granted him to Jehovah as long as he 
liveth. And Hannah praised Jehovah. And the child did minister 
unto Jehovah before Eli the priest. 

3. Now the sons of Eli were base men; they knew not Jeho- 
yah, and they despised the offering of Jehovah. And Hli was very 
old; and he heard all that his sons did. And he said unto them, 
Why do ye such things? Nay, my sons; for it is no good report, 


96 Ext anD SAMUEL. 


that I hear: ye make Jehovah’s people to transgress. But they 
hearkened not unto the voice of their father. And the child 
Samuel grew on, and increased in favor both with Jehovah, and 
also with men. And the word of Jehovah was precious in those 
days; there was no frequent vision. And it came to pass at that 
time when Eli was laid down in his place (now his eyes had begun 
to wax dim) and Samuel was laid down to sleep, in the temple of 
Jehovah, where the ark of God was; that Jehovah called Samuel. 
And he said, Here am I. And he ran unto Eli, and said, Here am 
I; for thou calledst me. And he said, I called not; lie down again. 
And he went and lay down. And Jehovah called yet again, Samuel. 
And Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou 
calledst me. And he answered, I called not, my son; lie down 
again. And Jehovah called Samuel again the third time. And 
he arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am J; for thou calledst me. 
And Eli perceived that Jehovah had called the child. Therefore 
Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down; and it shall be, if He call thee, 
that thou shalt say, Speak, Jehovah; for Thy servant heareth. So 
Samuel went and lay down in his place. And Jehovah came, and 
stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel 
said, Speak; for Thy servant heareth. And Jehovah said to Samuel, 
Behold, I will perform against Eli all that I have spoken concern- 
ing his house. For I have told him that I will judge his house for 
ever, for the iniquity which he knew, because his sons did bring a 
curse upon themselves, and he restrained them not. And Samuel 
feared to show Eli the vision. Then Eli called Samuel, and said, 
What is the thing that Jehovah hath spoken unto thee? Hide it not 
from me. And Samuel told him every whit. And Eli said, I¢ is 
Jehovah: let Him do what seemeth Him good. 


4, Now Israel went out against the Philistines to battle. And 
the two sons of Eli were there with the ark of the covenant of God. 
And the Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten; and the ark of 
God was taken; and the two sons of Eli were slain. And there ran 
a man of the army, and came to Shiloh with his clothes rent, and 
with earth upon his head. And Eli was sitting upon his seat by the 
wayside watching; for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And 
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the man said unto Eli, Israel is fled before the Philistines, and thy 
two sons are dead, and the ark of God is taken. And when he made 
mention of the ark of God, Eli fell from off his seat backward, and 
his neck brake, and he died. Now he was ninety-eight years old, 
and had judged Israel forty years. 

5. And Jehovah visited the Philistines with many plagues on 
account of the ark of the covenant; so that they sent it back to the 
children of Israel. And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, 
saying, If ye do return unto Jehovah with all your heart, then put 
away the foreign gods from among you, and direct your hearts unto 
Jehovah, and serve Him only; and He will deliver you out of the 
hand of the Philistines. Then: they did put away the foreign gods, 
and served Jehovah only. And Samuel gathered all Israel together 
to Mizpah, and they fasted and said, We have sinned against Jeho- 
vah. And Samuel cried unto Jehovah for Israel; and Jehovah an- 
swered him. And the Philistines were smitten down before Israel; 
and they came no more within the border of Israel as long as 
Samuel lived. Then Samuel took a stone, and set it up, and called 
it Eben-ezer, saying, Hitherto hath Jehovah helped us. And Samuel 
judged Israel all the days of his life. 

Proverbs 8. 17: Those that seek Me diligently shall find Me. 
I. Samuel 2. 30: Them that honor Me I will honor, and they that 
despise Me shall be lightly esteemed. 
CATECHISM. 
8. What does God forbid in the First Commandment?—God forbids 
all idolatry. 


JV. THE FIRST THREE KINGS OF 
ISRAEL. 


46. SAUL, THE FIRST KING OF ISRAEL. 
(1. Samuel 8—15.) 

“1. And when Samuel was old, he made his sons judges over 
Israel. And they walked not in his ways, but turned aside after 
lucre, and took bribes, and perverted justice. Then all the elders 
of Israel gathered themselves together, and said unto Samuel, Be- 
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hold thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us 
a king to judge us like all the nations. But the thing displeased 
Samuel, and he prayed unto Jehovah. And Jehovah said unto 
Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say 
unto thee; for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected 
Me, that I should not be king over them. 

2. Now there was aman of Benjamin, whose name was Kish, 
and he had a son, whose name was Saul, a young man and a goodly: 
from his shoulders and upward he was higher than any of the 
people. And the asses of Kish were lost. And he said to Saul his 
son, Take now one of the servants with thee, and arise, go seek the 
asses. And he passed through the hill-country of Ephraim, but 
they found them not. And when they came to Ramah the servant 
said, Behold now, there is in this city a man of God; all that he 
saith cometh surely to pass: now let us go thither; peradventure he 
can tell us concerning our journey whereon we go. And when they 
were come into the city, behold, Samuel came out toward them. 
Now Jehovah had revealed unto Samuel a day before Saul came, 
saying, To-morrow about this time I will send thee a man out of 
the land of Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint him to be prince over 
my people Israel. And when Samuel saw Saul, Jehovah said unto 
him, Behold, the man of whom I spake to thee! this same shall 
have authority over My people. Then Saul drew near to Samuel 
and said, Tell me, I pray thee, where the seer’s house is. And 
Samuel answered Saul, and said, I am the seer; ye shall eat with 
me to-day: and in the morning I will let thee go. And as for thine 
asses that were lost three days ago, set not thy mind on them; for 
they are found. And for whom is all that is desirable in Israel? 
Is it not for thee, and for all thy father’s house ?—And the next 
day, they arose early, and went out both of them, abroad. Then 
Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured it upon his head, and kissed 
him, and said, Is it not that Jehovah hath anointed thee to be 
prince over His inheritance? And when Saul had turned his back 
to go from Samuel, God gave him another heart. 


3. And Samuel called the people together unto Jehovah to 
Mizpah; and he said unto the children of Israel, Ye have this day 
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rejected your God, who Himself saveth you out of all your calami- 
ties and your distresses; and ye have said unto Him, Nay, but set 
a king over us. Now therefore present yourselves before Jehovah 
by your tribes, and by your thousands. So Samuel brought all the 
tribes of Israel near, and the tribe of Benjamin was taken. And he 
brought the tribe of Benjamin near by their families; and Saul the 
‘son of Kish was taken. And they sought him. And, behold, he 
had hid himself among the baggage. And they ran and fetched 
him thence; and when he stood among the people, he was higher 
than any of the people from his shoulders and upward. And 
Samuel said to all the people, See ye him whom Jehovah hath 
chosen, that there is none like him among all the people? And all 
the people shouted, and said, Long live the king. But certain 
worthless fellows said, How shall this man save us? And they de- 
spised him, and brought him no present. But he held his peace. 
4. Then Nahash, the Ammonite came up, and encamped 
against Jabesh-gilead; and all the men of Jabesh said unto Nahash, 
Make a covenant with us, and we will serve thee. And Nahash said 
unto them, On this condition will I make it with you, that all your 
right eyes be put out. And messengers came to Gibeah to Saul, 
who came following the oxen out of the field. And when they told 
him the words of the men of Jabesh, the Spirit of God came might- 
ily upon Saul when he heard those words, and he took a yoke of 
oxen, and cut them in pieces, and sent them throughout all the 
borders of Israel, saying, Whosoever cometh not forth after Saul 
and after Samuel, so shall it be done unto his oxen. And the dread 
of Jehovah fell on the people, and they came out as one man. And 
they smote the Ammonites, so that not two of them were left to- 
gether. And the people said unto Samuel, Who is he that said, 
Shall Saul reign over us? bring the men, that we may put them to 
death. And Saul said, There shall not a man be put to death this 
day; for to-day Jehovah hath wrought deliverance in Israel. Then 
said Samuel to the people, Come, and let us go to Gilgal, and renew 
the kingdom there. And all the people went to Gilgal; and there 
they made Saul king before Jehovah, and offered sacrifices of 
peace-offerings before Jehovah. 
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5. So Saul took the kingdom over Israel, and fought against - 
all his enemies on every side. And he did valiantly, and delivered 
Israel out of the hands of them that despoiled them.—And Samuel 
said unto Saul, Go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that 
they have, and spare them not. And Saul smote the Amalekites, 
and took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive. But Saul and the 
people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and 
of the fatlings, and would not utterly destroy them; but everything 
that was vile and refuse, that they destroyed utterly. Then came 
the word of Jehovah unto Samuel, saying, It repenteth Me that I 
have set up Saul to be king; for he hath not performed My com- 
mandments. And Samuel came to Saul, and said, What meaneth 
this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen 
which I hear? And Saul said, The people spa.2d the best of the 
sheep, and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto Jehovah thy God; and the 
rest we have utterly destroyed. Then Samuel said, Wherefore didst 
thou not obey the voice of Jehovah, but didst fly upon the spoil, 
and didst that which was evil m the sight of Jehovah? Behold, 
to obey is better than sacrifice. Because thou hast rejected the word of 
Jehovah, He hath also rejected thee from being king. And Saul said 
unto Samuel, I have sinned; for I have transgressed the command- 
ment of Jehovah, and thy words, because I feared the people, and 
obeyed their voice. Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and 
turn again with me, that I may worship Jehovah. And Samuel said 
unto Saul, I will not return with thee; for thou hast rejected the 
word of Jehovah, and Jehovah hath rejected thee from being king 
over Israel. And as Samuel'turned about to go away, Saul said, I 
have sinned: yet honer me now, I pray thee, before the elders of 
my people, and before Israel, and turn again with me, that I may 
worship Jehovah thy God. So Samuel turned again after Saul; 
and Saul worshipped Jehovah.—Then Samuel went to Ramah, and 

came no more to see Saul until the day of his death; for Samuel 
mourned for Saul: and Jehovah repented that He had made Saul 
king over Israel. 

II. Chronicles 16. 9: The eyes of Jehovah run to and fro throughout 


the whole earth, to show Himself strong in the behalf of them whose 
heart is perfect toward Him. 
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I. Peter 1. 17: And if ye call on Him as Father, who without respect 
of persons judgeth according to each man’s work, pass the time of your 
sojourning in fear. 

CATECHISM. 


383. What does God forbid in the Tenth Commandment?—God for- 
bids all evil lusts and desires, which cause a longing for unrighteous ac- 
quisition or enjoyment, 


47. DAVID ANNOINTED KING. | 


(I. Samuel 16.) 

1. And Jehovah said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn 
for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from being king over Israel ? 
fill thy horn with oil, and go; I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehe- 
mite; for I have provided Me a king among his sons. Takea 
heifer with thee, and call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show 
thee what thou shalt do. And Samuel did that which Jehovah 
spake, and came to Bethlehem. And the elders of the city came to 
meet him trembling, and said, Comest thou peaceably? And he 
said, Peaceably; I am come to sacrifice unto Jehovah: sanctify 
yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice. And he sanctified 
Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice. And when 
they were come, he looked on ZHliab, and said, Surely Jehovah’s 
anointed is before Him. But Jehovah said unto Samuel, Look not 
on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have 
rejected him: for Jehovah seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh 
on the outward appearance, but Jehovah looketh on the heart. And 
Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. And Samuel 
said unto Jesse, Jehovah hath not chosen these. Are here all thy 
children? And he said, There remaineth yet the youngest, and, 
behold, he is keeping the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send 
and fetch him. And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was 
ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look 
upon. And Jehovah said, Arise, anoint him; for this is he. Then 
Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his 
brethren: and the Spirit of Jehovah came mightily upon David 
from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah. 

2. Now the Spirit of Jehovah departed from Saul, and an evil 
spirit from Jehovah troubled him. And Saul said unto his 
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servants, Provide me now a man that can play well, and bring him 
to me. Then answered one of the young men, and said, Behold, I 
have seen a son of Jesse, that is skilful in playing. Then Saul sent 
messengers unto Jesse, and said, Send me David thy son. And 
David came to Saul and stood before him; and he loved him 
greatly ;.and he became his armor-bearer. And when the evil spirit 
from God was upon Saul, David took the harp, and played with his 
hand: so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit de- 
parted from him. 


I. Chronicles 28. 9: If thou seek Jehovah, He will be found of thee; 
but if thou forsake Him, He will cast thee off for ever. 
I. Chronicles 29.17: I know also, my God, that Thou triest the heart, 
and hast pleasure in uprightness. 
CATECHISM. 
7. What does God require in the First Commandment?—God ree 
quires that we fear and love Him, and trust in Him above all things. 
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(I. Samuel 17.) 


1. Now the Philistines gathered together their armies to bat- 
tle, and stood on a mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on a 
mountain on the other side: and there was a valley between them. 
And there went out a champion out of the camp of the Philistines, 
named Goliath, whose height was six cubits and a span. And he 
had a helmet of brass upon his head, and he was clad with a coat of 
mail. And he had greaves of brass upon his legs, and a javelin of 
brass between his shoulders. And the staff of his spear was like a 
weaver’s beam. And he stood and cried unto the armies of Israel, 
and said unto them, Choose you a man for you, and let him come 
down to me. If he be able to fight with me, and kill me, then will 
we be your servants; but if I prevail against him, and kill him, then 
ye shall be our servants. And when Saul and all Israel heard those 
words of the Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid. 

2. And the three eldest sons of Jesse went and followed Saul 
to the battle. But David went and returned from Saul to feed his 
father’s sheep at Bethlehem. And Jesse said unto David his son, 
Take now for thy brethren these ten loaves, carry them quickly to 
the camp, and look how thy brethren fare. And as he talked with 
them, behold, there came up the champion, and spake as before. 
And all the men of Israel when they saw the man, fled from him, 
and were sore afraid. And David spake to the men that stood b} 
him, saying, What shall be done to the man that killeth this Philis- 
tine, and taketh away the reproach from Israel? And the people 
answered him, saying, The man who killeth him, the king will en- 
rich with great riches,and will give him his daughter. And when the 
words were heard which David spake, they told them to Saul: and 
he sent for him. And David said to,Saul, Let no man’s heart fail 
because of him; thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine. 
And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against him, for 
thou art but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth. And 
David said unto Saul, Thy servant was keeping his father’s sheep; 
and when there came a lion, or a bear, and took a lamb out of the 
flock, I went out after him, and smote him. Thy servant smote 
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both the lion and the bear. Jehovah that delivered me from the 
lion and the bear, He will deliver me out of the hand of the Philis- 
tine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and Jehovah shall be with 
thee. And Saul clad David with his apparel, and he put a helmet 
of brass upon his head, and he clad him with a coat of mail. And 
David girded his sword upon his apparel, and he assayed to go. 
And David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not 
proved them. “And David put them off him, 


3. And David took his staff in his hand, and chose him five 
smooth stones of the brook, and put them in a shepherd’s bag, and 
his sling was in his hand: and he drew near to the Philistine. And 
when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he disdained him 
and said, Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves? And he 
cursed David by his gods, and said, Come to me, and I will sive thy 
flesh unto the birds of the heavens, and to the beasts of ihe field. 
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Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, 
a spear, and a javelin: but I come to thee in the name of Jehovah 
of hosts, whom thou hast defied. This day will Jehovah deliver 
thee into my hand; and I will give the dead bodies of the host of 
the Philistines this day unto the birds of the heavens, and to the 
wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know, that there is 
a God in Israel. And when the Philistine drew nigh, David hast- 
ened, and ran toward the Philistine. And he put his hand in his 
bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine 
in his forehead; and the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell 
upon his face to the earth. But there was no sword in the hand of 
-David. Therefore he ran, and stood over the Philistine, and took 
his sword, and drew it out of the sheath thereof, and slew him, and 
cut off his head therewith. And when the Philistines saw that their 
champion was dead, they fled. And the men of Israel and of Judah 
arose, and pursued them and slew them. ) 
Psalm 56. 11: In God have I put my trust, I will not be afraid. 
J. Peter 5. 5: God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the 


humble. 
CATECHISM. 


11. Rehearse the Third Commandment.—Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in vain: for the Lord will not hold him guilt- 
less that taketh His name in vain. 


49. DAVID AND JONATHAN. 


(I. Samuel 18—23.) 


1. And when David returned from the slaughter of the Philis- 
tine, the soul of Jonathan the son of Saul was knit with the soul of 
David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. And David went 
out whithersoever Saul sent him, and behaved himself wisely; and 
Saul set him over the men of war, and it was good in the sight of 
all the people, and also in the sight of Saul’s servants.—And it 
came to pass that the women came out of all the cities with sing- 
ing and with instruments of music to meet Saul. And they sang, 
Saul hath slain his thousands, and Dayid his ten thousands. And 
Saul was very wroth, and this saying displeased him; and he said, 
They have ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to me they have 
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ascribed but thousands: and what can he have more but the king- 
dom? And Saul eyed Dayid from that day and forward. And on 
the morrow, the evil spirit from God came mightily upon Saul, and 
David played with his hand, as he did day by day. And Saul had 
his spear in his hand, and he cast the spear; for he said, I will smite 
David even to the wall. And David avoided out of his presence 
twice. And Saul was afraid of David, because Jehovah was with 
him, and was departed from Saul. Therefore Saul removed him 
from him, and made him captain over a thousand. And David be- 
haved himself wisely in all his ways; and Jehovah was with him. 
And Saul gave him Michal his daughter to wife that she might be 
a snare to him; for Saul desired that David slay one hundred Phi- 
listines. Now Saul thought to make David fall by the hand of the 
Philistines. And David arose and went, and slew of the Philistines 
two-hundred men. And Saul was yet the more afraid of David, and 
was his enemy continually. 


2. And Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and to all his servants, 
that they should slay David. And Jonathan spake good of David 
unto Saul his father, and said, Let not the king sin against his serv- 
ant David; because he hath not sinned against thee, and because 
his works have been to thee-ward very good: for he put his life in 
his hand, and smote the Philistine, and Jehovah wrought a great 
victory for all Israel; thou sawest it, and didst rejoice; wherefore 
then wilt thou sin against innocent blood, to slay David without 
cause? And Saul sware, As Jehovah liveth, he shall not be put to 
death. And an evil spirit from Jehovah was upon Saul, and David 
was playing with his hand. And Saul sought to smite David even 
to the wall with the spear. But David fled, and escaped that night. 
And he came and said before Jonathan, What is my sin before thy 
father, that he seeketh my life? As Jehovah liveth, there is but 
a step between me and death. And David said unto Jonathan, Be- 
hold, to-morrow is the new moon, and I should not fail to sit with 
the king at meat. If thy father miss me at all, then say, David 
earnestly asked leave of me that he might run to Bethlehem his 
city; for it is the yearly sacrifice there for all the family. If he say 
thus, It is well: thy servant shall have peace: but if he be wroth, 
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then know that evil is determined by him. And Jonathan said, 
When I have sounded my father, if there be good toward thee or 
evil, then I will show it thee. In three days come and hide thyself; 
and I will shoot three arrows, as though I shot at a mark. And I 
will send the lad, saying, Go, find the arrows. If I say unto the lad, 
Behold, the arrows are on this side of thee, then come thou: for 
there is peace to thee and no hurt. But if I say unto the boy, Be- 
hold the arrows are beyond thee; go thy way; for Jehovah hath sent. 


thee away. And as touching the matter which thou and I have 
spoken of, behold, Jehovah is between thee and me forever. So 
David hid himself in the field. And when the New Moon was come, 
the king sat him down to eat food. And David’s place was empty. 
And Saul said unto Jonathan his son, Wherefore cometh not the 
son of Jesse to meat? And Jonathan sought to excuse David. 
‘Then Saul’s anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he said unto 
him, Thow son of a perverse rebellious woman, do not I know that 
thou hast chosen the son of Jesse to thine own shame? For as long 
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as the son of Jesse liveth upon the ground, thou shalt not be estab- 
_ lished, nor thy kingdom. Wherefore now send and fetch him unto 
me, for he shall surely die. And Jonathan answered, Wherefore 
should he be put to death? What hath he done? And Saul cast 
his spear at him to smite him; whereby Jonathan knew that it was 
determined of his father to put David to death. So Jonathan arose 
from the table, and did eat no food that day; for he was grieved for 
David, because his father had done him shame.—And in the morn- 
ing Jonathan went out into the field at the time appointed with 
David, and a little lad with him. And as the lad ran, he shot an 
arrow beyond him, and said, Is not the arrow beyond thee? Make 
speed, haste, stay not. And Jonathan’s lad gathered up the ar- 
tows, and came to his master. And Jonathan gave his weapons 
-unto his lad, and said, Go, carry them to the city. Then David 
arose, and came to Jonathan; and they kissed one another, and 
wept one with another, until David exceeded. And Jonathan said 
to David, Go in peace, forasmuch as we have sworn both of us in 
the name of Jehovah, saying, Jehovah shall be between me and 
thee, and between my seed and thy seed, for ever. And he arose 
and departed; and Jonathan went into the city. 
_ Proverbs 17. 17: A friend loveth at all times; and a brother is born 
for adversity. 


John 15, 12,13: This is My commandment, that ye love one another, 
even as I have loved you. Greater love hath no man than this, that a 
man lay down his life for his friends. 


CATECHISM. 
108. What is understood by the “communion of saints?”—By the 
communion of saints we understand that all Christians, as members of 


one body, be united in love, and aid one another in their temporal and 
eternal welfare. 


50. DAVID IS PERSECUTED BY SAUL. 
(I. Samuel 21 and 22; 24—27.) 

1. Then came David to Nob to Ahimelech the priest. And 
David said, Give me five loaves of bread in my hand. And the 
priest gave him holy bread; for there was no bread there but the 
show-bread. Now a certain man, whose name was Doeg the Edo- 
mite, the chiefest of Saul’s herdsmen, was there that day. And 
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David said unto Ahimelech, Is there not here under thy hand 
spear or sword? And the priest said, The sword of Goliath the 
Philistine, whom thou slewest, is here: if thou wilt take that, take 
it. And David said, There is none like that; give it me. And 
David arose and fled from Saul. 

2. Now Saul was sitting in Gibeah, under the tamarisk-tree 
in Ramah, with his spear in his hand, and all his servants were 


EAA 


Poss 


standing about him. And Saul said unto his servants, All of you 
have conspired against me, and there is none that discloseth to me 
when my son maketh a league with the son of Jesse. Then an- 
swered Doeg the Edomite, I saw the son of Jesse coming to Ahime- 
lech. And he gave him victuals and the sword of Goliath. Then 
the king sent to call Ahimelech and the priests that were with him. 
And the king commanded the guard that stood about him to slay 
the priests. But the servants would not lay their hand upon the 
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priests of Jehovah. And the king said to Doeg, Turn thou, and 
fall upon the priests. And Doeg slew the priests, eighty-five per- 
sons. And one of the sons of Ahimelech, named Abiathar, escaped 
and fled unto David and abode with him. 


3. And David dwelt in the strongholds of Engedi. And it was 
told to Saul, Behold, David is in the wilderness Engedi. Then 
Saul took 3000 chosen men out of Israel, and went to seek David. 
And he came by the way, where was a cave; and Saul went in. Now 
David and his men were abiding in the innermost parts of the cave. 
And the men of David said unto him, Behold, this is the day in 
which Jehovah will deliver thine enemy into thy hand. Then 
David arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul’s robe. And afterward 
David’s heart smote him, and he said unto his men, Jehovah for- 
bid that I should put forth my hand against my lord, seeing he is 
Jehovah’s anointed. And when Saul rose up out of he cave, David 
also went out of the cave and cried after Saul, saying, My lord, the 
king. And when Saul looked behind him, David bowed with his 
face to the earth, and said, Behold, this day thine eyes have seen 
how that Jehovah had delivered thee to-day into my hand. Yea, 
my father, see the skirt of thy robe in my hand; for in that I cut 
off the skirt of thy robe, and killed thee not, know thou and see 
that there is no evil in my hand, and I have not sinned against 
thee, though thou huntest after my life to take it. Jehovah judge 
between me and thee; but my hand shall not be upon thee. And 
Saul said, Is this thy voice, my son David? And Saul lifted up his . 
voice, and wept, and said, Thou art more righteous than I. Jeho- 
vah reward thee good for that which thou hast done unto me this 
day. And Saul went home.—At this time Samuel died; and all 
Israel lamented him, and buried him in his house at Ramah. 


4, And when Saul heard that David was in the wilderness of 
Ziph, he went with 3000 chosen men of Israel to seek him. And 
David arose, and came to the place where Saul had encamped; and, 
behold, Saul lay sleeping within the place of the wagons, with his 
spear stuck in the ground at his head; and Abner and the people 
lay around about him. Then said Abishai to David, God hath de- 
hvered up thine enemy into thy hand this day: now therefore let 
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me smite him with the spear to the earth. And David said, De- 
stroy him not; for who can put forth his hand against Jehovah’s. 
anointed, and be guiltless? But-now take the spear that is at his 
head, and the cruse of water, and let us go. They did so, and no 
man saw it, nor knew it; for a deep sleep from Jehovah was fallen 
upon them. Then David went over to the other side, and stood on 
the top of a hill, and cried, Answerest thou not, Abner? Where- 
fore hast thou not kept watch over thy lord the king? See where. 
the king’s spear is, and the cruse of water that was at his head. 
_ And Saul knew David’s voice, and said, I have sinned: return, my 
son David; for I will no more do thee harm, because my life was 
precious in thine eyes this day. And David answered, Jehovah will 
render to every man his righteousness and faithfulness. And, be- 
hold, as thy life was much set by this day in mine eyes, so let my 
life be much set by in the eyes of Jehovah, and let him deliver me 
out of all tribulation. Let one of the young men come over and 
fetch the spear.—And David arose and went into the land of the 
Philistines and dwelt with Achish, the king of Gath, one year and 
four months. And it was told Saul that David was fled to Gath: 
and he sought no more for him. 

Psalm 23. 4: Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil; for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy 
staff, they comfort me. 


' Matthew 5. 44, 45: Love your enemies, and pray for them that per- 
secute you; that ye may be sons of your Father who is in heaven, 
CATECHISM. 
20. What does God forbid in the Sixth Commandment?—God forbids 
murder, also every deed, word and thought, whereby my own life or the 
life of my neighbor is shortened or embittered. 


/51. SAUL AND HIS SONS SLAIN. 
(I. Samuel 28—II. Samuel 1.) 

1. And it came to pass, that the Philistines gathered their 
host together for warfare, to fight with Israel. Then Saul gath- 
ered all Israel together and they encamped in Gilboa. And when 
Saul saw the host of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart 
trembled greatly. And when Saul inquired of Jehovah, Jehovah 
answered him not. Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a 
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woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I may go to her, and in- 
quire of her. And his servants said to him, Behold, there is a wo- 
man that hath a familiar spirit at Hn-dor. And Saul disguised 
himself, and put on other raiment, and went, he and two men with 
him, and they came to the woman by night: and he said, Divine 
unto me, I pray thee, and bring me up whomsoever I shall name 
unto thee. Then said the woman, Whom shall I bring up unto 
thee? And he said, Bring me up Samuel. And when the woman 
saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice; and the woman spake to 
Saul, saying, Why hast thou deceived me? for thou art Saul. And 
the king said unto her, Be not afraid. And Samuel said to Saul, 
Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up? And Saul an- 
swered, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war against 
me, and God is departed from me, and answereth me no more, 
therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest make known unto 
me what I shall do. And Samuel said, Jehovah is departed from 
thee and is become thine adversary, because thou obeyedst not the 
voice of Jehovah, He hath rent the kingdom out of thine hand, 
and given it to David. Moreover Jehovah will deliver Israel also 
with thee into the hand of the Philistines; and to-morrow shalt 
thou and thy sons be with me. Then Saul fell straightway his full 
length upon the earth, and was sore afraid, and there was no 
strength in him; for he had eaten no bread all the day, nor all the 
night. But his servants constrained him, and he did eat. Then 
they rose up, and went away that night. . 

2. Now the Philistines fought against Israel: and the men of 
Israel fled from before the Philistines, and fell down slain in 
mount Gilboa. And the Philistines slew the three sons of Saul. 
And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers overtook 
him; and he was greatly distressed. Then said Saul to his armor- 
bearer, Draw thy sword, and thrust me through therewith, lest the 
Philistines come and thrust me through, and abuse me. But his 
armorbearer would not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore Saul 
took his sword, and fell upon it. And when his armorbearer saw 
that.Saul was dead, he likewise fell upon his sword, and died with: 
him. So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armorbearer, and 
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-all his men, that same day together. And it came to pass on the 
morrow, the Philistines found Saul and his three sons fallen in 
mount Gilboa. And they cut off his head, and stripped off his ar- 
mor, and they fastened his body to the wall of Beth-shan. And 
when the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard concerning him that - 
which the Philistines had done to Saul, they went and took the 
body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth-shan; 
and they came to Jabesh, and burnt them there. And they took 
their bones, and buried them and fasted seven days. 

3. It came to pass on the third day, that a man came out of the 
camp from Saul to Ziklag and said to David, The people are fled 
from the battle, and many of the people also are fallen and dead; 
and Saul and Jonathan his son are dead also. Then David took 
hold on his clothes, and rent them; and likewise all the men that. 
were with him: and they mourned, and wept, and fasted until even. 
And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over Jo- 
nathan: Thy glory, O Israel, is slain upon thy high places! How 
are the mighty fallen! Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant 
in their lives, and in their death they were not divided: they were 
swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions. Ye daughters. 
of Israel, weep over Saul. How are the mighty fallen in the midst 
of the battle! Jonathan is slain upon thy high places. I am 
distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou 


been unto me. 
Proverbs 14. 34: Righteousness exalteth a nation; but sin is a re- 
proach to any people. 

Galatians 6. 7, 8: Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 
For he that soweth unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption. 
CATECHISM. 

67. What is the punishment for sin?—The punishment for sin is 
death, as it is written Rom. 6. 23: The wages of sin is death. 

68. How manifold is this death?—This death is threefold; physical, 
spiritual and eternal. 


52. DAVID MADE KING OVER JUDAH. 
(II. Samuel 2—9.) 
1. And it came to pass after this, that David inquired of Je- 
hovah, saying, Shall I go up into any of the cities of Judah? And 
Jehovah said unto him, Go up unto Hebron. So David went up 
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thither, and his men that were with him. And the men of Judah 
came, and they anointed David king over the house of Judah. 
David was then thirty years old. Now Abner the captain of Saul’s 
host, had taken Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, and made him king 
over all Israel. Now there was a long war between the house of 
Saul and the house of David: and David waxed stronger, but the 
house of Saul waxed weaker and weaker. Finally two men of the 
tribe of Benjamin smote and slew Ish-bosheth and took his head 
and brought it to David. And David said, Wicked men have slain a 
righteous person, and he commanded his young men, and they slew 
them. In Hebron David reigned over Judah seven years and six 
months. Then came all the elders of Israel to David, and they 
anointed him king over Israel. 

2. And the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the 
Jebusites, and took the stronghold of Zion. And David dwelt in 
the stronghold, and called it the city of David, and he reigned 
thirty and three years over all Israel and Judah. And when the 
Philistines heard that they had anointed David king over Israel, 
they went to seek David; and David went to meet them, and smote 
them, for Jehovah delivered them into his hand. David also smote 
the Moabites, the Syrians, the Edomites and other tribes and they 
became servants to him, and Jehovah gave victory to David 
whithersoever he went. And David gathered together all the 
chosen men, thirty thousand, and he arose, and went with all the 
people that were with him, to bring up from Kiriath-jearim the 
ark of God. So they brought up the ark of Jehovah with shouting, 
and with the sound of the trumpet, and set it in its place, in the 
midst of the tent that David had pitched for it; and David offered 
burnt-offerings and peace-offerings before Jehovah. 

3. And it came to pass, when the king dwelt in his house, and 
Jehovah had given him rest from all his enemies round about, that 
the king said unto Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell in a house 
of cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth within curtains. And the 
word of Jehovah came unto Nathan, saying, Go and tell My servant 
David, Shalt thou built Me a house for Me to dwellin? I will 
make thee a house. When thy days are fulfilled, and thou shalt 
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sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee. He shall 
build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom for ever. I will be his father, and he shall be My son. So 
did Nathan speak unto David. Then the king went before Jeho- 
vah; and he said, Who am I, O Lord Jehovah, and what is my 
house, that Thou hast brought me thus far? And Thou hast 
spoken also of Thy servant’s house for a great while to come. 
What one nation in the earth is like Thy people, even like Israel, 
whom God went to redeem unto Himself for a people? And now, 
O Jehovah God, the word that Thou hast spoken, confirm Thou it 
for ever, and do as Thou hast spoken. And now, O Lord Jehovah, 
Thou art God, and Thy words are truth. Let it please Thee to 
bless the house of Thy servant, that it may continue for ever be- 
- fore Thee. 

4, And David said, Is there yet any that is left of the house of 
Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan’s sake? And 
one said unto the king, Jonathan hath yet a son, who is lame of his 
feet. Then king David sent and fetched him. And when Mephi- 
bosheth, the son of Jonathan, came unto David, he fell on his face, 
and did obeisance. And David said unto him, Fear not; for I will 
surely show thee kindness for Jonathan thy father’s sake, and will 
restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat 
bread at my table continually. 

Hebrews 1. 1, 2: God having of old time spoken unto the fathers in 
the prophets by divers portions and in divers manners, hath at the end 
of these days spoken unto us in His Son. 

CATECHISM. 


113. What is prayer?—Prayer is the conversation of the heart, ad- 
dressed to God in making supplications, in giving thanks and in offering 
praise. 


53. DAVID’S SIN AND REPENTANCE. 


(II. Samuel 11 and 12.) 


1. David sent Joab, his captain, and his servants with him, 
and all Israel to destroy the children of Ammon. But David tar- 
ried at Jerusalem. And it came to pass, that David walked upon 
the roof of the king’s house; and he saw Bath-sheba, the wife of 
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Uriah, and David desired that she should be his wife. And David 
wrote a letter to Joab, saying, Set ye Uriah in the foretront of the 
hottest battle, and retire ye from him, that he may be smitten, and 
die. And Joab did as the king had said. And when the men of 
the city went out, there fell some of the people, and Uriah died 
also. Then Joab sent and told David. And when the mourning of 
Uriah’s wife for her husband was past, David sent and took her 
home to his house, and she became his wife. But the thing that 
David had done displeased Jehovah. 

2. And Jehovah sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto 
him, and said unto him, There were two men in one city; the one 
rich, and the other poor. The rich man had exceeding many flocks 
and herds; but the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, 
which he naa bought and nourished up; and it grew up together 
with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own morsel, and 
drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a 
daughter. And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he 
spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the 
wayfaring man that was come unto him, but took the poor man’s 
lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him. And 
David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said, As 
Jehovah liveth, the man that hath done this is worthy to die. And 
Nathan said to David, Thow art the man. Thus saith Jehovah, the 
God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered 
thee out of the hand of Saul: Wherefore hast thou despised the 
word of Jehovah, to do that which is evil in His sight? thou hast 
taken Uriah’s wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the 
sword of the children of Ammon. Behold, I will raise up evil 
against thee out of thine own house. And David said unto Nathan, 
I have sinned against Jehovah. And Nathan said unto David, Jeho- 
vah also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. Howbeit, be- 
cause by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the-enemies of 
Jehovah to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall 
surely die. And Nathan departed unto his house. And Jehovah 
struck the child, and it died. And Bath-sheba bore another son, 
and he called his name Solomon. And Jehovah loved him. 


ABSALOM’S CONSPIRACY.’ ila ly/ 
Proverbs 28. 13: He that covereth his transgressions shall not pros- 
per; but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall obtain mercy. 


I. Corinthians 10. 12: Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed 


lest he fall. 
CATECHISM. 


94. What is repentance?—True repentance consists in conviction of 
sin, contrition for sin, confession and renunciation of sin, and longing 
for grace. 


54. ABSALOM’S CONSPIRACY, 


(II. Samuel 14—18.) 


1. David had a son whose name was Absalom. Now in all Is- 
rael there was none to be so much praised as Absalom for his 
beauty; from the sole of his foot even to the crown of his head 
there was no blemish in him. And Absalom prepared him a char- 
iot and horses, and fifty men to run before him. And Absalom rose 
up early, and stood beside the way of*the gate; and it was so, that, 
when any man had a suit which should come to the king for judg- 
ment, then Absalom called unto him, and said} See, thy matters are 
good and right; but there is no man deputed of the king to hear 
thee. Oh that I were made judge in the land, that every man who 
hath any suit or cause might come unto me, and I would do him 
justice! And it was so, that, when any man came nigh to do him 
obeisance, he put forth his hand, and took hold of him, and kissed 
him. On this manner Absalom stole the hearts of the men of 
Israel. | 

2. And Absalom went to Hebron, and he sent spies through- 
out all the tribes of Israel, saying, As soon as ye hear the sound of 
the trumpet, then ye shall say, Absalom is king. And the con- 
spiracy was strong; for the people increased continually with Ab- 
salom. Ahithophel, David’s counsellor, also conspired with Absa- 
lom. And there came a messenger to David, saying, The hearts of 
the men of Israel are after Absalom. And David said unto all his 
servants, Arise, and let us flee; for else none of us shall escape 
from Absalom. And the king went forth, and all his household 
after him, and they wept as they went. And the king passed over 
the brook Kidron and went up by the ascent of the mount of 
Olives, and wept as he went up; and he had his head covered, and 


118 Apsatom’s CONSPIRACY. 


went barefoot. The priests Zadok and Abiathar and the Levites 
carried the ark of God. But the king said, Carry back the ark of 
God into the city: if I shall find favor in the eyes of Jehovah, He 
will bring me again, and show me both it, and His habitation: but 
if He say thus, I have no delight in thee; behold, here am I, let 
Him do to me as seemeth good unto Him. And Absalom, and all 
the people, the men of Israel, came to Jerusalem, and Ahithophel 
with him. And the counsel of Ahithophel, was as if a man inquired 
at the oracle of God. 


3. When David had fled from the city there came a man of the 
house of Saul, whose name’ was Shimei. He cursed and threw 
stones at the king and said, Begone, begone, thou man of blood, 
and base fellow: Jehovah hath returned upon thee all the blood of 
the house of Saul, in whose stead thou hast reigned. And David 
said, Let him curse; for Jehovah hath bidden him. It may be that 
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Jehovah will look on the wrong done unto me, and that Jehovah 
will requite me good for his cursing. 

4, Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Let me now choose out 
twelve thousand men, and I will arise and pursue after David this 
night, and I will come upon him while he is weary and weak- 
landed, and will make him afraid; and all the people that are with 
him shall flee; and I will smite the king only. But Hushai, David’s 
friend, deceived Absalom and counseled with him as though he 
were his servant and said, Gather to thee all Israel, from Dan to 
Beer-sheba, and thou go to battle in thine own person. So shall we 
come upon him, and of him and of all the men that are with him 
we will not leave so much as one. And Absalom said, The counsel 
of Hushai is better. When Ahithophel saw that his counsel was 
not followed, he arose, and gat him home, unto his city, and 
hanged himself. But Hushai sent a messenger to David, saying, 
Lodge not this night at the fords of the wilderness. Then David 
arose, and all the people that were with him, and they passed over 
the Jordan. 

5. Absalom also passed over the Jordan, he and all the men of 
Israel, and they encamped in the land of Gilead. David numbered 
the people that were with him, and set captains over them. And 
he commanded them, saying, Deal gently for my sake with the 
young man Absalom. So the people went out unto the field against 
Israel: and the battle was in the forest of Ephraim. And the peo- 
ple of Israel were smitten there before the servants of David. And 
Absalom chanced to meet the servants of David. And Absalom 
was riding upon his mule, and the mule went under the thick 
boughs of a great oak, and his head caught hold of the oak, and he 
was taken up between heaven and earth; and the mule that was 
under him went on. And a certain man saw it, and told Joab. And 
le took three darts in his hand, and thrust them through the heart 
of Absalom. Then Joab blew the trumpet, and the people returned 
from pursuing after Israel; for Joab held back the people. And 
they took Absalom, and cast him into the great pit in the forest, 
and raised over him a very great heap of stones.—Now David was 
sitting between the two gates, and a messenger came from the bat- 
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tle, and he called and said unto the king, All is well. Jehovah thy 
God hath delivered up the men that lifted up their hand against 
“my lord the king. And the king said, Is it well with the young 
man Absalom? And the messenger answered, The enemies of my 
lord the king, be as that young man is. And the king was much 
moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept: and 
as he went, thus he said, O my son Absalom, my son, my son Ab- 
salom! would I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son! 
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Proverbs 19. 26: He that doeth violence to his father, and chaseth 
away his mother, is a son that causeth shame and bringeth reproach. 


Proverbs 30. 17: The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth 
to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the 
young eagles shall eat it. 

CATECHISM. 


17. Rehearse the Fifth Commandment.—Honor thy father and thy 


mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee. 


121 
55. DAVID’S OLD AGE AND DEATH. 


(II. Samuel 24, and I. Kings 1 and 2.) 


1. David having won many victories, and subdued his enemies 
said to Joab, Go, number the people, that I may know the sum of 
the people. And Joab said, Why doth my lord the king delight in 
this thing? Notwithstanding, the king’s word prevailed against 
Joab. And Joab and the captains of the host went out from the 
presence of the king to number the people of Israel. At the end of 
nine months and twenty days they came to Jerusalem. And Joab 
gave up the sum of the numbering of the people unto the king: 
and there were in Israel 800,000 valiant men that drew the 
sword; and the men of Judah were 500,000 men. And David’s 
heart smote him after that he had numbered the people. And 
David said unto Jehovah, I have sinned greatly in that which I 
have done: but now, O Jehovah, put away, I beseech Thee, the 
iniquity of Thy servant; for I have'done very foolishly. And when 
David rose up in the morning, the word of Jehovah came unto the 
prophet Gad, saying, Thus saith Jehovah, I offer thee three things: 
choose thee one of them, that I may do it unto thee. Shall seven 
years of famine come unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee three 
months before thy foes while they pursue thee? or shall there be 
three days’ pestilence in thy land? And David said unto Gad, I 
am in a great strait: let us fall now into the hand of Jehovah; for 
His mercies are great; and let me not fall into the-hand of man. 
So Jehovah sent a pestilence upon Israel, and there died of the 
people 70,000 men. And when the angel stretched out his hand to- 
ward Jerusalem to destroy it, David said, Lo, I have sinned, and I 
have done perversely; but these sheep, what have they done? let 
Thy hand, I pray Thee, be against me, and against my father’s 
house. And David built an altar unto-Jehovah, and offered burnt- 
offerings and peace-offerings. So Jehovah was entreated for the 
land, and the plague was stayed from Israel. 

. 2. Now when king David was old he let Zadok the priest and 
Nathan the prophet anoint Solomon to be king over Israel; and 
they blew the trumpet, and said, Long live king Solomon. 
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3. Now the days of David drew nigh that he should die; and 
‘he charged Solomon his son, saying, I am going the way of all the 
earth: be thou strong therefore, and show thyself a man; and keep 
the charge of Jehovah thy God, to walk in His ways, to keep His 
statutes, and His commandments, and His ordinances, and His 
testimonies, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest, that 
Jehovah may establish His word which He spake concerning me. 
Do therefore according to thy wisdom, and Jehovah will be with 
thee.—David gave Solomon the pattern of the temple and the 
houses thereof. David and the princes of Israel gave for the house 
of God gold, silver, brass, iron and all manner of precious stones, 
and they offered willingly to Jehovah, and the king and all people 
rejoiced with great joy. And David slept with his fathers, and 
was buried in the city of David. The days that David reigned over 
Israel were forty years. 


Psalm 94. 11, 12: Jehovah knoweth the thoughts of man, that they 
are vanity. Blessed is the man whom Thou chastenest, O Jehovah, and 
teachest out of Thy law. 


II. Corinthians 9. 7: God loveth a cheerful giver. 
CATECHISM. 

121. What do we pray for in the petition: ‘‘Lead us not into tempta- 
tion ?”—God indeed tempts no one, but we pray in this petition that God 
would protect and keep us, that Satan, the world and our own flesh may 
not deceive us, nor lead us into sin, infamy and vice; mistrust, unbelief 
and despair; and though we be assailed by them, we may nevertheless 
conquer and finally obtain the victory over them. 


56. KING SOLOMON. 
(I. Kings 3 and 4.) 

1, And Solomon sat upon the throne of David his father; and 
his kingdom was established greatly. And Solomon loved Jeho- 
vah, walking in the statutes of David his father. And he went to 
Gibeon to sacrifice there. And Jehovah appeared to Solomon in 
a dream by night; and God said, Ask what I shall give thee. And 
Solomon said, Thou hast made Thy servant king instead of David 
my father; and I am but a little child; I know not how to go out 
or come in. Give Thy servant therefore an understanding heart 
to judge Thy people, that I may discern between good and evil; 
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for who is able to judge this Thy great people? And the speech 
pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. And God 
said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not 
asked for thyself long life, neither hast asked riches for thyself, 
nor hast asked the life of thine enemies, but hast asked for thy- 
self understanding to discern justice; behold, I have done accord- 
ing to thy word: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding 


heart; so that there hath been none like thee before, neither after 
thee shall any arise like unto thee. And I have also given thee 
that which thou hast not asked, both riches and honor, so that 
there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee, all thy days. 
And if thou wilt walk in My ways, as thy father David did walk, 
then I will lengthen thy days. 

2. Then there came two women unto the king, and stood be- 
fore him. And the one woman said, Oh, my lord, I and this wo- 


— 
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man dwell in one house; and each of us had a child. And this 
woman’s child died in the night, because she lay upon it. And she 
arose and took my son from beside me, while thy handmaid slept, 
and laid it in her bosom, and laid her dead child in my bosom. 
And when I rose in the morning to give my child suck, behold, it 
was dead; but when I had looked at it in the morning, behold, it 
was not my son. And the other woman said, Nay; but the living 
is my son, and the dead is thy son. Then said the king, Fetch me 
a sword. And they brought a sword -before the king. And the 
king said, Divide the living child in two, and give half to the one, 
and half to the other. Then spake the woman whose the living 
child was unto the king, for her heart yearned over her son, Oh, 
my lord, give her the living child, and in no wise slay it. But the 
other said, It shall be neither mine nor thine; divide it. Then the 
king answered and said, Give her the living child, and in no wise 
slay it: she is the mother thereof. And all Israel heard of the 
judgment which the king had judged; and they feared the king: 
for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him, to do justice. 

3. And king Solomon was king over all Israel and ruled over 
all the kingdom from the river (Euphrates) unto the land of the 
Philistines, and unto the border of Egypt; they brought tribute, 
and served him. And he had peace on all sides round about him. 
And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, and every man under his vine 
and under his fig-tree, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, all the days 
of Solomon. 


Matthew 6. 33: Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteous- 
ness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 
James 1. 5: If any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God. 
CATECHISM. 


1. What should be the chief concern of man?—Man’s chief concern 
should be the eternal salvation of his soul. 


57. THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE AND 
THE CLOSE OF SOLOMON’S REIGN. 
(I. Kings 5—8; 10 and 11.) 
1, And Solomon sent to Hiram king of Tyre, saying, Thou 
knowest how that David my father could not build a house for 
the name of Jehovah his God for the wars which were about him 
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on every side. But now Jehovah my God hath given me rest. 
And, behold, I purpose to build a house for the name of Jehovah 
my God. Now therefore command thou that they cut me cedar- 
trees out of Lebanon. And there was peace between Hiram and 
Solomon; and they two made a league together. Hiram gave Solo- 
mon timber of cedar from Lebanon according to all his desire, 
and Solomon provided food for Hiram’s men. And Solomon’s 
builders and Hiram’s builders prepared the timber and the stones 
to build the house. In the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over 
Israel, he began to build the house of Jehovah. And the length 
of the temple was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof twenty 
cubits, and the height thereof thirty cubits. And the stones were 
made ready at the quarry; and there was neither hammer nor ax 
nor any tool of iron heard in the house, while it was in building. 
And there was cedar on the house within; and Solomon overlaid 
the house within with pure gold, and the whole house he overlaid 
with gold. And he carved all the walls of the house round about 
with carved figures of cherubim and palm-trees and open flowers, 
within and without. And the floor of the house he overlaid with 
gold. And a curtain divided the temple into two parts, one was 
called the Holy Place and the other the Most Holy Place. The 
Holy Place contained the golden altar, the golden table of Shew- 
bread and the golden candlesticks. And within the Most Holy 
Place Solomon made two cherubim which stretched forth their 
wings, so that the wing of the one touched the one wall, and the 
wing of the other cherub touched the other wall; and their wings 
touched one another in the midst of the house. And Solomon 
overlaid the cherubim with gold. And he built a court round about 
the temple. The great brazen altar for burnt offerings was in this 
court. The temple was completed in seven years. 

2. Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the 
heads of the tribes of Israel in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of 
the covenant of Jehovah out of the city of David into the temple. 
And the priests and Levites took up the ark and all the holy ves- 
sels that were in the Tent out of the city of David. And king 
Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, that were assembled 
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unto him, were with him before the ark. And they brought in the 
ark of the covenant of Jehovah unto its place, into the oracle of 
the house, to the Most Holy Place, even under the wings of the 
cherubim. There was nothing in the ark save the two tables of stone 
which Moses put there. And it came-to pass, when the priests 
were come out of the Holy Place, that the cloud filled the house, 
so that the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the 
cloud; for the glory of Jehovah filled the house of Jehovah. And 
Solomon stood before the altar of Jehovah and spread forth his 
hands toward heaven; and he said, O Jehovah, the God of Israel, 
there is no God like Thee. Behold, heaven and the heaven of 
heavens cannot contain Thee; how much less this house that I have 
buiided! Yet have Thou respect unto the prayer of Thy servant, 
and to his supplication, O Jehovah my God, to hearken unto the 
ery and to the prayer which Thy servant prayeth before Thee this 
day ; that Thine eyes may be open toward this house night and day. 
Hearken Thou to the supplication of Thy servant, and of Thy peo- 
ple Israel, when they shall pray toward this place. When Thy 
people Israel are smitten down before the enemy, because they have 
sinned against Thee; if they turn again to Thee and confess Thy 
name, and pray and make supplication unto Thee in this house; 
when heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because they have 
sinned against Thee; if there be in the land famine, if there be 
pestilence, if there be blasting or mildew, locust or caterpillar; 
whatsoever plague, whatsoever sickness there be; then hear Thou 
in heaven Thy dwelling-place, and forgive, and do, and tender 
unto every man according to all his ways, whose heart Thou 
knowest. Moreover concerning the foreigner, when he shall come 
out of a far country, when he shall come and pray toward this 
house; hear Thou in heaven Thy dwelling-place, and do according 
to all that the foreigner calleth to Thee for; that all the peoples of 
the earth may know Thy name, to fear Thee, as doth Thy people 
Israel.—And it was so, that, when Solomon had made an end of 
praying all this prayer and supplication unto Jehovah, he arose and 
blessed all the assembly of Israel with a loud voice——And the king, 
and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before Jehovah, and Solo- 
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mon held a feast at that time, and all Israel with him, fourteen 
days. On the eighth day he sent the people away; and they blessed 
the king, and went unto their tents joyful and glad of heart for all 
the goodness that Jehovah had showed unto Israel His people. 


3. And God gave Solomon very great wisdom, so that he was 
wiser than all men, and his fame was in all nations round about. 
And he spoke three thousand proverbs, and his songs were a 
thousand and five. And there came of all people to hear the wis- 
dom of Solomon. And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame 
of Solomon she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with 
camels that bare spices, and very much gold, and precious stones. 
And when the queen of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon 
and all his glory, she said to the king, It was a true report that I 
heard in mine own land of thine acts, and of thy wisdom. How- 
beit I believed not the words until I came, and mine eyes had seen 
it: and, behold, the half was not told me: thy wisdom and prosper- 
ity exceed the fame which I heard. Happy are thy men, happy are 
these thy servants, that stand continually before thee, and that 
hear thy wisdom. And she gave the king a hundred and twenty 
talents of gold, and of spices very great store, and precious stones, 
and she returned and went to her own country. 

4, Now Solomon loved many foreign women and they turned 
away his heart after other gods; and his heart was not perfect with 
Jehovah his God as was the heart of David his father. And Jeho- 

-vah was angry with Solomon and said, Forasmuch as this is done 
of thee, and thou hast not kept my covenant and my statutes, I will 
surely rend the kingdom from thee. Notwithstanding in thy days 
I will not do it, for David thy father’s sake: but I will rend it out 
of the hand of thy son. Howbeit I will not rend away all the king- 
dom; but I will give one tribe to thy son, for David my servant’s 
sake.—And the time that Solomon reigned over Israel was forty 
years. And Rehoboam his son reigned in his stead. 

Psalm 26. 8: Jehovah, I love the habitation of Thy house, and the 
place where Thy glory dwelleth. 

Matthew 24. 13: He that endureth to the end, the same shall be 
saved. 5 
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CATECHISM. 

15. How is the Sabbath hallowed?—We hallow the Sabbath by rest- 
ing from worldly employment, by devoutly using God’s word in church 
and at home and by devoting the whole Sabbath to cur own and our 
neighbor’s salvation, and thereby to the honor of God. 


VI. From the Division of the Kingdom 
to the Captivity at Babylon. 


58. THE DIVISION OF THE KINGDOM. 


(I. Kings 12—14.) 


1. Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, went to Shechem: for all 
Israel were come to Shechem to make him king. And it came to 
pass, that Jeroboam and all the assembly of Israel came, and spake 
unto Rehoboam, saying, Thy father made our yoke grievous: now 
therefore make thou the grievous service of thy father, and his 
heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee. 
And Rehoboam took counsel with the old men, saying, What coun-, 
sel give ye me to return answer to this people? And they spake 
unto him, saying, If thou wilt be a servant unto this people this 
day, and wilt serve them, and answer them, and speak good words 
to them, then they will be thy servants for ever. But he forsook 
the counsel of the old men which they had given him, and took 
counsel with the young men that were grown up with him. And 
the young men spake unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou say unto 
this people: My father did lade you with a heavy yoke, I will add 
to your yoke: my father chastised you with whips, but I will chas- 
tise you with scorpions. And Rehoboam answered the people 
roughly, and spake to them after the counsel of the young men. 
And when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto them, 
the people answered the king, saying, What portion have we in 
David? To your tents, O Israel. So Israel departed unto their 
tents. And they made Jeroboam king over Israel. There was none 
that followed the house of David but the tribe of Judah with the 
tribe of Benjamin. 
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2. And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now shall the kingdom re- 
turn to the house of David, if this people go up to do sacrifice in 
the house of Jehovah at Jerusalem. And he made two calves of 
gold. And he set the one at Beth-el, and the other he put in Dan, 
and said to the people, It is too much for you to go up to Jeru- 
salem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up‘out of the 
land of Egypt. And this thing became a sin; for the people went 
to worship before the one, even unto Dan. And he made houses of 
high places, and made priests from among all the people, that were 
not of the sons of Levi. And Jeroboam ordained a feast like unto 
the feast that is in Jerusalem, and offered upon the altar-which he 
had made. 

3. At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam fell sick. And 
Jeroboam said to his wife, Arise, I pray thee, and disguise thyself, 
that thou be not known to be the wife of Jeroboam; and get thee 
to Shiloh: behold, there is Ahijah the prophet, he will tell thee 
what shall become of the child. And Jeroboam’s wife did so, and 
arose, and went to Shiloh, and came to the house of Ahijah. Now 
Ahijah could not see; for his eyes were set by reason of his age. 
And Jehovah said unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife of Jeroboam 
cometh: thus and thus shalt thou say unto her. When Ahijah 
heard the sound of her feet, as she came in at the door, he 
said, Come in, thou wife of Jeroboam; why feignest thou thyself 
to be another? for I am sent to thee with heavy tidings. Go, tell 
Jeroboam, thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel: I exalted thee 
from among the people, and made thee prince over my people 
Israel, yet thou hast done evil above all that were before thee, and 
hast gone and made thee other gods, therefore, behold, I will bring 
evil upon the house of Jeroboam, and will utterly sweep away the 
house of Jeroboam. Arise thou therefore, get thee to thy house: 
and when thy feet enter into the city, the child shall die—And 
Jeroboam’s wife arose, and departed, and as she came to the 
threshold of the house, the child died. 

Proverbs 15. 1: A soft answer turneth away wrath; but a grieyous 
word stirreth up anger. 

Proverbs 3. 7: Be not wise in thine own eyes; fear Jehovah, and 
depart from evil 
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CATECHISM. 

9. Rehearse the Second Commandment.—Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them,nor serye them. For I the 
Lord thy God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that 
hate Me, and showing mercy unto thousands of them that love Me, and 
keep My commandments. _ 


59. THE PROPHET ELIJAH. 
(I. Kings 16—19.) 

1. Ahab was king of Israel and did that which was evil in the 
sight of Jehovah above all that were before him. And he took to 
wife Jezebel, the daughter of the king of the Sidonians and went 
and served, Baal and worshipped him. And Elijah, the Tishbite, 
the prophet said unto Ahab: As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth 
before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, 
but according to my words. And the word of Jehovah came unto 
him saying, Get thee hence and turn thee eastward and hide thy- 
self by the brook Cherith that is before the Jordan. I have com- 
manded the ravens to feed thee there! So he went and did ac- 
cording to the word of Jehoyah and the ravens brought him bread 
and flesh in the morning and in the evening and he drank of the 
brook. And it came to pass after a while that the brook dried up 
because there was no rain in the land. And the word of Jehovah 
came unto him saying, Arise, get thee to Zarephath which belong- 
eth to Sidon and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow 
there to sustain thee. 

2. And Elijah arose and went to Zarephath; and when he 
came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering 
sticks; and he called to her and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a lit- 
tle water that I may drink and bring me also a morsel of bread in 
thy hand. And she said, As Jehovah thy God liveth, I have not a 
cake, but a handful of meal in the jar. And behold, I am gather- 
ing two sticks that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that 
we may eat it, and die. And Elijah said unto her, Fear not, go and 
do as thou hast said; but make me thereof a little cake first and 
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bring it forth unto me and afterward make for thee and thy son. 
For thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel:. The jar.of meal shall 
not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that Jehovah 
sendeth rain upon the earth! And she went and did according to 
the saying of Elijah, and she and he and her house did eat many 
days. The jar of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail 
according to the word of Jehovah. 


3. And it came to pass after these things that the son of the 
woman fell sick, and his sickness was so sore that there was no 
breath left in him. And she said unto Elijah, Thou man of God 
art come unto me to bring my sin to remembrance and to slay my 
son! Elijah said unto her, Give me thy son! And he took him out 
of her bosom, and carried him up into the chamber, where he abode 
and laid him upon his own bed, and cried unto Jehovah, and said, 
O Jehovah my God, let this child’s soul come into him again. And 
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Jehovah hearkened unto the voice of Elijah and the soul of the 
child came into him again and he revived. And Elijah took the 
child and brought him unto his mother and said, See thy son 
liveth! And the woman said to Elijah, Now I know that thou art 
a man of God and that the word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth. 

Psalm 33, 18. 19: Behold, the eye of Jehovah is upon them that fear 
Him, upon them that hope in His lovingkindness, to deliver their soul 
from death and to keep them alive in famine. 

James 5. 17: Blijah was a man of like passions with us, and he 
prayed fervently that it might not rain; and it rained not on the earth 
for three years and six months. 

CATECHISM. 


57. Whereby does God continually prove Himself to be the Creator? 
God continually proves Himself to be the creator by His paternal provi- 
dence whereby He preserves and governs all things. 


60. ELIJAH ON MOUNT CARMEL AND 
MOUNT HOREB. 


(I. Kings 18 and 19.) 


1. And the word of Jehovah came to Elijah in the third year 
saying, Go show thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the 
earth. And Elijah went to show himself unto Ahab and when 
Ahab saw Elijah he said unto him, Is it thou, thou troubler of 
Israel? And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou 
and thy father’s house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments 
of Jehovah. Now therefore send and gather to me all Israel unto 
Mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal 450 and the prophets of 
the Asherah 400, that eat at Jezebel’s table. So Ahab sent unto 
all the children of Israel and gathered the prophets together unto 
Mount Carmel. And Elijah came near unto all the people and said, 
How long go ye limping between the two sides? if Jehovah be God, 
follow Him, but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered 
him not a word. Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only 
am left a prophet of Jehovah; but Baal’s s prophets are 450 men. 
Let them therefore give us two bullocks and let them choose one 
bullock for themselves, and eut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood 
and pnt no fire under. And eall ye on the name of your god, and 
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I will call upon the name of Jehovah, and the God that answereth 
by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It 
is well spoken. And the prophets of Baal took the bullock and 
dressed it and called on the name of Baal from morning even until 
noon, saying, O Baal hear us! But there was no voice nor any that 
answered. And it came to pass at noon that Elijah mocked them 
and said, Cry aloud! for he is a god; either he is musing, or he is 
gone aside, or he is on a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and 
must be awaked. And they cried aloud and cut themselves after 
their manner with knives and lances, till the blood gushed out 
upon them. But there was neither voice, nor any te answer, nor 
any that regarded. 

2. And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me! 
And all the people came near unto him; and he took twelve stones 
according to the number of the sons of Jacob, and built an altar in 
the name of Jehovah and made a trench about the altar and put 
the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid it on the 
wood. And Elijah caused the people to pour water upon the burnt- 
offering, so that the water ran round about the altar and filled the 
trench also. And Elijah lifted up his voice and said,.O Jehovah 
the God of Abraham, of Isaac and of Israel, let it be known this day 
that Thou art God in Israel, and that I am Thy servant and that 
I have done all these things at Thy word. Hear me, O Jehovah, 
hear me, that this people may know that Thou, Jehovah, art God 
and that Thou hast turned their heart back again! Then the fire 
of Jehovah fell and consumed the burnt-offering and the wood and 
the stones and the dust and licked up the water that was in the 
trench. And when all the people saw it they fell on their faces and 
said, Jehovah, HeisGod! Jehovah, HeisGod! And Elijah said unto 
them, Take the prophets of Baal, let not one of them escape! And 
they took them; and Elijah brought them down to the brook 
Kishon, and slew them there. 

3. And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up eat and drink; for 
there is the sound of abundance of rain. So Ahab went up to eat 
and to drink, and Elijah went up to the top of Carmel and bowed 
himself down upon the earth and put his face between his knees 
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and said to his servant, Go up now and look toward the sea. And 
he went up and looked and said, There is, nothing. And he said, 
Go again seven times. And at the seventh time he said, Behold, 
there ariseth a cloud out of the sea as small as a man’s hand. And 
Flijah said, Go up, say unto Ahab: Make ready thy chariot and get 
thee down, that the rain stop thee not! And it came to pass in a 
little while, that the heavens grew black with clouds and wind and 
there was a great rain. And Ahab rode and went to Jezreel. 


4, And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done and how he 
had slain all the prophets of Baal with the sword. Then Jezebel 
sent a messenger to Elijah saying, So let the gods do to me and 
more also if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by 
to-morrow about this time. And Elijah arose and went into the 
wilderness and sat under a juniper-tree and said, It is enough 
now, O Jehovah, take away my life; for I am not better than my 
fathers.. And he lay down and slept under the juniper-tree. And 
behold, an angel touched him and said unto him, Arise and eat! 
And he looked, and behold, there was at his head a cake baken on 
the coals and a cruse of water; and he did eat and drink and laid 
himself down again. And the angel of Jehovah came again a 
second time and touched him and said, Arise and eat, because the 
journey is too great for thee. And he did eat and drink and went 
in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights unto 
Horeb, the Mount of God. And he came thither unto a cave and 
lodged there and behold, the word of Jehovah came unto him and 
said, What doest thou here, Elijah? And he said, I have been very 
jealous for Jehovah the God of hosts; for the children of Israel 
have forsaken Thy covenant, thrown down Thine altars and slain 
Thy prophets with the sword: and I, even I only, am left and they 
seek my life to take it away. And He said, Go forth and stand 
upon the mount before Jehovah. And behold, Jehovah passed by 
and a great and strong wind rent the mountains and brake in 
pieces the rocks before Jehovah; but Jehovah was not in the wind: 
and after the wind an earthquake; but Jehovah was not in the 
earthquake: and after the earthquake a fire; but Jehovah was not 
in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice. And when Elijah 
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heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood 
in the entrance of the cave. And Jehovah said unto him, Go re- 
turn on thy way through the wilderness and anoint Elisha to be 
prophet in thy room. And I will leave Me 7000 in Israel, all the 
knees which have not bowed unto Baal. And Elijah departed thence 
and found Elisha who was plowing, and cast his mantle upon him. 
And Elisha left the oxen and went after Elijah and ministered 
unto him. 

Isaiah 42. 8: I am Jehovah, that is My name; and My glory will I 
not give to another, neither My praise unto graven images. 

Matthew 6. 24: No man can serve two masters; for either he will 
hate the one and love the other or eise he will hold to one and despise 
the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

Isaiah 30. 15: In quietness and confidence shall be your strength. 

CATECHISM. 


107. Has the Church already become all that we confess concerning 
it?—The Church has indeed existed at all times as the true Church; but 
it has frequently erred and been corrupted; its future perfection, how- 
ever, is certain according to God’s promise. 


61. NABOTH’S VINEYARD. 
(I. Kings 21 and 22.) 

1. Naboth had a vineyard in Jezreel, hard by the palace of 
Ahab. And Ahab spake unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy vine- 
yard that I may have it for a garden of herbs, because it is near 
unto my house. I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it, 
or if it seem good to thee I will give thee the worth of it in money. 
But Naboth said to Ahab, Jehovah forbid it me that I should give 
the inheritance of my fathers unto thee. And Ahab came into his 
house heavy and displeased because of the word which Naboth had 
spoken to him. And he laid him down upon his bed and turned 
away his face and would eat no bread. But Jezebel his wife came to 
him and said unto him, Why is thy spirit so sad that thou eatest no 
bread? And he told her the words which Naboth had spoken to 
him. And Jezebel said, Arise and eat bread and let thy heart be 
merry. I will give thee the vineyard of Naboth. And she wrote let- 
ters in Ahab’s name, and sealed them with his seal, and sent them 
unto the elders and to the nobles that were in the city of Naboth. 
And she wrote in the letters saying, Proclaim a fast among the 
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people and set Naboth on high among the people and set two base 
fellows before him and let them bear witness against him, saying, 
Thou didst curse God and the king. And then carry him out and 
stone him to death. And they did so. And when Jezebel heard it, 
she said to Ahab, Arise and take possession of the vineyard of Na- 
both, for he is dead. 

2. And the word of Jehovah came to Elijah, saying, Arise go 
down to meet Ahab, behold he is in the vineyard of Naboth to take 
possession of it. And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus 
saith Jehovah, Hast thou killed and also taken possession? In 
the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy 
blood, even thine. I will bring evil upon thee and will utterly 
sweep thee away and the dogs shall eat Jezebel by the rampart of 
Jezreel. And when Ahab heard those words, he rent his clothes 
and fasted and lay in sackcloth and went softly. And the word of 
Jehovah came to Elijah saying, Seest thou how Ahab humbleth 
himself before Me? Therefore I will not bring the evil in his days; 
but in his son’s day will I bring evil upon his house. 

3. And after three years Ahab went to war against the king of 
Syria. And a certain man drew his bow at a venture and smote 
the king of Israel between the joints of the armor and the king 
died at even. And the blood ran out of the wound into the bottom 
of the chariot when they brought him to Samaria to bury him 
there. And they washed the chariot by the pool of Samaria and 
the dogs licked up his blood according to the word of Jehovah— 
And Jezebel died also according to the word of Jehovah. For when 
Jehu became king and entered into Jezreel, she looked out at the 
window. And Jehu said, Throw her down! And they threw her 
down and her blood was sprinkled on the wall. And the dogs ate 
her flesh by the rampart at Jezreel. 


Proverbs 19. 5: A false witness shall not be unpunished and he that 
uttereth lies shall not escape. 


Job 34. 11: For the work of a man will God render unto him and 
cause every man to find according to his ways. 
CATECHISM. 
30. What does God forbid in the Ninth Commandment?—God for- 
bids perjury and all manner of falsehood in speech and action, likewise 
treachery, slander, and deceit of every kind. 
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62. ELIJAH TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN. 


(II. Kings 2.) 
1, And it came to pass when Jehovah would take up Elijah by 
a whirlwind into heaven, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. 
And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee, for Jehovah 
hath sent me as far as Beth-el. But Elisha said, As Jehovah liveth, 
I will not leave thee! And as they came down to Beth-el the sons 


of the prophets came forth to Elisha and said unto him, Knowest 
thou that Jehovah will take away thy master from thy head to- 
day? And he said, Yea, I know it, hold ye your peace! And Eli- 
jah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for Jehovah hath 
sent me to Jericho. But he said, As Jehovah liveth I will not leave 
thee! And as they came to Jericho the sons of the prophets came 
forth and said unto Elisha, Knowest thou that Jehovah will take 
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away thy master from thy head to-day? And he answered, Yea, I 
know it, hold ye your peace! And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry 
here, I pray thee for Jehovah hath sent me to the Jordan. But he 
answered, As Jehovah liveth, I will not leave thee! And they. two 
went on. And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went and stood 
over against them afar off, and they two stood by the Jordan. And 
Elijah took his mantle and wrapped it together and smote the 
waters and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two 
went over on dry ground. 

2. And when they were gone over, Elijah said unto Elisha, 
Ask what I shall do for thee before I am taken from thee! And 
Elisha answered, I pray thee let a double portion of thy spirit be upon 
me! And hesaid,Thou hast asked a hard thing; nevertheless if thou 
see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee, but it 
not, it shall not be so. And as they still went on and talked, behold, 
there appeared a chariot of fire and horses of fire, which parted 
them both asunder and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 
And Elisha saw it and cried, My father, my father, the chariots of 
Israel and the horsemen thereof! And he saw him no more. And 
he took hold of his own clothes and rent them in two pieces and 
took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him and went 
back and stood by the bank of the Jordan. And he took the mantle 
of Elijah and smote the waters, saying, Where is Jehovah, the God 

of Elijah? And the waters were divided hither and thither, and 

Elisha went over. And when the sons of the prophets that were at 
Jericho saw him, they said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Eli- 
sha! And they came to meet him and bowed themselves to the 
ground before him. 


James 1. 12: Blessed is the man that endureth temptation; for when 
he hath been approved he shall receive the crown of life, which the 
Lord promised to them that love Him. 

Revelation 2. 10: Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee 
the crown of life. 

CATECHISM. 

122. What do we pray for in the petition: “But deliver us from 
evil?’—We pray in this petition as in a summary that the Father in 
heaven would deliver us from every evil of body and soul and finally 
when our last hour is come grant us a happy end and graciously take us 
from this world of sorrow to Himself in heaven. 
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63. THE PROPHET ELISHA. 


(II. Kings 2, 4 and 5.) 

1. And Elisha went up unto Beth-el. And as he was going up 
by the way there came forth young lads out of the city and mocked 
him and said unto him, Go up, thou baldhead, go up thou bald- 
head! And he looked behind him and saw them and cursed them 
in the name of Jehovah. And there came forth two she-bears out 
of the wood and tare forty and two lads of them. 


2. Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons. 
of the prophets unto Elisha, saying, My husband is dead and thou 
knowest that he did fear Jehovah; and the creditor is come to 
take unto him my two children to be bondmen. And Elisha said 
unto her, What shall I do for thee? tell me, what hast thou in the 
house? And she said, Thy handmaid hath not anything in the 
house save a pot of oil. Then he said, Go borrow thee vessels 
abroad of all thy neighbors even empty vessels; borrow not a few. 
And thou shalt go in and shut the door upon thee and upon thy 
sons and pour out into all those vessels. And when the vessels 
were full the oil stayed. Then she came and told the man of God. 
And he said, Go sell the oil and pay thy debt and live thou and 
thy sons of the rest. 


3. Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was 
a great man with his master and Honorable, he was also a mighty 
man of valor but he was a leper. And the Syrians had gone out in 
bands and brought away a captive out of the land of Israel a little 
maiden; and she waited on Naaman’s wife. And she said unto her 
mistress, Would that my lord were with the prophet that is in Sama- 
ria! then would he recover him of his leprosy. So Naaman came with 
his horses and with his chariots and stood at the door of the house 
of Elisha. And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and 
wash in the Jordan seven times and thy flesh shall come again unto 
thee and thou sualt be clean. But Naaman was wroth and went 
away and said, Behold, I thought, he will surely come out to me 
and stand and call on the name of Jehovah his God and waive his 
hand over the place and recover the leper. Are not the rivers of 
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Damascus better than all the waters of Israel? So he turned and 
went away ina rage. And his servants came near and spake unto 
him and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great 
thing, wouldst thou not have done it? How much rather then, 
when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? Then went he down 
and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan according to the say- 
ing of the man of God and was clean. And he returned to the 
man of God and said, Behold now, I know that there is no God in all 
the earth but in Israel. Now therefore take a present of thy servant. 
But he answered, As Jehovah liveth, I will receive none. Go in 
peace.—But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, thought unto himself: 
My master hath spared this Syrian, I will run after him and take 
somewhat of him. So Gehazi followed after Naaman and said, My 
master hath sent me saying, Even now there are come to me two 
young men of the sons of the prophets; give them I pray thee a tal- 
ent of silver, and two changes of raiment. And Naaman said, Be 
pleased to take two talents. And he urged him and laid them upon 
two of his servants and they bare them before him. And when he 
came to the hill, he took them from their hand and bestowed them 
in the house. And when the men had departed he went in and 
stood before his master. And Elisha said unto him, Whence 
comest thou, Gehazi? And he said, Thy servant went no whither. 
And he said, Went not my heart with thee? The leprosy therefore 
of Naaman shall cleave unto thee. And he went out from his 
presence a leper as white as snow. 


Leviticus 19. 32: Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and 
honor the face of the old man. 


Luke 1. 87: For no word of God shall be void of power. 


I. Timothy 6. 9, 10: But they that are minded to be rich fall into a 
temptation and a snare and many foolish and hurtful lusts, such as 
drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is a 
root of all kinds of evil, which some reaching after, have been led astray 
from the faith and have pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 


CATECHISM. 


51. What is the meaning of: God is good?—God does only good to 
all His creatures. 


~ 
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64. JONAH THE PROPHET. 


(Jonah 1—4,) 


1. Now the word of Jehovah came unto Jonah saying, Arise, 
go to Nineveh, that great city and cry against it, for their wicked- 
ness is come up before Me. But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish 
from the presence of Jehovah ; and he went down to Joppa and found 
a ship going to Tarshish,so he paid the fare thereof and went down 
into it. But Jehovah sent out a great wind upon the sea so that 
the ship was like to be broken. Then the mariners were afraid and 
cried every one to his god, but Jonah was gone down into the inner- 
most parts of the ship and was fast asleep. So the shipmaster 
came and said to him, What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call 
upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish 
not. And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast 
lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So 
they cast lots and the lot fell upon Jonah. Then said they unto 
him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us, 
what is thine occupation? and whence comest thou? what is thy 
country? and of what people art thou? And he said unto them, 
I am a Hebrew, and I fear Jehovah the God of heaven, who hath 
made the sea and the dry land. Then were the men exceedingly 
afraid and said unto him, What is this that thou hast done? What 
shall we do unto thee that the sea may be calm unto us? And he 
said unto them, Take me up and cast me forth into the sea, so shall 
the sea be calm unto you, for I know that for my sake this great 
tempest is upon you. So they took up Jonah and cast him forth 
into the sea, and the sea ceased from its raging. Then the men 
feared Jehovah exceedingly and they offered a sacrifice unto Jeho- 
vah and made vows. And Jehovah prepared a great fish to swallow 
up Jonah; and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and 
three nights. Then Jonah prayed unto Jehovah his God out of the 
fish’s belly. And Jehovah spake unto the fish, and it vomited out 
Jonah upon the dry land. 

2. And the word of Jehovah came unto Jonah the second time, 
saying, Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it 
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the preaching that I bid thee. So Jonah arose and went unto 
Nineveh. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city, of three day’s 
journey. And Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s journey 
and he-cried and said, Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be over- 
thrown! And the people of Nineveh believed God and the king of 
Nineveh laid his robe from him and covered him with sackcloth 
and sat in ashes. And he made proclamation saying, Let neither 
man nor beast taste anything, but let them cry mightily unto God; 


yea, let them turn every one from his evil way and from the violence 
that is in his hands! Who knoweth whether God will not turn and 
repent and turn away from His fierce anger that we perish not? 
And God saw that they turned from their evil way and repented of 
the evil which He said He would do unto them and He did it not. 

3. But it displeased Jonah exceedingly and he was angry and 
he prayed unto Jehovah and said, I pray thee, O Jehovah, was not 
this my saying when I was yet in my country? Therefore I 
hasted to flee unto Tarshish, for I knew that Thou art a gracious 
God and merciful, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness 
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and repentest Thee of the evil. Therefore, O Jehovah, iake, I be- 
seech Thee, my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to 
live! And Jehovah said, Doest thou well to be angry? Then 
Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and 
there made him a booth, and sat under it in the shade, till he might 
see what would become of the city. And Jehovah prepared a 
gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shade 
over his head, and Jonah was exceeding glad because of the gourd. 
But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, 
and it smote the gourd, that it withered. And when the sun arose 
it beat upon the head of Jonah that he fainted, and requested for 
himself that he might die. And God said to Jonah, Dost thou well 
to be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do well to be angry 
even unto death. And Jehovah said, Thou hast had regard for the 
gourd, for which thou hast not labored, neither madest it grow; 
which came up in a night, and perished in a night: should not I 
have regard for Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than six 
score thousand persons that cannot discern between their right 
hand and their left hand; and also much cattle? 


Psalm 139. 7—10: Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit? or whither 
shall I flee from Thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, Thou art 
there; if I make my bed in Sheol, behold, Thou art there; if I take the 
wings of morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea: even 
there shall Thy hand lead me and Thy right hand shall hold me. 

Psalm 103. 13: Like as a father pitieth his children, so Jehovah 
pitieth them that fear Him. 

CATECHISM. 


99. What is conversion?—Conversion is the faithful acceptance of 
the new life wrought by God, hence a turning from the broad way and 
entrance upon the straitened way. 


65. CAPTIVITY OF ISRAEL AND JUDAH. 


(II. Kings 17—25.) 


1. After Ahab twelve other kings reigned over Israel, but 
they all did what was evil in the sight of Jehovah. The last king 
over Israel was Hoshea. Against him came up Shalmaneser, king 
of Assyria and besieged Samaria three years. And when he took 
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Samaria he carried Israel (the ten tribes) away unto Assyria. This 
took place in the year 722 B. C. Thus was Israel carried away 
from the land of their fathers to dwell among the Gentiles after 
the kingdom had existed 253 years and had nineteen kings. And 
the king of Assyria brought men from Babylon and all parts of his 
kingdom and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the 
childrenof Israel. And they feared notJehovah but worshipped thetr 
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own gods, wherefore Jehovah sent lions among them. Then the king 
of Assyria commanded, saying, Carry thither one of the priests 
whom ye brought from thence and let him teach them the law of 
God. So one of the priests came and dwelt at Beth-el and taught 
them how they should fear Jehovah. So these nations feared Jeho- 
vah and served their graven images also, their children likewise 


and their children’s children. And they came to be called Sama-: 
ritans. 
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2. And Hezekiah was king of Judah at the time when Shalman- 
eser destroyed the kingdom of Israel and he did what was right in the 
eyes of Jehovah according to all that his father David had done. 
He clave to Jehovah and kept His Commandments. He opened the 
doors of the house of Jehovah and commanded the priests and the 
Levites to sanctify the house of Jehovah and sent messengers to 
Judah and Israel that all the people should turn again unto Jeho- 
vah and serve Him in His sanctuary. And there assembled at Je- 
rusalem much people and they took away the altars for incense and 
cast them into the brook Kidron and kept the feast of unleavened 
bread with great joy, for since the time of Solomon there was not 
the like in Jerusalem. After these things Sennacherib, the king of 
Assyria, came with a great host and encamped against Jerusalem 
to take it. He sent his servants unto Hezekiah and all Judah, say- 
ing, Let not Hezekiah deceive nor persuade you, neither believe ye 
him when he says, Jehovah, our God will deliver us! Who was 
there among all the gods of those nations which my fathers utterly 
destroyed, that could deliver his people out of my hand, that your 
God should be able to deliver you out of my hand? And when 
Hezekiah heard it he rent his clothes and went into the house of 
Jehovah and prayed unto Jehovah. And Jsaiah the prophet sent 
a messenger unto Hezekiah saying, Sennacherib shall not enter 
into the city, neither shall he shoot an arrow into it, nor ‘cast up a 
mound against it. By the way that he came, by the same way shall 
he return. For I will defend this city to save it. And it came to 
pass that night that the angel of Jehovah went forth and smote in 
the camp of the Assyrians a hundred four score and five thousand 
(185,000) and when men arose early in the morning, behold, these 
were all dead bodies. 

3. After Hezekiah there reigned two kings over Judah that 
did what was evil in the sight of Jehovah. And they seduced the 
people to sin with idols and to practice all the abominations of the 
Gentiles. After them Josiah became king, and he did that which 
was right in the eyes of Jehovah, and purified the land of the wor- 
ship of idols and the abominations which his fathers had practiced. 
Also he caused the breaches in the house of Jehovah to be repaired. 
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And Hilkiah the high priest found the book of the law in the 
house of Jehovah, and they brought it to the king and read it be- 
fore him. And when the king heard the words in the book of the 
law, he rent his clothes, saying, Great is the wrath of J ehovah 
against us, because our fathers have not hearkened unto the words 
of this book to do all that which is written. But the kings that 
followed after Josiah did that which was evil in the sight of Jeho- 
vah and wickedness and corruption were multiplied. And Jere- 
miah the prophet spake unto them the word of Jehovah that the 
kingdom of Judah should be destroyed by the Chaldeans and that 
all the people should be taken away to Babylon. Also that Jeho- 
vah would after seventy years of captivity lead them back into the 
land of their fathers. But the people gave no heed to his words. 
4, In the days when Jehoiakim was king over Judah, Nebu- 
chadnezzar, king of Babylon came unto Jerusalem, and Jehoiakim 
became his servant. And Nebuchadnezzar took with him certain 
of the children of Israel, even of the seed royal and nobles among 
which was also Daniel. And Nebuchadnezzar came a second time 
unto Jerusalem to besiege the city and took it and he led Jehoia- 
chin the king of Judah captive to Babylon together with all the 
princes and men of valor and made Zedekiah to be king of Judah. 
And Zedekiah did that which was evil in the sight of Jehovah, he 
gave no heed to the words of Jeremiah and rebelled against the 
king of Babylon. And Nebuchadnezzar came a third time against 
Jerusalem, he and all his army and built forts against it round 
about to besiege the city. And the famine was sore in the city so 
that there was no bread for the people of the land. And when the 
city had been taken, they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes 
and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him in fetters and 
carried him to Babylon. And they burnt the house of Jehovah and 
the king’s house and all the houses of Jerusalem and brake down 
the walls of the city round about. And the residue of the people 
that were left they carried away captive to be servants of Nebu- 
chadnezzar and his people. And the vessels of gold and silver and 
brass and all the treasures took they away, the brass of all the ves- 
sels ther took was without weight. So Judah was carried away 
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captive out of his land in the year 588 B. C., after the kingdom had 
existed 387 years and had nineteen kings. And the king permitted 
Jeremiah to dwell in the land, and among the ruins of Jerusalem 
‘the lamented the sins of his people and the destruction Jehovah had 
visited upon them. Yet he comforted them also with the message 
of Jehovah’s mercy saying, It is Jehovah’s lovingkindnesses, that 
we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are 
new every morning, great is His faithfulness. Jehovah is my por- 
tion, saith my soul, therefore will I hope in Him. 

Proverbs 14. 34: Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a re- 
proach to any people. 

Psalm 5. 4: Thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness, 
evil shall not sojourn with Thee. 

CATECHISM. 

9. Rehearse the Second Commandment.—Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any graven image or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above or that is in the earth beneath or that is in the water under the 
earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them nor serve them. For 
I, the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fath- 
ers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that 
hate Me and showing mercy unto thousands of them that love Me and 
keep My commandments. 


VII. IN CAPTIVITY AT BABYLON. 
65. DANIEL. 


(Daniel 1—3.) 


1. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, caused certain of the 
children of Israel, even of the seed royal and of the nobles, youths 
in whom was no blemish, but well favored and skilful in all wisdom, 
knowledge and understanding, to stand in the king’s palace and be 
taught the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans. And the 
king appointed for them a daily portion of the king’s dainties and 
of the wine which he drank. Among these were Daniel, Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-Nego. But Daniel proposed in his heart that 
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he would not defile himself with the king’s dainties, nor with the 
wine he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs 
that he might not defile himself. And the prince of the eunuchs 
said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who hath appointed your 
food and your drink: for why should he see your faces worse look- 

ing than the youths that are of your own age? so would ye en- 
denger my head with the king. Then said Daniel, Prove thy serv- 
ants, I beseech thee, ten days. And he hearkened unto them. And 
at the end often days their countenances appeared fairer, and they 
were fatter in flesh than all the youths that did eat of the king’s 
dainties. So the steward took away their dainties, and the wine 
that they should drink, and gave them pulse. And God gave them 
knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom. And at the end of 
three years the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before Ne- 
buchadnezzar. And the king found them ten times better in every 
matter of wisdom and understanding than all the wise and learned 
men in all his realm. 

2. Now Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold. 
whose height was three-score cubits, and the breadth thereof six 
cubits, and set it up in the province of Babylon, and commanded 
the herold to cry aloud: To you it is commanded, O peoples, na- 
tions and languages, that at what time ye hear the sound of the 
trumpet, ye fall down and worship the golden image that the king 
hath set up. And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall 
the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 
After these things certain Chaldeans came near and brought ac- 
cusation against Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego that they did 
not worship the golden image. Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage 
and fury commanded to bring them before him and said, Now if 
ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the trumpet ye 
fall down and worship the image which I have made, well: but if ye 
worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burn- 
ing fiery furnace; and who is that god that shall deliver you out of 
my hands? Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego answered and said 
to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer thee in 
this matter. Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the 
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burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us out of thy hand, O 
king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not 
worship the golden image which thou hast set up. Then was Ne- 
buchadnezzar full of fury, and commanded that they should heat 
the furnace seven times more than it was wont to be heated. Then 
these men were bound in their hosen, tunics and mantles, and their 
other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery 
furnace. And the furnace was exceeding hot, so that the flame of 
the fire slew those men that heated it. Then Nebuchadnezzar the 
king was astonished, and said, Did not we cast three men bound 
into the midst of the fire?- Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the 
midst of the fire, and.they have no hurt; and the aspect of the 
fourth is like a son of the gods. Then Nebuchadnezzar came near 
to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace saying, Ye servants of 
the Most High God, come forth and come hither. And they came 
forth out of the midst of the fire. And the governors and the 
king’s counsellors saw these men, that the fire had no power upon 
their bodies, nor was the hair of their head singed, neither were 
their mantles changed, nor had the smell of fire passed on them. 
Then Nebuchadnezzar spake and said, Blessed be the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego, who hath sent His angel and 
delivered His servants that trusted in Him, and have yielded their 
bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their 
own God. Therefore I make a decree, that any which speak any- 
thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego 
shall perish; because there is no other God that is able to deliver after 
this sort. 

Acts 5. 29. We must obey God rather than men. 

Isaiah 43. 1, 2: Fear not, for I have redeemed thee; I have called 
thee by thy name, thou art Mine. When thou passest through the 
waters, I will be with thee; and through the:rivers, they shall not over- 
flow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned, 
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. 

CATECHISM. 

7. What does God require in the First Commandment?—God re- 

quires that we fear and love Him, and trust in Him above all things. 
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67. THE FEAST OF BELSHAZZAR. 
(Daniel 5.) 

1. And it came to pass that Belshazzar, the king of Babylon, 
made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and while he tasted 
the wine he commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels 
which Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the temple 
which was in Jerusalem; that the king and his lords and his wives 
might drink therefrom. They drank wine and praised the gods of 
gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. In the 
same hour came forth the fingers of a man’s hand, and wrote over 
against the candlestick upon the plaster of the wall in the king’s 
palace. And the king saw the hand that wrote, and his countenance 
was changed in him, and his thoughts troubled him; and his knees 
smote one against another. And he cried aloud to bring in the en- 
chanters, and soothsayers and spake to them saying, Whosoever 
shall read this writing, and show me the interpretation therecf, 
shall be clothed with purple, and have a chain of gold about his 
neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom. But all the 
king’s wise men could not read the writing, nor make known to the 
king the interpretation. Then was king Belshazzar greatly trou- 
bled, and his countenance was changed in him, and his lords were 
perplexed. But the queen spake unto him, saying, Let not thy 
thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be changed. There 
is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; 
now let Daniel be called, and he will show the interpretation. 

2. Then was Daniel brought in before the king, and he spake 
unto him saying, I have heard of thee, that light and understand- 
ing and excellent wisdom are found in thee: now if thou canst 
read the writing, and make known to me the interpretation thereof, 
thou shalt be clothed with purple, and haye a chain of gold about 
thy neck, and shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom. And 
Daniel answered, Give thy rewards to another; nevertheless I will 
read the writing unto the king, and make known the interpreta- 
tion. Thou, O king, hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of 
heaven, and hast desecrated the vessels of His house; thou hast 
praised the gods which see not, nor hear, nor know; and the God 
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in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou 
not glorified. Then was the part of the hand sent from before Him 
and this writing was inscribed. And this is the writing: Mene, 
Mene, Tekel, Upharsin. And this is the interpretation: Mene; God 
hath numbered thy kingdom, and brought it to an end. Tekel; 
thou art weighed in the balance, and art found wanting. Peres 
(Pharsin); thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and 
Persians. And it was so. In that night Belshazzar was slain and 
Darius the Mede received the kingdom. 

Galatians 6. 7, 8: Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth unto 


his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth unto 
the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal life. 


CATECHISM. 


; 67. What is the punishment for sin?—The punishment for sin is 
death, as it is written: Rom. 6. 23: The wages of sin is death. 


68. DANIEL IN THE DEN OF LIONS. 


(Daniel 6.) 


1. It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom a hundred and 
twenty satraps, and over them three presidents, of whom Daniel 
was one. Daniel was distinguished above the presidents and sa- 
traps, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought 
to set him over the whole realm. Then the presidents and the sa- 
traps sought to find occasion against Daniel as touching the king- 
dom; but they could find no occasion nor fault, forasmuch as he 
was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him. 
Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against this 
Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the law of his God. 
Then these presidents and satraps assembled together to the king 
saying, King Darius, live forever. All the presidents of the king- 
dom, and the satraps have consulted together to establish a royal 
statute, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any god or man for 
thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of 
lions. Now, O king, establish the interdict, and sign the writing. 
Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the interdict. 
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2. And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he 
went into his house (now his windows were open in his chamber to- 
ward Jerusalem); and he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, 
and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. 
Then these men found Daniel making petition and supplication 
before his God, and they spake unto the king saying, Daniel re- 
gardeth not thee nor the interdict that thou hast signed, but mak- 
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eth his petition three times a day. Then the king, when he heard 
these words, was sore displeased, and set his heart on Daniel to de- 
liver him; and he labored till the going down of the sun to rescue 
him. But these men said unto the king, Know, O king, that no 
statutes which the king establisheth may be changed. 

3. Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and 
cast him into the den of lions. And the king said unto Daniel, 
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Thy God, whom thou servest continually, He will deliver thee. 
And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den; 
and the king sealed it with his own signet. Then the king went to . 
his palace, and passed the night fasting; and his sleep fled from 
him. Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in 
haste unto the den of lions, and cried with a lamentable voice, O 
Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God whom thou servest 
continually, able to deliver thee from the lions? Then said Daniel 
unto the king, O king, my God hath sent His angel, and hath shut 
the lions’ mouths, and they have not hurt me, forasmuch as before 
Him innocency was found in me, and also before thee, O king, have 
I done no hurt. Then was the king exceeding glad, and com- 
manded that they should take Daniel up out of the den, and no 
manner of hurt was found upon him, because he had trusted in his 
God. And the king commanded, and they brought those men that 
had accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions, and 
the lions had the mastery or them, and brake all their bones in 
pieces, before they came to the bottom of the den. Then king Da- 
rius wrote unto all the people of his kingdom: I make a decree, 
that in all the dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear 
before the God of Daniel; for He is the living God, and His king- 
dom that which shall not be destroyed; and His dominion shall be 
even unto the end. He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh 
signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered 
Daniel from the power of the lions. So this Daniel prospered in 
the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 

Psalm 68. 20: God is unto us a God of deliverances, and unto Jeho- 
vah the Lord belongeth escape from death. 

_ CATECHISM. 


115. What is the meaning of: “Our Father who art in heaven?’’— 
God desires us and all His children to call upon Him with cheerful con- 
fidence, as beloved children entreat a kind and affectionate tather, 
knowing that He is both willing and able to help us. 
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Vill. AFTER THE CAPTIVITY. 
69. THE RETURN FROM CAPTIVITY. 


(Ezra 1—10; Nehemiah 1—13.) 


1. Now in the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, J ehovah 
stirred up the spirit ofthe king, so that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom, saying, Jehovah the God of heaven, 
hath charged me to build Him a, house at Jerusalem. Whosoever 
there is among you of all His people, his God be with him, and let 
him go up to Jerusalem, and build the house of Jehovah, the God 
of Israel. And whosoever is left, in any place where he sojourneth, 
let the men of his place help him with silver, and with gold, and 
with goods, and with beasts, besides the freewill-offering for the 
house of God which is in Jerusalem. Then rose up the heads of 
fathers’ houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests, and the 
Levites to go up to build the house of Jehovah. And all they that 
were round about them strengthened their hands with vessels of 
silver and gold, with goods, and with beasts, and with precious 
things. Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the house 
of Jehovah which Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth out of Jeru- 
salem, and had put*in the house of his gods. And the number of 
those who returned with Jeshwa the high priest and Zerubbabel 
were 42,360, besides men servants and maid servants. 


2. And when the children of Israel were in their cities, they 
came together unto Jerusalem to build the house of Jehovah. “And 
when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of Jehovah, 
the priests stood with trumpets, and the Levites with cymbals to 
praise Jehovah. And they sang one to another in praising and 
giving thanks unto Jehovah, saying, For He is good, for His lov- 
ingkindness endureth forever toward Israel. And all the people 
shouted with a great shout, when they praised Jehovah, because the 
foundation of the house of Jehovah was laid. But many of the old 
priests and Levites and heads of fathers’ houses who had seen the 
first house, when the foundation of this house was laid before their 
eyes, wept with a loud voice, so that the people could not discern 
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the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the 
people. 

3. Now when the adversaries, the Samaritans, heard that the 
children of the captivity were building a temple unto Jehovah, the 
God of Israel, they drew near to Zerubbabel, and to the heads of 
fathers’ houses, and said unto them, Let us build with you, for we 
seek your God, as ye do. But they answered and said unto them, 


Ye have nothing to do with us in building a house unto our God; 
but we ourselves together will build unto Jehovah, as the king of 
Persia hath commanded us.»-Then the people of the land weakened 
the hands of the people of Judah, and troubled them in building 
all the days of Cyrus king of Persia.—In the second year of the 
reign of Darius the prophets Haggai and Zechariah encouraged the 
people to complete the house of Jehovah. And Zerubbabel and 
Jeshua began again to build the house of God at Jerusalem, and 
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finished it in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the king. And 
the children of Israel kept the dedication of this house of God with 
Joy. ; 
4. Now after these things, in the reign of Artaxerxes, Hzra 
went up from Babylon. And he was a ready scribe in the law of 
Moses; with him there went up some of the children of Israel and 
of the priests, and the Levites, and the singers unto Jerusalem. 
And the king himself gave them silver and gold for the house of 
Jehovah.—After these things was Nehemiah, one of the captives, 
cupbearer to Artaxerxes the king. And the king sent him with 
letters to the governors that they might let him pass through till 
he came unto Judah. When Nehemiah came to Jerusalem he 
began the rebuilding of the wall. But when Sanballat, ruler of 
Samaria and the other adversaries heard of it, they fought against 
Jerusalem. And the Jews cried to their God, and appointed guards 
night and day. And while they builded, every one with one of his 
hands wrought in the work, and with the other held his weapon; 
and the builders, every one had his sword girded by his side, and so 
builded. Thus were the walls finished. And when the adversaries 
of the Jews heard of it, they feared and were much cast down in 
their own eyes, for they perceived that this work was wrought 
of God. And when the walls were built, all the people gathered 
themselves together as one man and Ezra the priest read the book 
of the law before the assembly from early morning unto mid-day. 
And all the people made a covenant to walk in the law of God. 


Lamentations 3. 31, 32: For the Lord will not cast off forever. For 
though He cause grief, yet will He have compassion according to the 
multitude of His lovingkindnesses. 

CATECHISM. 

35. What is the summary of the Ten Commandments?—Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy might. Deut. 6.5. Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 


Levit. 19. 18. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets. Matth. 22. 40. 
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APPENDIX TO THE OLD TESTAMENT. | 


I. SOME OF THE PSALMS. 


PSALM 1. 

1. Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers: 

2. But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; and on His law doth he 
meditate day and night. 

3. And he shall be like a tree planted by the streams of water, that 
bringeth forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also doth not wither; 
and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

4. The wicked are not so, but are like the chaff which the wind 
driveth away. 

5. Therefore the wicked shall not stand in the judgment, nor sin- 
ners in the congregation of the righteous. 

§. For Jehovah knoweth the way of the righteous; but the way of 
the wicked shall perish. 

Se PSALM 23. 

CA, GIS LA A Psalm of David. 

1. Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

2. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; He leadeth me be- 


side still waters. 

8. He restoreth my soul: He guideth me in the paths of righteous- 
ness for His name’s sake. 

4, Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil; for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff, they 
comfort me. 

5. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine ene~ 
mies: Thou hast anointed my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

6. Surely goodness and lovingkindness shall follow me all the days: 
of my life; and I shal) dwell in the house of Jehovah for ever. 


PSALM 51. 
A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet came unto him. 


1. Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Thy lovingkindness: 
according to the multitude of Thy tender mercies blot out my trans- 


gressions. 

2. Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from 
my sin. 

3. For I know my transgressions; and my sin is ever before me. 
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4. Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and done that which is 
evil in Thy sight; that Thou mayest be justified when Thou speakest, 
and be clear when Thou judgest. , 

5. Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity; and in sin did my 
mother conceive me. 

6. Behold, Thou desirest truth in the inward parts; and in tbe hid- 
den part Thou wilt make me to know wisdom. 

7. Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I 
shall be whiter than snow. 

8. Make me to hear joy and gladness, that the bones which Thou 
hast broken may rejoice. 

9. Hide Thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities- 

10. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit 
within me. 

11. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy holy 
Spirit from me. 

12. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with 
a willing spirit. 

13. Then will I teach transgressors Thy ways; and sinners shall be 
converted unto Thee. ‘ 

14. Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, Thou God of my salva- 
tion; and my tongue shall sing aloud of Thy righteousness. 

15. O Lord, open Thou my lips; and my mouth shall show forth Thy 
praise. 

16. For Thou delightest not in sacrifice; else would I give it: Thou 
hast no pleasure in burnt-offerings. 

17. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a con- 
trite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise. 

18. Do good in Thy good pleasure unto Zion, build Thou the walls 
of Jerusalem. 

19. Then wilt Thou delight in the sacrifices of righteousness, in 
burnt-offering and whole burnt-offering: then will they offer bullocks 
upon Thine altar, 


PSALM 9O. 
A prayer of Moses the man of God. 
1. Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling-place in all generations. 
2. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever Thou hadst 
formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, 
Thou art God. 


3. Thou turnest man to destruction, and sayest, Return, ye children 
of men. 
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4. For a thousand years in Thy sight are but as yesterday when it is 
past, and as a watch in the night. 

5. Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they are as a sleep: 
in the morning they are like grass which groweth up. 

6. In the morning it flourisheth and groweth up; in the evening it 
is cut down and withereth. 

7. For we are consumed in Thine anger, and in Thy wrath are we 
troubled. 

8. Thou hast set our iniquities before Thee, our secret sins in the 
light of Thy countenance. 

9. For all our days are passed away in Thy wrath: we bring our 
years to an end as a sigh. 

10. The days of our years are threescore years and ten, or even by 
reason of strength fourscore years; yet is their pride but labor and sor- 
row; for it is soon gone, and we fly away. 

11. Who knoweth the power of Thine anger, and Thy wrath accord- 
ing to the fear that is due unto Thee? 

12. So teach us to number our days, that we may get us ‘a heart of 
wisdom. 

13. Return, O Jehovah; how long? And let it repent Thee concern- 
ing Thy servants. 

14. Oh satisfy us in the morning with Thy lovingkindness, that we 
may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

15. Make us glad according to the days wherein Thou hast afflicted 
us, and the years wherein we have seen evil. 

16. Let Thy work appear unto Thy servants, and Thy glory upon 
their children. 

17. And let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us; and establish 
Thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands estab- 
lish Thou it. 

PSALM 103. 
A Psalm of David. 

1. Bless Jehovah, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His 
holy name. 

2. Bless Jehovah, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: 

8. Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 

4. Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee 
with lovingkindness and tender mercies; 

5. Who satisfieth thy desire with good things, so that thy youth is 
renewed like the eagle. 

6. Jehovah executeth righteous acts, and judgments for all that are 
oppressed. : 


160 PROPHECIES CONCERNING THE CoMING REDEEMER. 


7. He made known His ways unto Moses, His doings unto the chil- 
dren of Israel. 

8. Jehoveh is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abundant in 
lovingkindness. 

9. He will not always chide; neither will He keep His anger for ever- 

10. He hath not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded us after 
our iniquities. 

11. For as the heavens are high above the earth so ae is His lov- 
ingkindness toward them that fear Him. 

12. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our 
transgressions from us. ' 

13. Like as a father pitieth his children, so Jehovah pitieth them 
that fear Him. 

14. For He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust. 

15. As for man, his days are as grass; as a flower of the field, so he 
flourisheth. 

16. For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place 
thereof shall know it no more. 

17. But the lovingkindness of Jehovah is from everlasting to ever- 
lasting upon them that fear Him, and His righteousness unto children’s 
children; 

18. To such as keep His covenant, and to those that remember His 
precepts to do them. 

19. Jehovah hath established His throne in the heavens; and His 
kingdom ruleth over all. 

20. Bless Jehovah, ye His angels, that are mighty in strength, that 
fulfil His word, hearkening unto the voice of His word. 

21. Bless Jehovah, all ye His hosts, ye ministers of His, that do His 
pleasure. 


22. Cless Jehovah, all ye His works, in all places of His dominion: 
bless Jehovah, O my soul. 


Il. PROPHECIES CONCERNING THE COMING 
REDEEMER. 


Question 70 of the Evangelical Catechism “How did God pre- 

pare mankind for the redemption?” is answered thus: “God pre- 
pared mankind for redemption by the promise given in paradise, 
by the preaching of the prophets, and by various typical institu- 
tions in the old covenant.” 
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Mica foretells the BrrTH-PLACE of the Redeemer with these 
words: But thou, Bethlehem Ephrathah, which art little to be among 
the thousands of Judah, out of thee shall one come forth unto me that 
ts to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth are from of old, from 
everlasting. (5. 2.) — Isatan calls the Redeemer’s glorious NAME: 
Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government 
shall be upon His shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, Mighty-God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (9. 6.) 

_ZecHARIAH speaks of His mntry into Jerusalem: Rejoice greatly, 
O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold thy 
King cometh unto thee; He is just, and having salvation; lowly, and 
riding upon an ass. (9. 9.) — Isatau furthermore says: Arise, 
shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of Jehovah is risen upon 
thee. For, behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross dark- 
ness the peoples; but Jehovah will arise upon thee, and His glory 
shall be seen upon thee. (60. 1, 2.) OF THE SUFFERINGS of the 
Saviour Isarau prophesied: Surely He hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows; yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, 
and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was 
bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon 
‘Him; and with His stripes we are healed. (53. 4, 5.) — And the last 
of the prophets Matacui said: Behold, I send My messenger, and 
He shall prepare the way before Me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, 
will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, 
whom ye desire, behold, He cometh. (3. 1.) 


Luke 24. 27: And beginning from Moses and from all the prophets, 
He interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning Him- 
self. 

Acts 3, 24: All the prophets from Samuel and them that followed 
after, as many as have spoken, they also told of these days. 

Acts 10. 43: To Him (Jesus) bear all the prophets witness, that 
through His name every one that believeth on Him shall receive remis- 
sion of sins. 


162 


‘WII. Brief History of Israel from the End of 
the Babylonian Captivity to the Birth 
of Christ. 


1. The Jews under Greek and Syrian Supremacy. Cyrus, king of 
Persia, permitted the Jews to return home from the Babylonian Cap- 
tivity, as seen in “Bible Stories.” But this did not mean political inde- 
pendence to them. They remained a part of the Persian kingdom. About — 
200 years later Alexander the Great overcame the Persians and founded 
the great Graeco-Macedonian Empire and brought the Jews under his » 
yule. After his death the Empire was divided among his generals. They 
made themselves kings and carried on war with each other. Antiochus 
Epiphanes, one of the descendants of these, was king of Syria. After 
he had subdued the king of Egypt, he besieged and took Jerusalem. He 
entered the Holy of Holies, removed all the sacred vessels and treasures, 
and killed many people. He wanted to abolish all worship of the true 
God and therefore ordered that all people of his Empire adopt one and 
the same heathen religion. The keeping of the Sabbath and of Festivals, 
and the exercise of other religious customs were forbidden by pain of 
death. . The Sacred Scriptures, wherever found, were torn up and 
burned. Heathen altars for sacrifices were set up in all the cities of 
Judah. Many of the Jews forsook the Law of God. Others, however, 
remained faithful and steadfast, and died as martyrs rather than to ' 
transgress God’s commandments. 


2. The Jews under the Maccabees. At the time of these terrible perse- 
cutions of the Jews by Antiochus, there arose the Maccabees, a family 
of Jewish patriots, who brought deliverance. In the city of Modin there . 
dwelt a priest named Mattathias, who had five heroic sons. He refused 
to obey the edict of the Syrian king and declined to worship the idols. 
Seeing a Jew presenting himself publicly at an idol’s altar and sacri- 
ficing to the heathen gods, Mattathias became zealous in behalf of the 
Law, killed the Jew, threw down the altar, and cried aloud: ‘“‘Whoso- 
ever will keep the covenant of God, depart with me from this city.” . 
And with his sons he fled to the mountains. Many of the Jews came to 
him. Thus he gathered a little army, scoured the country, destroyed the 
heathen altars and upheld the Law of God. After the death of Matta- 
thias, his son Judas succeeded him. He was bold and courageous as a 
young roaring lion, so that his enemies were afraid of him and filed. 
¥or six years he led the party with almost superhuman effort and vary- 
ing success. He defeated Antiochus and entered Jerusalem. The finest 
triumph of this hero was his taking of the temple and its rededication 
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with solemn festivities. Again attacked by the Syrians, Judas entered 
into relations with the Romans, of whose power he had heard. But when 
the armies of the Syrian king Demetrius flooded the land, the Romans 
failed to grant the promised help. The Jews were totally defeated and. 
Judas fell in the battle. His enthusiastic followers called him ‘“Mac- 
cabi,” or the “Hammerer,”’ and hence his family has received the appel- 
lation “Maccabees.” The command now devolved on his brother 
Jonathan, whom the Syrians treacherously murdered. The third brother 
Simon finally succeeded in re-taking the stronghold of Zion, which had 
continued in the possession of the heathens. He declared his nation in- 
dependent, drove out the heathens, and was high-priest and military 
leader of the Jews. While Simon lived, the land enjoyed rest. His rule 
marks an epoch in Jewish history. There was prosperity and joy in 
Israel. The whole people vowed, that Simon (and his descendants) 
should be their ruler and high-priest, until God would send the true 
Prophet.—But this period of liberty and independence, acquired after 
terrible struggles, lasted but for a short time. 


3. The Jews under Roman Rule. The descendants of Simon were am- 
bitious of being ruler. One of them called on the Romans for help. The 
Roman general Pompey came to settle the quarrel, took Jerusalem and 
imposed an annual tribute to the Romans. The Edomite Herod, a de- 
scendant of Esau, was made governor of the land by the Romans. With 
inhuman cruelty he sought to fortify his throne. He put to death his 
wife, her mother, father and grandfather, even two of his sons were 
strangled by his orders. After his death, his kingdom, the land of Ju- 
daea, was divided among his sons. Archelaus received Judaea and Sa- 
maria, and had the title of “king.” Herod Antipas received Galilee and 
the southern part of Peraea, and Piiilip received the northern part of 
Peraea; both of these had the title “tetrarch.” On account of his 
cruelty Archelaus was banished by the Roman Emperor Augustus. The 
fifth of these governors was Pontius Pilate. 


But when the fulness of time came, God sent forth His Son, born of @ 
woman, born under the law, that He might redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might rerzive the adoption of sons, Gal. 4. 4, 5. 


The above dial shows the progress of time from Adam _ until 
Christ: ‘God, having of old time spoken unto the fathers in the 
prophets by divers portions and in divers manners, hath at the end 
of these days spoken unto us in His Son.” Hebrews 1. 1. 2. 
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THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


I. THE HISTORY OF THE CHILDHOOD 
OF JESUS CHRIST. 
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14. THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE BIRTH OF 
JOHN THE BAPTIST. 
(Luke 1. 5—23.) 

1. There was in the days of Herod, king of Judaea, a priest 
named Zacharias, and his wife’s name was Elisabeth. Both were 
righteous before God, walking in all the commandments of the 
Lord blameless. And they both were well stricken in years, and 
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had no child. Now it came to pass, while he executed the priest’s 
office before God in the order of his course, his lot was to enter 
into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And the whole 
multitude of the people were praying without at the hour of in- 
cense. And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord stand- 
ing on the right side of the altar of incense. And Zacharias was 
troubled when he saw him. But the angel said unto him, Fear not, 
Zacharias: because thy supplication is heard, and thy wife Elisa- 
beth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. 
And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at 
his birth. For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and he 
shall be filled with the Holy Spirit, and many of the children of 
Israel shall he turn unto the Lord their God. And he shall go be- 
fore his face in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts 
of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to walk in the 
wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. 
And he shall drink no wine nor strong drink. 


2. And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know 
this? The angel said, 1 am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of 
God; and I was sent to speak unto thee, and to bring thee these 
good tidings. And behold, thou shalt be silent and not able to 
speak, until the day that these things shall come to pass, because 
thou believedst not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their 
season. And the people were waiting for Zacharias, and marvelled 
at his tarrying in the temple. And when he came out, he could 
not speak unto them. And they perceived that he had seen a vi- 
sion in the temple; and he continued making signs unto them, and 
remained dumb. And when the days of his ministration were ful- 
filled, he departed unto his house. 


Psalm 33. 4: The word of Jehovah is right; and all His work is 
done in faithfulness. 


John 20. 29: Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have 
believed. i 
CATECHISM. 
72. Of what does the second article of the Christian faith treat?— 


The second article of the Christian faith treats of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, and of the work of redemption, 
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2. THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE BIRTH OF 
JESUS CHRIST. 


(Luke 1. 26—56; Matth. 1. 20—24.) 


1. In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God 
unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the vir- 
gin’s name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, 
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Hail, thou that art highly favored, the Lord is with thee. But she 
was greatly troubled at the saying, and cast in her mind what 
manner of salutation this might be. And the angel said unto her, 
Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favor with God. Behold, thou 
shalt bring forth a son, and shalt call His name Jesus. He shall 
be great, and shall be called the Son of the Most High: and the 
Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David. 
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And He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of His 
kingdom there shall be no end. And Mary said unto the angel, 
How shall this be? The angel answered and said unto her, The 
Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the Most High 
shall overshadow thee: wherefore also the holy thing which is be- 
gotten shall be called the Son of God. For no word from God shall 
be void of power. And Mary said, Behold, the handmaid of the 
Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel de- 
parted from her. 

2. And Mary arose in these days and went into the hill coun- 
try, into a city of Judah; and entered into the house of Zacharias 
and saluted Elisabeth. And Elisabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and said, Blessed art thou among women, and whence is 
this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come unto me? 
And blessed is she that believed; for there shall be a fulfilment of 
the things which have been spoken to her from the Lord. And 
Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath re-. 
joiced in God my Saviour. For He hath looked upon the low estate 
of His handmaid: for behold, from henceforth all generations shall 
call me blessed. For He that is mighty hath done to me great 
things, and holy is His name. And His mercy is unto generations 
and generations on them that fear Him. He hath showed strength 
with His arm; He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of 
their heart. He hath put down princes from their thrones, and 
hath exalted them of low degree. The hungry He hath filled with 
good things; and the rich He hath sent empty away. He hath 
given help to Israel His servant, that He might remember mercy as 
He spake unto our fathers toward Abraham and his seed for ever.— 
And: Mary abode with her about three months, and returned unto 
her house. 


3. An angel of the Lord also appeared unto soseph in a 
dream, saying: Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto 
thee Mary thy wife. She shall bring forth a son; and thou shalt 

call His name Jesus; for it is He that shall save His people from 
their sins. And Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel 
of the Lord commanded him, and took Mary unto him. 
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Jeremiah 23. 5: Behold, the days come, saith Jehovah, that I will 
raise unto David a righteous Branch, and He shall reign as king and 
deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 


Acts 4. 12: And in none other is there salvation, for neither is there 
any other name under heaven, that is given among men, wherein we 
must be saved. 

CATECHISM. 


73. Who is Jesus Christ?—He is true God and true man in one per- 
son; my Saviour, Redeemer and Lord. 


3. THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 


(Luke 1. 57—80.) 


| Sena = Ria 
1. And Elisabeth brought forth a son. And her neighbors 
and her kinsfolk heard that the Lord had magnified His mercy 
towards her; and they rejoiced with her. And on the eighth day 
they came to circumcise the child; and they would have called him 
Zacharias, after the name of his father. And his mother said, Not 
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vo; but he shall be called John. And they said unto her, There is 
none of thy kindred that is called by this name. And they made 
signs to his father, what he would have him called. And he asked 
for a tablet, and wrote, saying, His name is John. And they mar- 
velled all. And his mouth was opened immediately, and his 
tongue loosed, and he spake, blessing God. And fear came on all 
that dwelt round about them. And all they that heard it said, 
What then shall this child be? For the hand of the Lord was with 
him. 

2. And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, 
and prophesied, saying, Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; for 
He hath visited and wrought redemption for His people, and hath 
raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of His servant 
David as He spake by the mouth of His holy prophets that have 
been from of old. And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of | 

_the Most High: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to 
make ready His ways; to give knowledge of salvation unto His peo- 
ple in the remission of their sins, because of the tender mercies of 
our God, whereby the dayspring from on high. shall visit us, to 
shine upon them that sit in darkness and the shadow of death; to 
guide our feet into the way of peace——And the ‘child grew, and 
waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his 
showing unto Israel. 


Malachi 3. 1: Behold, I send my messenger, and he shall prepare 
the way before thee. 

CATECHISM. 

70. How cid God prepare mankind for the redemption?—God pre- 
pared mankind for redemption by the promise given in paradise, by the 
preaching of the prophets, and by various typical institutions im the 
old covenant. 


4, THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST. 


(Luke 2. 1—21.) 


1. Now it came to pass in those days, there went out a decree 
from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be enrolled. This 
was the first enrollment made when Quirimus was governor of 
Syria. And all went to enroll themselves, every one to his own 
city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out the city of Naza- 
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reth, into Judaea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem. 

because he was of the house and family of David; to enroll him- 
self with Mary, who was betrothed to him. And while they were 

there, she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped Him in 

swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no 

room for them in the inn. 


2, And there were shepherds in the same country abiding in 
the field, and keeping watch by night over their flock. And an 
angel of the Lord stood by them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them, and they were sore afraid. And the angel said 
unto them, Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy which shall be to all the people: for there is born to you this 
- day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. And this 
is the sien unto you: Ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling 
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clothes, and lying in a manrcr. And suddenly there was with the 
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angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men in whom 
He is well pleased. 


3. And when the angels went away from them into heaven, 
the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Beth- 
lehem, and see this thing that is come to pass, which the Lord hath 
made known unto us. And they came with haste, and found both 
Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when they 
saw it, they made known concerning the saying which was spoken 
to them about the child. And all that heard it wondered at the 
things which were spoken unto them by the shepherds. But Mary 
kept all these sayings, pondering them in her heart. And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 
that they had heard and seen, even as it was spoken unto them. 


Isaiah 9. 6, 7: Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and 
the government shall be upon His shoulder: and His name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty-God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace. 


John 8. 16: God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish but have 
eternal life. 

CATECHISM. 


75. How do we know that Jesus Christ became true man?—Jesus 
Christ was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary; 
He thereby entered into human nature and became in all things as we 
are, yet without sin. 


5. JESUS PRESENTED: IN THE TEMPEE, 


(Luke 2. 22—29.) 


1. And when eight days were fulfilled for circumcising Him, 
His name was called Jesus, which was so named by the angel be- 
fore He was born. 


2. And after six weeks, Joseph and Mary brought the Child 
Jesus to Jerusalem, to present Him to the Lord, and to offer a 
sacrifice according to that which is said in the law, A pair of 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons. And behold, there was a man 
in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous 
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and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed unto him by the 
Holy Spirit, that he should not see death, before he had seen the: 
Lord’s Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the temple: and 
when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, then he received 
Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, Now letiest Thou 
Thy servant depart, Lord, according to Thy word, in peace; for mine 


eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face 
of all peoples; a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and a glory of 
Thy people Israel. And His father and His mother were marvelling 
at the things which were spoken concerning Him. And Simeon 
blessed them, and said unto Mary His mother, Behold, this Child is 
set for the falling and the rising of many in Israel; and for a sign 
which is spoken against; yea and a sword shall pierce through thin 
own soul; that thoughts out of many hearts may be revealed. 
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3. And there was a prophetess, Anna, who was of great age, 
and a widow of 84 years. She departed not from the temple, 
worshipping with fastings and supplications night and day. And 
coming up at that very hour she gave thanks unto God, and spake 
of Him to all them that were looking for the redemption of Jerusa- 
lem. And when they had accomplished all things according to the 
law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city 
Nazareth. : 


John 1. 11: He (Jesus) came unto His own, and they that were His 
‘own received Him not. But as many as received Him, to them gave 
He the right to become children of God, even to them that believe on 
His name. 

CATECHISM. 


69. Did God leave mankind to perish in sin and misery?—No; God 
in His mercy resolved from all eternity to redeem fallen mankind by 
His only begotten Son. 


6. THE WISE MEN FROM THE EAST. 


(Matthew 2. 1—12.) 


1. Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the 
days of Herod the king, behold, Wise-men from the east came to 
Jerusalem, saying, Where is He that is born King of the Jews? 
We saw His star in the east, and are come to worship Him. When 
Herod the king heard it, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 
him. And gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people, he inquired of them, where the Christ should be born. 
And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for it is written 
through the prophet, And thow Bethlehem, land of Judah, art in no 
wise least among the princes of Judah: for out of thee shall come 
forth a governor, who shall be shepherd of My people Israel. (Micha 
5. 1.)—Then Herod privately called the Wise-men, and learned of 
them exactly what time the star appeared. And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, and said, Go and search out exactly concerning the 
young Child; and when ye have found Him, bring me word, that 
T also may come and worship Him. 

2. Having heard the king they went their way; and lo, the 
star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and 
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stood over where the young Child was. And when they saw the 
star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And they came into 
the house and saw the young Child with Mary His mother; and 
they fell down and worshipped Him; and opening their treasures. 
they offered unto Him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return 
to Herod, they departed into their own country another way. 


Isaiah 60. 3: Nations shall come to Thy light, and kings to the 
brightness of Thy rising. 


I. Timothy 2. 4: God would have all men to be saved, and come to 
the knowledge of the truth. 
CATECHISM. 
2. How can you secure the eternal salvation of your soul?—We 
secure the eternal salvation of our soul through faith in our Lord Jesus. 


Christ. 


eh 
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7. THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT AND SLAUGH-= 
TER OF THE INNOCENTS. 
(Matthew 2. 18—23; Luke 2. 40.) 


1. When the Wise-men were departed, behold, an angel of 
the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise and take 
the young Child and His mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou 


there until I tell thee, for Herod will seek the young Child, to de- 
stroy Him. And he arose and took the young Child and His 
mother by night, and departed into Egypt; and was there until 
the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt did I call 
My Son. 

2. Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked by the Wise- 
men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the male 
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children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the borders thereof, 
from two years old and under, according to the time which he had 
exactly learned of the Wise-men. But when Herod was dead, behold, 
an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, say- 
ing, Arise and take the young Child and His mother, and go into 
the land of Israel: for they are dead that sought the young Child’s 
life. And he arose and took the young Child and His mother, 
and came into the land of Israel, and dwelt in a city called Naza- 
reth; that it might be fulfilled which was spoken through the 
prophets, that He should be called a Nazarene.—And the Child grew, 
and waxed strong, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was 
upon Him. 

Isaiah 8. 10: Take counsel together, and it shall be brought to 
nought; speak the word, and it shall not stand: for God is with us. 


Psalm 97. 10: Jehovah preserveth the souls of His saints; He de- 
livereth them out of the hand of the wicked. 


CATECHISM. 


20. What does God forbid in the Sixth Commandment?—God for- 
bids murder, also every deed, word and thought, whereby my own life 
or the life of my neighbor is shortened or embittered. 


8. JESUS IN THE TEMPLE. 


(Luke 2. 41—52.) 


1. And Jesus’ parents went every year to Jerusalem at the 
feast of the passover. And when He was twelve years old, they 
went up after the custom of the feast. And when they had ful- 
filled the days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus tarried be- 
hind in Jerusalem; and His parents knew it not; but supposing 
Him to be in the company, they went a day’s journey; and they 
sought for Him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. And 
when they found Him not, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking 
for Him. 

2. And it came to pass, after three days they found Him in 
the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both hearing them, 
and asking them questions. And all that heard Him were amazed 
at His understanding and His answers. And when they saw Him, 
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ite were astonished; and His mother said unto Him, Son, why 
hast Thou thus dealt with us? Behold, Thy father and I sought 
Thee sorrowing. And He said unto them, How is it that ye sought 
“Me? Knew ye not that I must be in My Father's house? And they 
understood not the saying which He spake unto them. And He 
went down with them, and came to Nazareth; and He was subject 
unto them: and His mother kept all these sayings in her heart.— 
And Jesus advanced in-wisdom and stature, and in favor with God 
and men. 
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Psalm 26. 8: Jehovah, I love the habitation of Thy house, and the 
place where Thy glory dwelleth. 


Colossians 3. 20: Children, obey your parents in all things, for this 
is well-pleasing in the Lord, 


CATECHISM. 
15. How is the Sabbath hallowed?—We hallow the Sabbath by rest- 
ing from worldly employment, by devoutly using God’s word in church 


and at home, and by devoting the whole Sabbath to our own and our 
neighbor’s salvation, and thereby to the honor of God. 
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9. JOHN THE BAPTIST. 


(Matthew 3. 1—12; Luke 3. 1—20.) 

1. In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius 
Pilate being governor of Judaea, the word of God came unto John 
the son of Zacharias in the wilderness. And he came into all the 
region round about the Jordan, preaching the baptism of repent- 
ance unto remission of sins, saying, Repent ye; for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand. For this is he that was spoken of through Isaiah 
the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Make ye ready the way of the Lord, make His paths straight; and 
all flesh shall see the salvation of God. (40. 3.) Now John himself 
had his raiment of camel’s hair, and a leathern girdle about his 
loins. His food was locusts-and wild honey. Then went out unto 
him Jerusalem, and all Judaea. And they were baptized of him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

2. But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadduceeés 
coming to his baptism, he said unto them, Ye offspring of vipers, 
who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth 
therefore fruit worthy of repentance. Think not to say within 
yourselves, We have Abraham to our father; for I say unto you, 
that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 
Even now the axe lieth at the root of the trees. Lvery tree there- 
fore that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into 
the fire. 

3. And the multitudes asked him, saying, What then must we 
do? He answered, He that hath two coats, let him impart to him 
that hath none; and he that hath food, let him do likewise. Then 
came also publicans to be baptized, and said, Teacher, what must 
we do? And he said unto them, Extort no more than that which 
is appointed you. And soldiers also asked him, saying, And we, 
what shall we do? He said, Extort from no man by violence 
neither accuse any one wrongfully; and be content with your 
wages.—And as the people reasoned in their hearts, whether haply 
John were the Christ; John answered, I indeed baptize you with 
water; but there cometh He that is mightier than I, the latchet of 
whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose. He shall baptize you 
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with the Holy Spirit and fire. The fan is in His hand, thoroughly 
to cleanse His threashing-floor, and to gather the wheat into His 
garner; but the chaff He will burn up with unquenchable fire. 
With many other exhortations preached he good tidings unto the 
people. 

Acts 2. 38: Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name 


of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive 


the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
CATECHISM. 


94. What is repentance?—True repentance consists in conviction of 
sin, contrition for sin, confession and renunciation of sin, and long- 
ing for grace. 

(The Pharisees were a religious sect, which particularly emphasized 
the fulfilment of the law according to the letter and as interpreted by 
the Jewish teachers of religion. They ignored and neglected the all- 
important and comprehensive requirement of the law, love and faith, 
Matth. 23. 23. They excelled in ostentatious and conspicuous religious 
demonstrations rather than in the true spirit of religion, they preferred 
the less important to matters essential. Thus it naturally followed that 
they opposed in bitterest enmity our beloved Master who demanded a 
religion in spirit and in truth, in practice and not merely in theory. 
The Sadducees, to whom belonged the rich and the aristocracy, were 
unbelievers. While they recognized the law, they denied the existence of 
angels, the immortality of the soul, the resurrection, and eternal retri- 
bution.) 


Il. THE PUBLIC MINISTRY OF JESUS 
CHRIST. 


10. JESUS BAPTIZED AND TEMPTED. 


(Matthew 3. 183—17; 4. 1—11; Mark 1. 9—13; Luke 4. 1—13.) 


1. In these days,cometh Jesus from Galilee to the Jordan 
unto John, to be baptized of him. But John would have hindered 
him, saying, I have need to be baptized of Thee, and comest Thou 
to me? But Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it now: for 
thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffereth 
Him. And Jesus, when He was baptized, went up straightway 
from the water. And lo, the heavens were opened unto Him, and 
John saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming upon 


Jesus BaprizeD AND TEMPTED. 181 


Him; and lo, « voice out of the heavens, saying, This is My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased. 


2. Then was Jesus led of the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted of the devil. And when He had fasted forty days and 
forty nights, He afterward hungered. And the tempter came and 
said unto Him, If thou art the Son of God, command that these 
stones become bread. Jesus answered, It is written, Man shall not 


live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God. Then the devil taketh Him into the holy city; and he set 
Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and saith unto Him, If Thou 
art the Son of God, cast Thyself down, for it is written, He shall 
give His angels charge concerning thee: and, on their hands they 
shall bear thee up, lest haply thou shalt dash thy foot against a 
stone. Jesus said unto him, Again it is written, Thou shalt not 
make trial °f the Lord thy God. Again, the devil taketh Him unto 
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an exceeding high mountain, and showeth Him all the kingdoms 
of the world, and the glory of them, and saith unto Him, All these 
things will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fall down and worship me. 
Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is 
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt 
thou serve-—Then the devil leaveth Him for a season; and be- 
hold, angels came and administered unto Him. 

John 3. 5: Except one be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God. 

Hebrews 4. 15: For we have not a high priest that cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities; but one that hath been in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin. . 

CATECHISM. 


126. What is Holy Baptism?—Holy Baptism is the sacrament by 
which the Triune God imparts the new life unto man. Thereby man is 
admitted into the communion of God and the whole Christian church. 


11. JESUS WINS HIS FIRST DISCIPLES. 


(John 1. 29—51.) 


1. And John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold, 
the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world! This is He 
of whom I said, After me cometh a man who is become before me: 
for He was before me. And I knew Him not; but that He should 
be made manifest to Israel, for this cause came I baptizing with 
water. He that sent me to baptize with water, He said unto me, 
Upon whomsoever thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and abid- 
ing upon Him, the same is He that baptizeth with the Holy Spirit. 
And I have seen, and have borne witness that this is the Son of 
God. 

' 2. Again on the morrow John was standing, and two of his 
disciples; and he looked upon Jesus as He walked, and saith, 
Behold, the Lamb of God! And the two disciples heard him speak, 
and they followed Jesus. And Jesus turned, and saith unto them, 
What seek ye? And they said unto Him, Rabbi, where abidest 
Thou? He saith, Come, and ye shall see. They came therefore 
and saw where He abode; and they abode with Him that day. One 
of the two was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He findeth first his 
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own brother Simon, and saith to him, We have found the Messiah. 
He brought him unto Jesus. Jesus looked upon him, and said, 
Thou art Simon the son of John: thou shalt be called Cephas 
(Peter). On the morrow Jesus findeth Philip, and-saith unto him, 
Follow Me. Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew 
and Peter. Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have 
found Him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, wrote, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. Nathanael said unto him, Can 
any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philp saith unto him, 
Come and see. Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and saith of 
him, Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile. Nathanael 
saith unto Him, Whence knowest Thou me? Jesus answered and. 
said, Before Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig’ tree, 
I saw thee. Nathanael answered, Thou art the Son of God; Thou 
art King of Israel. Jesus answered, Because I said unto thee, I 
saw thee underneath the fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt see 
greater things than these. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye shall 
see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and de- 
scending upon the Son of man. 


Matthew 16. 24: If any man would come after Me, let him deny him- 

self, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 
CATECHISM. 

92. What is meant by the calling of the Holy Spirit?—We -dis- 
tinguish between a general and a special calling. In the general call- 
ing the Holy Spirit invites all mankind to enter into the Kingdom of 
God. In the special calling the Holy Spirit brings the general calling 
so effectually to the individual person, that he,is compelled to either 
accept or reject it. 


12. THE MARRIAGE IN CANA. 
(John 2. 1—11.) 

1. And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Ga- 
lilee; and the mother of Jesus was there. And Jesus also was bid- 
den, and His disciples, to the marriage. And when the wine failed, 
the mother of Jesus saith unto Him, They have no wine. And 
Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine 
hour is not yet come. His mother saith unto the servants, What- 
soever He saith unto you, do it. 
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2. Now there were six waterpots of stone set there after the 
Jews’ manner of purifying, containing two or three firkins apiece. 
Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water. And they filled 
them up to the brim. And He saith unto them, Draw out now, and 
bear unto the ruler of the feast. And they bare it. And when the 
ruler of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and knew not 
whence it was (but the servants that had drawn the water knew), 


the ruler of the feast calfeth the bridegroom, and saith unto him, 

Every man setteth on first the good wine; and when men have 

drunk freely, then that which is worse: thou hast kept the good 

wine until now. This beginning of His signs did Jesus in Cana of 

ee and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed on 
im. 


Romans 12. 15: Rejoice with them that rejoi c 
ice; w 
that weep. J eep with them 
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CATECHISM. 

74. How do the Holy Scriptures expressly testify that Jesus Christ 
is true God?—In the Holy Scriptures Jesus Christ is expressly called 
’ God; furthermore divine attributes and works are ascribed to Him, and 
divine honor is demanded for Him. 


13. JESUS AND NICODEMUS. 
(John 3. 1—16.) 

1. There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a 
ruler of the Jews. The same came unto Him by night, and said 
to Him, Rabbi, we know that Thou art a teacher come from God; 
for no one can do these signs that Thou doest, except God be with 
him. Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except one be born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
Nicodemus saith unto Him, How can a man be born when he is 
old? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Hxcept one be 
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be 
born anew. The wind bloweth where it will, and thou hearest the 
voice thereof, but knowest not whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 

2. Nicodemus answered and said unto Him, How can these 
things be? Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou the 
teacher of Israel, and understandest not these things? Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, We speak that which we know, and bear 
witness of that which we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. 
If I told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye be- 
lieve if I tell you heavenly things? And no one hath ascended into 
heaven, but he that descended out of heaven, even the Son of man, 
who is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil- 
derness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up; that whosoever 
believeth may in Him have eternal life. For God so loved the world, 

‘that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on Him 
should not perish, but have eternal life. 

II. Corinthians 5. 17: If any man is in Christ, he is a new creature: 
.the old things are passed away; behold, they are become new. 
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CATECHISM. 
98. What is regeneration?—Regeneration is the beginning of the 
new life in man, as wrought by the triune God through baptism of 
water and the Spirit. 


14. JESUS AND THE SAMARITAN WOMAN. 
_ (John 4, 1—43.) 

1. And Jesus left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee. 
And He must needs pass through Samaria. So He cometh to a 
city of Samaria, called Sychar, and Jacob’s well was there. Jesus 
therefore, being wearied with His journey, sat thus by the well. 
There cometh a woman of Samaria, to draw water. Jesus saith 
unto her, Give Me to drink. For His disciples were gone away into 
the city to buy food. The Samaritan woman therefore saith unto - 
Him, How is it that Thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, who 
am a Samaritan woman? (For Jews have no dealings with Sama- 
ritans.) Jesus answered, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who 
it is that saith to thee, Give Me to drink; thou wouldest have asked 
of Him, and He would have given thee living water. The woman 
saith unto Him, Sir, Thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well 
is deep: whence then hast Thou that living water? Art Thou 
greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank 
thereof himself, and his sons, and his cattle? Jesus answered, 
Everyone that drinketh of this water shall thirst again: but whoso- 
ever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst. 
The woman saith unto Him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst 
not, neither come all the way hither to draw. Jesus saith unto her, 
Go, call thy husband, and come hither. The woman answered and 
said, I have no husband. Jesus saith unto her, Thou saidst well, 
I have no husband: for thou hast had five husbands; and he whom 
thou now hast is not thy husband. 

2. The woman saith unto Him, Sir, I perceive that Thou art 
a prophet. Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, 
that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. Jesus 
saith unto her, Woman, believe Me, the hour cometh, when neither 
in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, shall ye worship the Father. 
Ye worship that which ye know not: we worship that which we 
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know; for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour cometh, and 
now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit 
and truth: for such doth the Father seek to be His worshippers. 
God 1s a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship in spirit 
and truth. The woman saith unto Him, I know that Messiah 
cometh (He that is called Christ): when He is come, He will declare 
unto us all things. Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee | 
am He. 


3. And upon this came His disciples. And the woman left \ 
her water-pot, and went away into the city, and saith to the people, 
Come, see a man, who told me all things that I ever did: can this 
be the Christ? They went out of the city, and were coming to 
Him. In the mean while the disciples prayed Him, saying, Rabbi, 
eat. But He said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know not. 
My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to accomplish His 
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work. And the Samaritans besought Him to abide with them: and 
He abode there two days. And the people said to the woman, Now 
we believe, not because of thy speaking: for we have heard for our- 
selves, and know that this is indeed the Saviour of the world. And 
after the two days He went forth from thence into Galilee. 

Psalm 42. 1, 2: As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so 


panteth my soul after Thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the 
living God. 


John 10. 16: And other’sheep I have, which are not of this fold: 
them also I must bring, and they shall hear My voice; and they shall 
become one flock, one shepherd. 

CATECHISM. 


116. What do we pray for in the petition: “Hallowed be Thy 
name?’’—God’s name is indeed holy in itself, but we pray in this peti- 
tion that it may he holy among us also. This is done when the Word 
of God is taught in its truth and purity, and we as the children of God 
also lead a holy life in accordance with it. To this help us dear Father 
in heaven! 


15. The Nobleman. Jesus in Nazareth. 
A Miraculous Draught of Fishes. 


The Twelve Apostles. 


(John 4, 46—53; Luke 4. 16—31; 5. 1—11; Matthew 9. 9—13; 
Luke 6. 12—16.) 


1. And Jesus came again unto Cana of Galilee, where He 
made the water wine. And there was a certain nobleman, whose 
son was sick at Capernaum. When he heard that Jesus was come 
out of Judaea into Galilee, he went unto Him, and besought Him 
that He would come down, and heal his son; for he was at the 
point of death. Jesus therefore said unto him, Except ye see signs 
and wonders, ye will in no wise believe. The nobleman saith unto 
Him, Sir, come down ere my child die. Jesus saith unto him, Go 
thy way; thy son liveth. The man believed the word that Jesus 
spake unto him, and he went his way. And as he was now going 
down, his servants met him, saying, that his son lived. So he in- 
quired of them the hour when he began to amend. They said 
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therefore unto him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left 
him. So the father knew that it was at that hour in which Jesus 
said unto him, Thy son liveth: and himself believed, and his whole 
house. 


2. And Jesus came to Nazareth where He had been brought 
up: and He entered, as His custom was, into the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, and stood up to read. And there was delivered unto 
Him the book of the prophet Isaiah. And He opened the book, 
and found the place where it was written (Isaiah 61), The Spirit 
of the Lord is unpon Me, because He anointed Me to preach good 
tidings to the poor: He hath sent Me to proclaim release to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. 
And He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant, and 
sat down: and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fastened on 
Him. And He began to say unto them, To-day hath this scripture 
been fulfilled in your ears. And all bare Him witness, and won- 
dered at the words of grace which proceeded out of His mouth: 
and they said, Is not this Joseph’s son? And He said unto them, 
Doubtless ye will say unto Me this parable, Physician, heal thyself: 
whatsoever we have heard done at Capernaum, do also here in 
thine own country. And He said, Verily I say unto you, No pro- 
phet is acceptable in his own country. But of a truth I say unto 
you, There were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when 
the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when there 
came a great famine over all the land; and unto none of them was 
Elijah sent, but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, unto a 
woman that was a widow. And there were many lepers in Israel in 
the time of Elisha the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, but 
only Naaman the Syrian. And they were all filled with wrath in 
the synagogue, as they heard these things; and they rose-up, and 
cast Him forth. out of the city, and led Him unto the brow of the 
hill whereon the city was built, that they might throw Him down 
headlong. But He passing through the midst of them went His 
way. And He came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and 
taught them. 
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3. Now it came to pass, while the multitude pressed upon 
Him and heard the word of God, that He was standing by the lake 
of Gennesaret ; and He saw two boats standing by the lake: but the 
fishermen had gone out of them, and were washing their nets. 
And He entered into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and 
asked him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and 
taught the multitudes out of the boat. And when He had left 
speaking, He said unto Simon, Put out into the deep, and let down 
your nets for a draught. And Simon answered and said, Master. 
we toiled all night, and took nothing: but at Thy word I will let 
down the nets. And when they had done this, they inclosed a great 
multitude of fishes; and their nets were breaking; and they beck- 
oned unto their partners in the other boat, that they should come © 
and help them. And they came, and filled both the boats, so that 
they began to sink. But Simon Peter, when he saw it, fell down 
at Jesus’ feet, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, 
O Lord. For he was amazed, and all that were with him, at the 
draught of the fishes which they had taken; and so were also James 
and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And 
Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch 
men. And when they had brought their boats to land, they left 
"all, and followed Him. 

4, And as Jesus passed by, He saw a man, called Matthew, 
sitting at the place of toll: and He saith unto him, Follow Me. 
And when Jesus sat at meat in the house of Matthew, behold, 
many publicans and sinners came and sat down with Him and His 
disciples. And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto His dis- 
ciples, Why eateth your Teacher with the publicans and sinners? 
But when He heard it, He said, They that are whole have no need of 
a physician, but they that are sick. I came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners. 

5. And it eame to pass in these days, that He went out into 
the mountain to pray; and He continued all night in prayer to 
God. And when it was day, He called His disciples; and He chose 
from them twelve, whom also He named apostles: Simon, whom 
He also named Peter, and Andrew his brother, and James and 
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John, and Philip and Bartholomew, and Matthew and Thomas, 
and James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon who was called the 
Zealot, and Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who be- 
came a traitor. 

II. Thessalonians 3. 2: All have not faith. 


II. Corinthians 6. 2: Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, 
now is the day of salvation. 


Hebrews 10. 35: Cast not away therefore your boldness, which hath 
great recompense of reward. 


John 15. 16: Ye did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed 
you, that ye should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should abide. 
CATECHISM. 

95. What is faith?—Faith is the firm confidence with which the 
sinner accepts and retains the grace of God in Christ. 


16. THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT. 
(Matthew 5—7; Luke 6.) 

1. And there followed Him great multitudes from Galilee and 
Jerusalem and Judaea and from beyond the Jordan. And seeing 
the multitudes, He went up into the mountain: and when He had | 
sat down, His disciples came unto Him: and He opened His mouth 
and taught them, saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall 
be comforted. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they 
shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. Blessed are the 
peacemakers: for they shall be called sons of God. Blessed are they 
that have been persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye when men shall reproach you, 
and persecute you, and say all manner of evil against you falsely, 
for My sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your re- 
ward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets that were 
before you. 

2. Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them that despitefully use you, 
and persecute you; that ye may be sons of your Father, which is 
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in heaven: for He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and the good, 
and sendeth rain on the just and the unjust. Ye therefore shall be 
perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

3. Take heed that ye do not your righteousness before men, 
to be seen of them: else ye have no reward with your Father who 
is in heaven. When therefore thou doest alms, let not thy left 
hand know what thy right hand doeth: that thine alms may be in 
secret: and thy Father who seeth in secret shall recompense thee. 


4, And when ye pray, ye shall not be as the hypocrites: for 
they pray, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, 
they have received their reward. But thou, when thou prayest, 
enter into thine inner chamber, and having shut thy door, pray 
to thy Father who is in secret, and thy Father who seeth in secret 
shall recompense thee. And in praying use not vain repetitions, 
as the Gentiles do; for they think that they shall be heard for their 
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much speaking. Your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, 
before ye ask Him. After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father 
who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done, as in heaven, so on earth. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And bring us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 
Amen. 

5. Be not anxious for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye 
shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not 
the life more than the food, and the body than the raiment? Be- 
hold the birds of the heaven, that they sow not, neither do they 
reap, nor gather into barns; and your heavenly Father feedeth 
them. Are not ye of much more value than they? And why are 
ye anxious concerning raiment? Consider the liles of the field, 
how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: yet I say unto 
you, that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 
these. But if God doth so clothe the grass of the field, which to- 
day is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall He not much 
more clothe you, O ye of little faith? Be not therefore anxious, 
saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Where- 
withal shall we be clothed? For after all these things do the 
Gentiles seek; for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
need of all these things. But seek ye first His kingdom, and His 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 

6. Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you: for every one that asketh 
receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh 
it shall be opened. All things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do unto you, even so do ye also unto them: for this is the 
law and the prophets. Enter ye in by the narrow gate: for wide is 
the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and 
many are they that enter in thereby. For narrow is the gate, and 
straitened the way, that leadeth unto life, and few are they that 
find it. Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of My 
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Father who is in heaven. And it came to pass, when Jesus had 
finished these words, the multitudes were astonished at His 
teaching: for He taught them as one having authority, and not 
as their scribes. 

John 6. 63: The words that I have spoken unto you are spirit, and 


are life. 
CATECHISM. 


4. What are the contents of the Holy Scriptures?—The contents of 
the Holy Scriptures are the law and the gospel. 


17. THE LEPER. THE CENTURION AT CA- 
PERNAUM. JESUS STILLS THE TEMPEST. 
THE MAN SICK OF THE PALSY. 


(Matthew 8. 1—13; Luke 7. 1—10; Matthew 8. 23—27; 9. 1—8; Mark 2. 
1—12; Luke 5. 17—26.) i‘ 

1. And when He was come down from the mountain, great 
multitudes followed Him. And behold, there came to Him a leper 
and worshipped Him, saying, Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst 
make me clean. And He stretched forth His hand, and touched 
him, saying, I will; be thou made clean. And straightway his 
leprosy was cleansed. And Jesus saith unto him, See thou tell no 
man; but go, show thyself to the priest, and offer the gift that 
Moses commanded for a testimony unto them. 

2. And Jesus entered into Capernaum. And a certain cen- 
turion’s servant, who was dear unto him, was sick and at the point 
of death. And when he heard concerning Jesus, he sent unto Him 
elders of the Jews, asking Him that He would come and save his 
servant. And they, when they came to Jesus, besought Him 
earnestly, saying, He is worthy that Thou shouldest do this for 
him; for he loveth our nation, and himself built us our synagogue. 
And Jesus went with them. And when He was now not far from 
the house, the centurion came to Him and said, Lord trouble not 
Thyself: for I am not worthy that Thou shouldest come under my 
roof: wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto 
Thee: but say the word, and my servant shall be healed. For I 
also am a man set under authority, having under myself soldiers: 
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and I say to this one, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and 
he cometh; and to my servant, Do this and he doeth it. 

3. And when Jesus heard these things, He marvelled at him, 
and turned and said unto the multitude that followed Him, I say 
unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. And I 
say unto you, that many shall come from the east and the west, 
and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the 
kingdom of heaven: but the sons of the kingdom shall be cast 
forth into the outer darkness: there shall be the weeping and the 
gnashing of teeth. And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy 
way; as thou hast believed, so be it done unto-thee. And the serv- 
ant was healed in that hour. 

4, And when Jesus was entered into a boat, His disciples fol- 
lowed Him. And behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, 
insomuch that the boat was covered with the waves: but He was 
asleep. And they came to Him, and awoke Him, saying, Save, Lord; 
we perish. And He saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of 
little faith? ‘Then He arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; 
and there was a great calm. And the men marvelled, saying, What 
manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him? 

5. And Jesus entered into a boat, and crossed over, and came 
into His own city (Capernaum). And it was noised that He was 
in the house. And many were gathered together, so that there was 
no longer room for them, no, not even about the door: and He 
spake the word unto them, and the power of the Lord was with. 
Him to heal. And behold, four men bring on a bed a man that 
was palsied. And when they could not come nigh unto Him for 
the crowd, they went up to the housetop, and uncovered the roof 
where He was and let the couch down into the midst before Jesus. 
And Jesus seeing their faith, said unto the sick of the palsy, Son 
be of good cheer; thy sins are forgiven. And behold, certain of the 
scribes and the Pharisees said within themselves, This man blas- 
phemeth: who can forgive sins but one, even God? And Jesus 
perceiving their reasonings, said unto them, Wherefore think ye 
evil in your hearts? For which is easier to say, Thy sins are for- 
given or to say, Arise, and walk? But that ye may know that the 
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Son of man hath authority on earth to forgive sins (then saith He 
to the sick of the palsy), Arise, and take up thy bed, and go unto 
thy house. And he arose, and straightway took up the bed, and 
went forth before them all, glorifying God. And they were all 
amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion. 

Hebrews 11. 1: Now faith is assurance of things hoped for, a con- 
viction of things not seen. 


Matthew 28. 18: All-authority hath been given unto Me in heaven 


and on earth. 
CATECHISM. 


95. What is faith?—Faith is the firm confidence with which the sin- 
ner accepts and retains the grace of God in Christ. 


18. THE WIDOW’S SON AT NAIN. THE 
WOMAN WHO WAS A SINNER. 


(Luke 7. 11—17; 36—50.) 

1. And it came to pass soon afterwards, that He went to a 
city called Nain; and His disciples went with Him, and a great 
multitude. Now when He drew near to the gate of the city, 
behold, there was carried out one that was dead, the only son of 
his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was 
with her. And when the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her, 
and said unto her, Weep not. And He came nigh and touched the 
bier: and the bearers stood still. And He said, Young man, I say 
unto thee, Arise. And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. 
And He gave him to his mother. And fear took hold on all: and 
they glorified God, saying, A great prophet is arisen among us: 
and God hath visited His people. And this report went forth con- 
cerning Him in the whole of Judaea, and all the region round 
about. 


2. And one of the Pharisees desired Him that He would eat 
with him. And He entered into the Pharisee’s house, and sat down 
to meat. And behold, a woman who was in the city, a sinner; 
and when she knew that He was sitting at meat in the Pharisee’s 
house, she brought an alabaster cruse of ointment, and standing 
behind at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her ° 
tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head, and kissed His ~ 
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feet, and anointed them with the ointment. Now when the Phari- 
see that had bidden Him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, 
This man, if he were a prophet, would have perceived who and 
what manner of woman this is that touched Him, that she is a 
sinner. And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have some- 
what to say unto thee. And he saith, Teacher, say on. A certain 
lender had two debtors: the one owed five hundred shillings, and 


the other fifty. When they had not wherewith to pay, he forgave 
them both. Which of them therefore will love him most? Simon 
answered and said, He, I suppose, to whom he forgave the most. 
And He said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged. And turning to 
the woman, He said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered 
into thy house, thou gavest Me no water for My feet: but she hath 
wetted My feet with her tears, and wiped them with her hair. 
Thou gavest Me no kiss: but she since the time I came in, hath 
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not ceased to kiss My feet. My head with oil thou didst net 
anoint:-but she hath anointed My feet with ointment. Wherefore 
I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she 
loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. 
And He said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. And they that sat at 
meat with Him began to say within themselves, Who is this that 
even forgiveth sins? And He said unto the woman, Thy faith hath 
saved thee; go in peace. 

Psalm 90. 12: So teach us to number our days, that we may get us 
a heart of wisdom. 

Psalm 32. 1: Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose 


sin is covered. 
CATECHISM. 


109. What do we confess with the words: “I believe in the forgive- 
ness of sins?”—The forgiveness of sins is offered in Christ to all man- 
kind, so that through the Holy Ghost every person of every time can 
and may have part therein, according to the will of God. 


19. JESUS AT THE POOL OF BETHESDA. 
(John 5.) ; 

1. After these things there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in Jerusalem a pool, which is 
called in Hebrew Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a multi- 
tude of them that were sick, blind, halt, withered, waiting for the 
moving of the water: for an angel of the Lord went down at certain 
seasons into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first 
after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole, with 
whatsoever disease he was holden. And a certain man was there, 
who had been thirty and eight years in his infirmity. When Jesus 
saw him lying, and knew that he had been now a long time in that 
case, He saith unto him, Wouldest thou be made whole? The sick 
man answered Him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is trou- 
bled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another step- 
peth down before me. Jesus saith unto him, Arise, take up thy 
bed, and walk. And straightway the man was made whole, and 
took up his bed and walked. 

%. Now it was the sabbath on that day. So the Jews said unto 
him that was cured, It is the sabbath, and it is not lawful for thee 
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to take up thy bed. But he answered them, He that made me 
whole, the same said unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk. They 
asked him, Who is this man? But he that was healed knew not 
who it was; for Jesus had conveyed Himself away, a multitude 
being in the place. Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, 
and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, 
lest a worse thing befall thee. The man went away, and told the 
Jews that it was Jesus who had made him whole. And for this 
cause the Jews persecuted Jesus, because He did these things on 
the sabbath. But Jesus answered them, My father worketh even 
until now, and I work. 

3. For this cause therefore the Jews sought the more to kill 
Him, because He not only brake the sabbath, but also called God 
His own Father, making Himself equal with God. Jesus therefore 
answered and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The 
Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He seeth the Father 
doing: for what things soever He doeth, these the Son also doeth 
in like manner. For the Father loveth the Son, and showeth Him 
all things that Himself doeth: and greater works than these will He 
show Him, that ye may marvel. For as the Father raiseth the 
dead and giveth them life, even so the Son also giveth life to whom 
He will. For neither doth the Father judge any man, but He hath 
given all judgment unto the Son; that all may honor the Son, even 
as they honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son honoreth 
not the Father that sent Him. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He 
that heareth My word, and believeth Him that sent Me, hath 
eternal life, and cometh not into judgment, but hath passed out of 
death into life. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour cometh, 
and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; 
and they that hear shall live. For as the Father hath life in Him- 
self, even so gave He to the Son also to have life in Himself: and 
He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is a son 
of man. Marvel not at this: for the hour cometh, in which all that 
are in the tombs shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; they 
that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of judgment. Ye search the 
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scriptures, because ye think that in them ye have eternal life; and 
these are they which bear witness of Me. 

John 9. 4: We must work the works of Him that sent Me, while it 
is day: the night cometh, when no man can work. 

CATECHISM. 

74, How do the Holy Scriptures expressly testify that Jesus Christ 
is true God?—In the Holy Scriptures Jesus Christ is expressly called 
God; furthermore divine attributes and works are ascribed to Him, and 
divine honor is demanded for Him. 


20. JAIRUS’ DAUGHTER RAISED FROM THE 
DEAD. THE SICK WOMAN HEALED. 


(Matthew 9. 9—26; Mark 5. 22—43; Luke 8. 41—56.) 


1. And there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, 
Jairus by name; and seeing Him, he falleth at His feet, and be- 
seecheth Him much, saying, My little daughter is at the point of 
death: I pray Thee, that Thou come and lay Thy hands on her, 
that she may be made whole, and live. And Jesus arose, and fol- 
lowed him, and so did His disciples. And behold, a woman, having 
an issue of blood twelve years, who had spent all her living upon 
physicians, and could not be healed of any, came behind Him,,and 
touched the border of His garment: for she said within herself, [f 
I may but touch the garment, I shall be whole. And straightway 
she was healed of her plague. And Jesus said, Who is it that 
touched Me? And His disciples said unto Him, Master, the multi- 
tudes press Thee and crush Thee, and Thou sayest, Who touched 
Me? But Jesus said, Some one did touch Me; for I perceived that 
power had gone forth from Me. And when the woman saw that 
she was not hid, she came trembling, and falling down before Him 
declared in the presence of all the people for what cause she 
touched Him, and how she was healed immediately. And He said 
unto her, Daughter, be of good cheer, thy faith hath made thee 
whole; go in peace. 

2. While He yet spake, there cometh one from the ruler of the 
synagogue’s house, saying, Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the 
Teacher. But Jesus hearing it, answered Him, Fear not: only 
believe. And when He came into the ruler’s house, and saw the 
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flute-players, and the crowd making a tumult, He said, Give place: 
for the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed Him 
to scorn. But He, having put them all forth, taketh the father of 
the child and her ‘mother, and Peter, and James, and John, and 
goeth in where the child was. And taking the child by the hand, 
He saith unto her, Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreted, 
Damsel, I say unto thee, Arise. And straightway the damsel rose 


up, and walked. And He commanded that something should be 
given her to eat. And they were amazed with a great amazement, 
and the fame hereof went abroad into all that land. 

John 5. 21: For as the Father raiseth the dead and giveth them life, 
eyen so the Son also giveth life to whom He will. 

CATECHISM. 

110. What do we understand by: “The resurrection of the body?”— 
On the last day Christ will raise up all the dead,—the righteous to 
eternal life, the unrighteous to everlasting punishment. 


202 
21. THE DEATH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 


(Matthew 11. 2—6; Luke 7. 18—23; Matthew 14. 1—12; Mark 6. 14—29.) 


1. Herod the tetrach had laid hold on John, and bound him, 
and put him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's 
wife; for he had married her. For John said unto him, It is not 
lawful for thee to have her. And Herodias set herself against him, 
and desired to kill him; and she could not; for Herod feared John, 
knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and kept him safe. 
And when he heard him, he was much perplexed; and he heard 
him gladly—Now when John had heard in the prison the works 
of Christ, he sent two of his disciples, and said unto Him, Art 
thou He that should come, or do we look for another? Jesus an- 
swered and said unto them, Go and show John again those things 
which ye do hear and see: The blind receive their sight, and the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are 
raised up, and the poor have good tidings preached to them. And 
blessed is he, whosoever shall find no occasion of stumbling in Me. 

2. And when a convenient day was come, that Herod on his 
birthday made a supper to his lords, and the high captains, and the 
chief men of Galilee; and when the daughter of Herodias herself 
came in and danced, she pleased Herod and them that sat at meat 
with him. And the king said unto the damsel, Ask of me whatso- 
ever thou wilt, and I will give it thee. And he sware unto her, 
Whatsoever thou shalt ask of me, I will give it thee, unto the half 
of my kingdom. And she went out, and said unto her mother, 
What shall I ask? And she said, The head of John the Baptizer. 
And she came in straightway with haste unto the king, and asked, 
. saying, I will that thou forthwith give me on a platter the head of 
John the Baptist. And the king was exceeding sorry; but for the 
sake of his oaths, and of them that sat at meat, he would not reject 
her. And straightway the king sent forth a soldier of his guard, 
and commanded to bring his head: and he went and beheaded him 
in the prison and brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the 
damsel; and the damsel gave it to her mother. And when his dis- 
ciples heard thereof, they came and took up his corpse, and laid it 
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in a tomb.—And when Herod heard the report concerning Jesus, 
he said unto his servants, This is John the Baptist; he is risen 
from the dead; and therefore do these powers work in him. 
Matthew 5. 10: Blessed are they that have been persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Revelation 2. 10: Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee 


the crown of life. 
CATECHISM. 


32. The Tenth Commandment.—Thou shalt not covet thy neigh- 
bor’s house; thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his man- 
servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything 
that is thy neighbor’s. 


22. FEEDING 5000 MEN. JESUS ON 
THE SEA. 
(John 6. 1—15; Matthew 14. 28—34.) 

1. After these things Jesus went away to the other side of the 
sea of Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias. And a great multitude 
followed Him, because they beheld the signs which He did on them 
that were sick. And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there 
He sat with His disciples. Now the passover, the feast of the Jews, 
was at hand. Jesus therefore lifting up His eyes, and seeing that 
a great multitude cometh unto Him, saith unto Philip, Whence are 
we to buy bread, that these may eat? And this He said to prove 
him: for He Himself knew what He would do. Philip answered 
Him, Two hundred shillings’ worth of bread is not sufficient for 
them, that every one may take a little. One of His disciples, An- 
drew, Simon Peter’s brother, saith unto Him, There is a lad here, 
who hath five barley loaves, and two fishes: but what are these 
among so many? Jesus said, Make the people sit down. Now 
there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in num- 
ber about five thousand. Jesus therefore took the loaves; and hav- 
ing given thanks, He distributed to them that were set down; like- 
wise also of the fishes as much as they would. And when they were 
filled, He saith unto His disciples, Gather up the broken pieces 
which remain over, that nothing be lost. So they gathered them 
up, and filled twelve baskets with broken pieces from the five bar- 
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ley loaves, which remained over unto them that had eaten. When 
therefore the people saw the sign which He did, they said, This is 
of a truth the prophet that cometh into the world. 

2. Jesus therefore perceiving that they were about to come 
and take Him by force, to make Him king, withdrew again into the 
mountain to pray, Himself alone. And when evening came, His 
disciples went down unto the sea, and entered into a boat and were 


going over the sea unto Capernaum. And it was now dark, and 
Jesus had not yet come to them. But the boat was now in the 
midst of the sea, distressed by the waves; for the wind was con- 
trary. And in the fourth watch of the night He came unto them, 
walking upon the sea. And when the disciples saw Him walking © 
on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a ghost; and they cried 
out for fear. But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be 
of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid. And Peter answered Him 
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and said, Lord, if it be Thou, bid me come unto Thee upon the 
waters. And He said, Come. And Peter went down from the boat, 
and walked upon the waters to come to Jesus. But when he saw 
the wind, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried out, say- 
ing, Lord, save me. And immediately Jesus stretched forth His 
hand, and took hold of him, and saith unto him, O thou of little 
faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? And when they were gone up 
into the boat, the wind ceased. And they that were in the boat 
worshipped Him, saying, Of a truth Thou art the Son of God. And 
when they had crossed over, they came to the land unto Genne- 
saret. 


Psalm 145. 15, 16: The eyes of all wait for Thee; and Thou givest 
them their food in due season. Thou openest Thy hand, and satisfiest 
the desire of every living thing. 


Psalm 118. 1: Oh give thanks unto Jehovah; for He is good; for 
His lovingkindness endureth for ever. 


CATECHISM. 


119. What do we pray for in the petition: “Give us this day our 
daily bread?’—God indeed gives daily bread without our prayer, even 
to all the wicked, but we pray in this petition that He would lead us 
to know this, and enable us to receive with thanksgiving what we daily 
need for body and soul. 


23. THE WOMAN OF CANAAN. THE HEAL= 
ING OF THE DEAF AND DUMB MAN. 


(Matthew 15. 21—28; Mark 7. 31—7.) 


1. And Jesus withdrew into the parts of Tyre and Sidon. 
And behold, a Canaanitish woman came out from those borders, 
and cried, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, Thou Son of David; 
my daughter is grievously vexed with a demon. But he answered 
her not a word. And His disciples came and besought Him, say- 
ing, Send her away; for she crieth after us. But He answered and 
said, I was not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
But she came and worshipped Him, saying, Lord help me. And 
He answered and said, It is not meet to take the children’s bread 
and cast it to the dogs. But she said, Yea, Lord: for even the 
dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their master’s table. Then 
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Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: 
be it done unto thee even as thou wilt, And her daughter was 
healed from that hour. 

2, And again He went out from the borders of Tyre, and 
came through Sidon unto the sea of Galilee, through the midst 
of the borders of Decapolis. And they bring unto Him one that 
was deaf, and had an-impediment in his speech; and they beseech 
Him to lay His hand upon him. And He took him aside from the 
multitude privately, and put His fingers into his ears, and He spat 
and touched his tongue; and looking up to heaven, He sighed, and 
saith, unto him E'phphatha, that is, Be opened. And his ears were 
opened, and the bond of his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain. 
And He charged them that they should tell no man: but the more 
He charged them, so much the more a great deal they published it. 
And they were beyond measure astonished, saying, He hath done all 
things well; He maketh even the deaf to hear, and the dumb to 
speak. 

James 5. 16: The supplication of a righteous man availeth much in 
its working. 

Psalm 50. 15: And call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver 
thee, and thou shalt glorify Me. 


CATECHISM. 


13. What does God require in the Third Commandment?—God re- 
quires that we call upon His holy name in all our needs, and worship 
Him with prayer, praise and thanksgiving. 


24. PARABLES OF JESUS CHRIST. 


I. THE SOWER. 
(Luke 8. 4—15.) 

When a great multitude came together, and they of every city 
resorted unto Him, He spake by a parable: The sower went forth to 
sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell by the way side; and it was 
trodden under foot, and the birds of the heaven devoured it. And 
other fell on the rock ; and as soon as it grew, it withered away, 
because it had no moisture. And other fell amidst the thorns ; and 
the thorns grew with it, and choked it. And other fell into the 
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good ground, and grew, and brought forth fruit a 3undredfold. 
As He said these things He cried, He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear. And His disciples asked Him what this parable might 
be. And He said: The seed is the word of God. And those by the 
way side are they that have heard; then cometh the devil, and 
taketh away the word from their heart, that they may not believe 
and be saved. And those on the rock are they who, when they 
have heard, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who 
for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. And that 
which fell among the thorns, these are they that have heard, and 
as they go on their way they are choked with cares and riches and 
pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. And that 
in the good ground, these are such as in an honest and good heart, 
having heard the word, hold it fast, and bring forth fruit with 
patience. 

James 1. 21, 22: Receive with meekness the implanted word, which 


is able to save your souls. But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deluding your own selves. 


TT TARES. 
(Matthew 13. 24—30 and 36—43.) 


Another parable set He before them, saying, The kingdom of 
heaven is likened unto a man that sowed good seed in his field: but 
while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares also among the 
wheat, and went away. But when the blade sprang up and brought 
forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. And the servants of the 
householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst thou not sow good 
seed in thy field? whence then hath it tares? And he said unto 
them. An enemy hath done this. And the servants say unto him, 
Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? But he saith, 
Nay; lest haply while ye gather up the tares, ye root up the wheat 
with them. Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the 
time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather up first the 
tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them; but gather the 
wheat into my barn. Then He left the multitudes, and went into 
the house: and His disciples came unto Him. saving, Hxplain unto 
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us the parable of the tares of the field. And He answered and said, 
He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; and the field is 
the world; and the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom: 
and the tares are the sons of the evil one: and the enemy that 
sowed them is the devil: and the harvest is the end of the world; 
and the reapers are angels. As therefore the tares are gathered up 
and burned with fire;-so shall it be in the end of the world. The 
Son of man shall send forth His angels, and they shall gather out 
of His kingdom all things that cause stumbling, and them that do 
iniquity, and shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall 
be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth. Then shall the right- 
eous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He 


that hath ears, let him hear. 

I. Corinthians 4. 5: Judge nothing before the time, until the Lord 
come, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and 
make manifest the counsels of the hearts; and then shall each man have 
his praise from God. 


II. THE MUSTARD SEED AND THE LEAVEN. 
(Matthew 13. 31—33.) 

Another parable set He before them, saying, The kingdom of 
heaven is like unto a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and 
sowed in his field: which indeed is less than all seeds; but when it 
is grown, it is greater than the herbs, and becometh a tree, so that 
the birds of the heaven come and lodge in the branches thereof.— 
Another parable spake He unto them; The kingdom of heaven is 
like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures 
of meal, till it was all leavened. 


IV. THE HIDDEN TREASURE AND THE PEARL. 
(Matthew 13. 44—46.) 

The kingdom of heaven is like unto a treasure hidden in the 
field; which a man found, and hid; and in his joy he goeth and 
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field—Again, the king- 
dom of heaven is like unto a man that is a merchant seeking goodly 


pearls: and having found one pearl of great price, he went and sold 
all that he had, and bought it. 
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Vv. THE GREAT SUPPER. 
(Luke 14. 16—24.) 

Jesus said, A certain man made a great supper; and he bade 
many: and he sent forth his servant at supper time to say to them 
that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready. And they 
all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto 
him, I have bought a field, and I must needs go out and see it; 
I pray thee have me excused. And another said, I have bought 
five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them; I pray thee have me 
excused. And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore 
I cannot come. And the servant came, and told his lord these 
things. Then the master of the house being angry said to his 
servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and 
bring in hither the poor and maimed and blind and lame. And 
the servant said, Lord, what thou didst command is done, and yet 
there is room. And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into 
the highways and hedges, and constrain them to come in, that 
my house may be filled. For I say unto you, that none of those 
men that were bidden shall taste of my supper. 

Psalm 95. 7, 8: To-day, oh that ye would hear His voice! Harden 
not your heart. 

VI. THE WEDDING GARMENT. 
(Matthew 22. 1—14.) 

And Jesus spake again in parables unto them, saying, The 
kingdom of heaven is likened unto a certain king, who made a mar- 
riage feast for his son, and sent forth his servants to call them that 
were bidden to the marriage feast: and they would not come. 
Again he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them that are 
bidden, Behold, I have made ready my dinner; my oxen and my 
fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come to the marriage 
feast. But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to 
his farm, another to his merchandise; and the rest laid hold on 
his servants, and treated them shamefully, and killed them. But 
the king was wroth; and he sent his armies, and destroyed those 
murderers, and burned their city. Then saith he to his servants, 
The wedding is ready, but they that were bidden were not worthy. 
Go ye therefore unto the partines of the highways, and as many 
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as ye shall find, bid to the marriage feast. And those servants 
went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as 
they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was filled with 
guests. But when the king came in to behold the guests, he saw 
there a man who had not on a wedding-garment: and he saith un- 
to him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding- 
garment? And he was speechless. Then the king said to the 
servants, Bind him hand and foot, and cast him out into the 
outer darkness; there shall be the weeping and the gnashing of 
teeth. For many are called, but few chosen. 


Ephesians 8. 9: By grace have ye been saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of works, that no man 
should glory. 


VII. THE LOST SHEEP. THE LOST PIECE OF SILVER. 
(Luke 15. 1—10.) 

Now all the publicans and sinners were drawing near unto 
Him to hear Him. And both the Pharisees and the scribes 
murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with . 
them. And He spake unto them this parable, saying, What man 
of you, having a hundred sheep, and having lost one of them, doth 
not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that 
which is lost, until he find it? And when he hath found it, he 
layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he cometh home, 
he calleth together his friends and his neighbors, saying unto them, 
Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost. I say 
unto you, that even so there shall be joy in heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine righteous persons, 
who need no repentance. 

Or what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one 
piece, doth not light a lamp, and sweep the house, and seek dili- 
gently until she find it? And when she hath found it, she calleth 
together her friends and neighbors, saying, Rejoice with me, for I 
have found the piece which I had lost. Even so, I say unto you, 
there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
that repenteth. 


I. Timothy 2. 4: God would have all men to be saved, and come to. 
the knowledge ot the truth. 
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VIII. THE PRODIGAL SON. 
(Luke 15. 11—32.) 


And Jesus said, A certain man had two sons: and the younger 
of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of thy sub- 
stance that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living. 
And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together 
and took his journey into a far country; and there he wasted his 


a 


eat: 


substance with riotous living. And when he had spent all, there 
arose a mighty famine in that country; and he began to be in want. 
And he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that coun- 
try; and he sent him unto his fields to feed swine. And he would 
fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and 
no man gave unto him. But when he came to himself he said, How 
many hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and to 
spare, and I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my 
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father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and in thy sight: I am no more worthy to be called thy son: 
make me as one of thy hired servants. And he rose, and came to 
his father. But while he was yet afar off, his father saw him, and © 
was moved with compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and 
kissed him. And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and in thy sight: I am no more worthy to be called 
thy son. But the father said to his servants, Bring forth quickly 
the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and 
shoes on his feet: and bring the fatted calf, and kill it, and let us 
eat, and make merry: for this my son was dead, and is alive again; 
he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. 

Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew 
nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called to 
him one of the servants, and inquired what these things might be. 
And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath 
killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound.- 
But he was angry, and would not go in: and his father came out, 
and entreated him. But he answered and said to his father, Lo, 
these many years do I serve thee, and I never transgressed a com- 
mandment of thine; and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I 
might make merry with my friends: but when this thy son came, 
who hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou killedst for him 
the fatted calf. And he said unto him, Son thou art ever with me, 
and all that is mine is thine. But it was meet to make merry and 
be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was 
lost, and is found. 


I, Timothy 1. 15: Faithful is the saying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 


IX. THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 
(John 10.) 

Jesus said, I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd layeth 
down his life for the sheep. He that is a hireling, and not a shep- 
herd, whose own the sheep are not, beholdeth the wolf coming, and 
leaveth the sheep, and fleeth, and the wolf snatcheth them, and 
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scattereth them: he fleeth because he is a hireling, and careth not 
for the sheep. J am the good shepherd; and I know Mine own, and 
Mine own know Me, even as the Father knoweth Me, and I know the 
Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. And other sheep I 
have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shail 
hear My voice; and they shall become one flock, one shepherd. My 
sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me: and 1 
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, and no one 
shall snatch them out of My hand. 


Psalm 23. 1—3: Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. He 
maketh me to lie down in green pastures; He leadeth me beside still 
waters. He restoreth my soul: He guideth me in the paths of righteous- 
ness for His name’s sake. 


X. THE LABORERS IN THE VINEYARD. 
(Matthew 20. 1—16.) 

The kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that was a house- 
holder, who went out early in the morning to hire laborers into his 
vineyard. And when he had agreed with the laborers for a shilling 
-a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And he went out about the 
third hour, and saw others standing in the marketplace idle; and 
to them he said, Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is 
right I will give you. And they went their way. Again he went 
out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and did likewise. And 
about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others standing; 
and he saith unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle? They 
say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto them, 
Go ye also into the vineyard. And when even was come, the lord of 
the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the laborers, and pay 
them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first. And when 
they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they received 
every man a shilling. And when the first came, they supposed that 
they would receive more; and they likewise received every man a 
shilling. And when they received it, they murmured against the 
householder, saying, These last have spent but one hour, and thou 
hast made them equal unto us, who have borne the burden of the 
day and the scorching heat. But he answered and said to one of 
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them, Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for 
a shilling? Take up that which is thine, and go thy way; it is my 
will to give unto this last, even as unto thee. Is it not lawful for 
me to do what I will.with mine own? or is thine eye evil, because 


am good? So the last shall be first, and the first last. 
Romans 3. 24: We are justified freely by His grace through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus. 


XI. THE BARREN FIG TREE. 
(Luke 13. 1—9.) 

Now there were some present at that very season who tos. 
Jesus of the Galilaeans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their 
sacrifices. And He answered and said unto them, Think ye that 
these Galilaeans were sinners above all the Galilaeans, because they 
have suffered these things? I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repen* 
ye shall all in like manner perish. Or those eighteen, upon whom 
the tower in Siloam fell, and killed them, think ye that they were 
offenders above all the men that dwell in Jerusalem? I tell you, 
Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 

And He spake this parable; A certain man had a fig tre 
planted in his vineyard; and he came seeking fruit thereon and 
found none. And he said unto the vinedresser, Behold, these thre2 
years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it 
down; why doth it also cumber the ground? And he answering 
saith unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig 
about it, and dung it: and if it bear fruit thenceforth, well; but if 
not, thou shalt cut it down. 


Romans 2. 4: Despisest thou the riches of His goodness and for- 
bearance and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God lead- 
eth thee to repentance? 


XII. THE TWO SONS. 
(Matthew 21. 28—32.) 

A man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, 
go work to-day in the vineyard. And he answered and said, I will 
not: but afterward he repented himself, and went. And he came to 
the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: 
and went not. Which of the two did the will of his father? They 
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say, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, that 
the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before 
ou. 
if Matthew 7. 21: Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of My 
Father who is in heaven. 
XIII. THE UNRIGHTEOUS JUDGE. 
(Luke 18. 1—8.) 

And Jesus spake a parable unto them to the end that they 
ought always to pray, and not to faint; saying, There was in a city 
a judge, who feared not God, and regarded not man: and there was 
a widow in that city; and she came oft unto him, saying, Avenge 
me of mine adversary. And he would not for a while: but after- 
ward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard 
man; yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest 
she wear me out by her continual coming. And the Lord said, 

Hear what the unrighteous judge saith. And shall not God avenge 
His elect, that ery to Him day and night, and yet He is longsuffer- 
ing over them? I say unto you, that He will avenge them speedily. 

Psalm 145. 18, 19: Jehovah is nigh unto all them that call upon 
Him, to all that call upon Him in truth. He will fulfil the desire of 
them that fear Him; He also will hear their cry, and will save them. 
XIV. THE PHARISEE AND THE PUBLICAN. 
(Luke 18. 9—14.) 

Christ spake also this parable unto certain who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous, and set all others at nought: 
Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and 
the other a Publican. The Pharisee stoad and prayed thus with 
himself, God, I thank Thee, that I am not as the rest of men, extor- 
tioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in 
the week: I give tithes of all that I get. But the publican, stand- 
ing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but 
smote his breast, saying, God, be Thou merciful to me a sinner. I say 
unto you, This man went down to his house justified rather than 
the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be humbled; 
but he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 


I. Peter 5. 5: God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the 
humble. 
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XV. THE UNMERCIFUL SERVANT. 
(Matthew 18. 21—35.) 


Then came Peter and said to Him, Lord, how oft shall my 
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? until seven times ? 
Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times; but, 
Until seventy times seven. Therefore is the kingdom of heaven 
likened unto a certain king, who would make a reckoning with his 
servants. And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought 
unto him that owed him ten thousand talents. But forasmuch as 
he had not wherewith to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, 
and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be 
made. The servant therefore fell down and worshipped him, say- 
ing, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. And the 
lord of that servant, being moved with compassion, released him, 
and forgave him the debt. But that servant went out, and found 
one of his fellow-servants, who owed him a hundred shillings: and 
he laid hold on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay what 
thou owest. So his fellow-servant fell down and besought him, 
saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee. And he would 
not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay that 
which was due. So when his fellow-servants saw what was done, 
they were exceeding sorry, and came and told unto their lord all 
that was done. Then his lord called him unto him, and saith to 
him, Thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because 
thou besoughtest me: shouldest not thou also have had mercy on 
thy fellow-servant, even as I had mercy on thee? And his lord was 
wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all 
that was due. So shall also my heavenly Father do unto you, if ye 
forgive not every one his brother from your hearts. 


Matthew 6. 14, 15: If ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you. But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 


XVI. THE GOOD SAMARITAN. 
(Luke 10, 25—87.) 


And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and made trial of Him, 
saying, Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? And He 
said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? 
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And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and 
with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself. And He said unto 
him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. But 
he, desiring to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my 
neighbor? Jesus made answer and said, A certain man was going 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho; and he fell among robbers, who 


both stripped him and beat him, and departed, leaving him half 
dead. And by chance a certain priest was going down that way: 
and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. And in like 
manner a Levite also, when he came to the place, and saw him, 
passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he jour- 
neyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he was moved 
with compassion, and came to him, and bound up his wounds, pour- 
ing on them oil and wine; and he set him on his own beast, and 
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brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And on the morrow 
he took out two shillings and gave them to the host, and said, Take 
care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, I, when I come 
back again, will repay thee. Which of these three, thinkest thou, 
proved neighbor unto him that fell among the robbers? And he 
said, He that showed mercy on him. And Jesus said unto him, Go, 
and do thou likewise. _ 

Matthew 5. 7: Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy. 


XVII. THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS. 
(Luke 16. 19—31.) 

Now there was a certain rich man, and he was clothed in pur- 
ple and fine linen, faring sumptuously every day: and a certain 
veggar named Lazarus was laid at his gate, full of sores, and de- 
siring to be fed with the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s 
table; yea, even the dogs came and licked his sores. And it came 
to pass, that the beggar died, and that he was carried away by the 
angels into Abraham’s bosom: and the rich man also died, and was 
buried. And in Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, 
and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he 
éried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Laza- 
rus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my 
tongue; for I am in anguish in this flame. But Abraham said, 
Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, 
and Lazarus in like manner evil things: but now here he is com- 
forted, and thou art in anguish. And besides all this, between us 
and you there is a great gulf fixed, that they that would pass from 
hence to you may not be able, and that none may cross over from 
thence to us. And he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou 
wouldst send him to my father’s house; for I have five brethren; 
that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place 
of torment. But Abraham saith, They have Moses and the pro- 
phets; let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham: 
but if one go to them from the dead, they will repent. And he said 
unto him, If they hear.not Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded, if one rise from the dead. 


Psalm 90. 12: So teach us to number our days, th 
a heart of wisdom. ys, that we may get us 
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XVIII. THE FOOLISH RICH MAN. 
(Luke 12. 183—21.) 

And one out of the multitude said unto Christ, Teacher, bid 

my brother divide the inheritance with me. But He said unto him, 

Man, who made Me a judge or a divider over you? And He said 

unto them, Take heed, and keep yourselves from all covetousness: 

for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things 

which he possesseth. And He spake a parable unto them, saying, 

The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: and 

he reasoned within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have 

not where to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will 

pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all 

my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou 

hast much good laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, 

be merry. But God said unto him, Thou foolish one, this night is 

thy soul required of thee; and the things which thou hast prepared, 

_ whose shall they be? So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, 
and is not rich toward God. 

Matthew 6. 20, 21: Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth consume, and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal: for where thy treasure is, there will thy heart be 
also. 

XIX. THE WICKED HUSBANDMEN. 
(Matthew 21. 33—41.) | 

Jesus said this parable: There was a man that was a house- 
holder, who planted a vineyard, and set a hedge about it, and dig- 
ged a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to husband- 
men, and went into another country. And when the season of the 
fruits drew near, he sent his servants to the husbandmen, to re- 
ceive his fruits. And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat 
one, and killed another, and stoned another. Again, he sent other 
servants more than the first; and they did unto them in like man- 
ner. But afterward he sent unto them his son, saying, They wilk 
reverence my son. But the husbandmen, when they saw the son, 
said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and 
take his inheritance. And they took him, and cast him forth out 
of the vineyard, and killed him. When therefore the lord of the 
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vineyard shall come, what will he do unto those husbandmen? 
They say unto Him, He will miserably destroy those miserable men, 
and will let out the vineyard unto other husbandmen, who shall 
render him the fruits in their seasons. 

John 3. 16: God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, but have 
eternal life. 

XX. THE TEN VIRGINS. 
(Matthew 25. 1—13.) 

The kingdom of heaven shall be likened unto ten virgins, who 
took their lamps, and went to meet the bridegroom. And five of 
them were foolish, and five were wise. For the foolish, when they 
took their lamps, took no oil with them: but the wise took oil in 
their vessels with their lamps. Now while the bridegroom tarried, 
they all slumbered and slept. But at midnight there is a cry, Be- 
hold, the bridegroom! Come ye forth to meet him. Then all those 
virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said unto 
the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are going out. But the 
wise answered, saying, Peradventure there will not be enough for 
us and you: go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 
And while they went away to buy, the bridegroom came; and they 
that were ready went in with him to the marriage feast: and the 
door was shut. Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, 
Lord, Lord, open to us. But he answered and said, Verily I say 
unto you, I know you not.—Watch therefore, for ye know not the 
day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. 


Mark 13. 32: But of that day or that hour knoweth no one, nat eyen 
the angels in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 


XXI. THE TALENTS. be 
(Matthew 25. 14—30.) 

A man, going into another country, called his uwn servants, 
and delivered unto them his goods. And unto one he gave five 
talents, to another two, to another one; to each according to his 
several ability; and he went on his journey. Straightway he that 
received the five talents went and traded with them, and made 
other five talents. In like manner he also that received the two 
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gained other two. But he that received the one went away and 
digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s money. Now after a long 
time the lord of those servants cometh, and maketh a reckoning 
with them. And he that received the five talents came and brought 
other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five tal- 
ents: lo, I have gained other five talents. His lord said unto him, 
Well done, good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a 
few things, I will set thee over many things: enter thou into the joy of 
thy lord. And he also that received the two talents came and said, 
Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: lo, I have gained other 
two talents. His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful 
servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will set thee 
over many things; enter thou into the joy of thy lord. And he also 
that had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee 
that thou art a hard man, reaping where thou didst not sow, and 
gathering where thou didst not scatter; and I was afraid, and went 
away, and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, thou hast thine own. But 
his lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful 
servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather 
where I did not scatter; thou oughtest therefore to have put my 
money to the bankers, and at my coming I should have received 
back mine own with interest. Take ye away therefore the talent 
from him, and give it unto him that hath the ten talents. For 
unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: 
but from him that hath not, even which he hath shall be taken away. 
And cast ye out the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness: 
there shall be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth. 


Luke 12. 48: To whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be 
required: and to. whom they commit much, of him will they ask the 
more. 


XXII. THE JUDGMENT. 
(Matthew 25. 31—46.) 

When the Son of man. shall come in His glory, and all the 
anyels with Him, then shall He sit on the throne of His glory: and 
before Him shall be gathered all the nations: and He shall separate 
them one from another, as a shepherd separateth the sheep frow 
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the goats; and He shall set the sheep on His right hand, but the 
goats on the left. Then shall the King say unto them on Hts 
right hand, Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry, 
and ye gave Me to eat; I was thirsty, and ye gave Me to drink; I 
was a stranger, and ye took Me in; naked, and ye clothed Me; I was 
sick, and ye visited Me; I was in prison, and ye came unto Me. 
Then shall the righteous answer Him, saying, Lord, when saw we 
Thee hungry, and fed Thee? or athirst, and gave Thee drink? And 
when saw we Thee a stranger, and took Thee in? or naked, and 
clothed Thee? And when saw we Thee sick, or in prison, and 
came unto Thee? And the King shall answer and say unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these My 
brethren, even the least, ye did it unto Me. Then shall He say also 
unto them on the left hand, Depart from Me, ye cursed, into the 
eternal fire which is prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was 
hungry, and ye did not give Me to eat; I was thirsty, and ye gave 
Me no drink; I was a stranger, and ye took Me not in; naked, and 
ye clothed Me not; sick, and in prison, and ye visited Me not. Then 
shall they also answer, saying, Lord, when saw we Thee hungry, or 
athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not 
minister unto Thee? Then shall He answer them, saying, Verily 
I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not unto one of these least, ye 
did it not unto Me. And these shall go away into eternal punish- 
ment: but the righteous into eternal life. 


Galatians 6. 7, 8: Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 
For he that soweth unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; 
but he that soweth unto the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal life. 


25. MARY AND MARTHA 


(Luke 10: 38—42.) 

Now as they went their way, He entered into a certain village: 
and a certain woman named Martha received Him into her house. 
And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at the Lord’s feet, 
and heard His word. But Martha was encumbered about much 
serving ; and came unto Him, and said, Lord, dost Thou not care 
that my sister did leave me to serve alone? bid her therefore that 
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she help me. But the Lord answered and said unto her, Martha 
Martha, thou art anxious and troubled about many things: but one 
thing is needful: for Mary hath chosen the good part, which shall 
not be taken away from her. 


Matthew 6. 33: Seek ye first His kingdom, and His righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto you. 
CATECHISM. 


1. What should be the chief concern of man?—Man’s chief concern 
should be the eternal salvation of his soul. 


26. THE MAN BORN BLIND. 
(John 9.) 

And as Jesus passed by, He saw a man blind from his birth. 
And His disciples‘asked Him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this man, 
or his parents, that he should be born blind? Jesus answered, 
Neither did this man sin, nor his parents: but that the works of 
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God should be made manifest in him. We must work the works 
of Him that sent Me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no 
man can work. When He had thus spoken, He spat on the ground, 
and made clay of the spittle, and anointed his eyes with the clay, 
and said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam. He went away 
therefore, and washed, and came seeing. The neighbors therefore, 
and they that saw him aforetime, that he was a beggar, said, Is not 
this he that sat and begged? Others said, It is he: others said, No, 
but he is like him. He said, I am he. They said therefore unto 
him, How then were thine eyes opened? He answered, The man 
that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said 
unto me, Go to Siloam, and wash: so I went away and washed, and 
I received sight. And they said unto him, Where is He? He 
saith, I know not. They bring to the Pharisees him that aforetime 
was blind. Now it was the sabbath on the day when Jesus made 
the clay, and opened his eyes. Again therefore the Pharisees also 
asked him how he received his sight. And he told them how he re- 
ceived his sight. Some therefore of the Pharisees said, This man is 
not from God, because He keepeth not the sabbath. But others said, 
How can a man that is a sinner do such signs? And there was a 
division among them. They say therefore unto the blind man 
again, What sayest thou of Him, in that He opened thine eyes? 
And he said, He is a prophet. 


%. The Jews therefore did not believe concerning him, that 
he had been.blind, and had received his sight, until they called the 
parents of him that had received his sight, and asked them, saying, 
Is this your son, who ye say was born blind? how then doth he now 
see? His parents answered and said, We know that this is our son, 
and that he was born blind: but how he now seeth, we know not; 
or who opened his eyes, we know not: ask him; he is of age; he 
shall speak for himself. These things said his parents, because 
they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that if any 
man should confess Him to be Christ, he should be put out of the 
synagogue. So they called a second time.the man that was blind,and 
said unto him, Give glory to God: we know that this man is a sin- 
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ner. He therefore answered, Whether He is a sinner, I know not:: 
one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see. They said 
therefore unto him, What did He to thee? how opened He thine 
eyes? He answered them, I told you even now, and ye did not 
hear; wherefore would ye hear it again? would ye also become His 
disciples? And they reviled him, and said, Thou art His disciple; 
but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God hath spoken 
unto Moses: but as for this man, we know not whence He is. The 
man answered and said unto them, Why, herein is the marvel, that 
ye know not whence He is, and yet He opened mine eyes. We 
know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worship- 
per of God, and do His will, him He heareth. Since the world 
began it was never heard that any one opened the eyes of a man 
born blind. If this man were not of God, He could do nothing. 
They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in 
sins, and dost thou teach us? And they cast him out. 


3. Jesus heard that they had cast him out: and finding him, 
He said, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? He answered and 
said, And who is He, Lord, that I may believe on Him? Jesus said 
unto him, Thou hast both seen Him, and He it is that speaketh 
with thee. And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped Him. 
And Jesus said, For judgment came I into this world, that they 
that see not may see; and that they that see may become blind. 


John 8. 12: I am the light of the world: he that followeth Me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 


Matthew 11. 5. 6: The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, 
and the poor have good tidings preached to them. And blessed is he, 
whosoever shall find no occasion of stumbling in Me. 


CATECHISM. 


76. Whereby did Christ reveal Himself as the Redeemer, even be- 
fore His death?—Christ revealed Himself as the Redeemer, even before 
His death, by His holy life, in which He perfectly fulfilled the law of 
God in our stead; by His preaching the forgiveness of sins through 
faith in His name; by His miracles, which are all works of life, to 
abolish misery and death. 
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27. PETER’S CONFESSION. THE PASSION 
FORETOLD. CHRIST’S TRANS- 
FIGURATION. 


(Matthew 16. 13—23; 17. 1—9; Luke 9. 28—86.) 


1. Now when Jesus came into the parts of Caesarea Philippi, 
He asked His disciples, saying, Who do men say that the Son of 
man is? And they said, Some say John the Baptist; some, Elijah; 
and others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, 
But who say ye that Iam? And Simon Peter answered and said, 
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered 
and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jonah: for flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father who is in 
heaven. And I also say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades shall not 
prevail against it. 


2. From that time began Jesus to show unto His disciples, 
that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, andsbe killed, and the third 
day be raised up. And Peter took Him, and began to rebuke Him, 
saying, Be it far from Thee, Lord: this shall never be unto Thee. 
But He turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind Me, Satan: 
thou art a stumbling-block unto Me: for thou mindest not the 
things of God, but the things of men. 


3. And after six days Jesus taketh with Him Peter, and 
James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into a high 
mountain apart: and He was transfigured before them; and His 
face did shine as the sun, and His garments became white as the 
light. And behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elijah 
talking with Him. And Peter answered, and said unto Jesus, Lord, 
it is good for us to be here: if Thou wilt, I will make here three 
tabernacles; one for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah. 
While he was yet speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them: and behold, a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him. And ee 
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the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. 
And Jesus came and touched them and said, Arise, and be not 
afraid. And lifting up their eyes, they saw no one, save Jesus only. 
And as they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus com- 
manded them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of 
man be risen from the dead. 


Matthew 10. 32: Every one therefore who shall confess Me before 
men, him will I also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 

Luke 24. 26: Behooved it not the Christ to suffer these things, and 
to enter into His glory? 

John 17. 5: Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own self with the 
glory which I had with Thee before the world was. 

CATECHISM. 

73. Who is Jesus Christ?—He is true God and true man in one per- 

son; my Saviour, Redeemer and Lord. 
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28. THE TEN LEPERS. JESUS AND THE 
CHILDREN. THE RICH YOUNG MAN. 
(Luke 17. 11—19; Mark 10. 13—16; Matthew 19. 16—22.) 

1. And it came to pass, as they were on the way to J erusalem, 
that He was passing along the borders of Samaria and Galilee. 

And as He entered into a certain village, there met Him ten men 
that were lepers, who stood afar off: and they lifted up their voices 
saying, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. And when He saw them, 
He said unto them, Go and show yourselves unto the priests. And 
it came to pass, as they went, they were cleansed. And one of them, 
when he saw that he was healed, turned back, with a loud voice 
glorifying God; and he fell upon his face at his feet, giving Him 
thanks: and he was a Samaritan. And Jesus answering said, Were 
not the ten cleansed? but where are the nine? Were there none 
found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger? And 
He said unto him, Arise, and go thy way: thy faith hath made 
thee whole. 

2. And they were bringing unto Him little children, that He 
should touch them: and the disciples rebuked them. But when 
Jesus saw it, He was moved with indignation, and said unto them, 
Suffer the little children to come unto Me; forbid them not: for lo 
such belongeth the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you, Who- 
soever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he 
shall in no wise enter therein. And He took them in His arms, 
and blessed them, laying His hands upon them. 

3. And behold, one came to Him and said, Teacher, what good. 
thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? And He said unto 
him, Why asketh thou Me concerning that which is good? One 
there is who is good: but if thou wouldst enter into life keep the 
commandments. He saith unto Him, Which? And Jesus said, 
Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt 
not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Honor thy father and 
thy mother; and, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. The 
young man saith unto Him, All these things have I observed: what 
lack I yet? Jesus said unto him, Jf thou wouldst be perfect, go, sell 
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that which thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treas- 
ure in heaven: and come and follow Me. But when the young man 
heard the saying, he went away sorrowful; for he was one that 
had great possessions—And Jesus said unto His disciples, Verily 
I say unto you, It is hard for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go 
through a needle’s eye, than for a rich man to enter into the king- 


dom of God. And when the disciples heard it, they were astonished 
exceedingly, saying, Who then can be saved? And Jesus looking 
upon them said to them, With men this is impossible; but with 
God all things are possible. 


Psalm 103. 1, 2: Bless Jehovah, O my soul; and all that is within 
me, bless His holy name. Bless Jehovah, O my soul, and forget not all 


His benefits. 
Psalm 50. 15: And call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver 


thee, and thou shalt glorify Me. 
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CATECHISM. 

129. Why should infants be baptized?—Infants should be baptized 
because the new life is a divine gift of grace, which the infants are as 
needy and capable of receiving as adults; hence the Lord has explicitly 
promised His kingdom unto them. 


29. JESUS RAISES LAZARUS. 


(John 11.) 

1. Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany. The 
sisters, Mary and Martha therefore sent unto Him, saying, Lord, 
behold, he whom Thou lovest is sick. But when Jesus heard it, 
He said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, 
that the Son of God may be glorified thereby. He abode at that 
time two days in the place where He was. Then after this He saith 
to the disciples, Our friend Lazarus is fallen asleep; but I go, that 
I may awake him out of sleep. The disciples therefore said 
unto Him, Lord, if he is fallen asleep, he will recover. Then Jesus 
therefore said unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. And I am glad for 
your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; 
nevertheless let us go unto him. 

2. So when Jesus came He found that he had been in the tomb 
four days already. And many of the Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary, to console them concerning their brother. Martha 
therefore, when she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met 
Him: but Mary still sat in the house. ,Martha therefore said unto 
Jesus, Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. 
And even now I know that, whatsoever Thou shalt ask of God, God 
will give Thee. Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. 
Martha saith unto Him, I know that he shall rise again in the 
resurrection at the last day. Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrec- 
tion, and the life: he that believeth on Me, though he die, yet shall he 
live; and whosoever liveth and believeth on Me shall never die. Be- 
lievest thou this? She saith unto Him, Yea, Lord: I have believed 
that Thou art the Christ, the Son of God, even He that cometh into 
the world. And when she had said this, she went away, and called 
Mary her sister secretly, saying, The Teacher is here, and calleth 
thee. And she, when she heard it, arose quickly, and went unto 
Him. The Jews then who were with her in the house, and were 
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consoling her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up quickly and 
went out, followed her, supposing that she was going unto the 
tomb to weep there. 

3. Mary therefore, when she came where Jesus was, and saw 
Him, fell down at His feet, saying unto Him, Lord, if Thou hadst 
been here, my brother had not died. When Jesus therefore saw 
her weeping, and the Jews also weeping who came with her, He 
groaned in the spirit, and was troubled, and said, Where have ye 
laid him? They say unto Him, Lord, come and see. Jesus wept. 
The Jews therefore said, Behold, how He loved him! But some of 
them said, Could not this man, who opened the eyes of him that was 
blind, have caused that this man also should not die? Jesus there- 
fore again groaning in Himself cometh to the tomb. Now it was 
a cave, and a stone lay against it. Jesus saith, Take ye away the 
stone. Martha saith unto Him, Lord, by this time the body decay- 
eth; for he hath been dead four days. Jesus saith unto her, Said 
I not unto thee, that, if thow believedst, thou shouldst see the glory of 
God? So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up His eyes, 
and said, Father, I thank Thee that Thou heardest Me. And I knew 
that Thou hearest Me always: but because of the multitude that 

-standeth around I said it, that they may believe that Thou didst 
send Me. And when He had thus spoken, He cried with a loud 
voice, Lazarus, come forth. He that was dead came forth, bound 
hand and foot with grave-clothes; and his face was bound about 
with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him 
go.—Many therefore of the Jews, who beheld that which He did, 
believed on Him. But some of them went away to the Pharisees, 
and told them the things which Jesus had done. The chief priests 
therefore and the Pharisees gathered a council, and from that day 
forth they took counsel that they might put Him to death. 

John 5. 25, 26: Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour cometh, and 
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and they 
that hear shall live. For as the Father hath life in Himself, even so 
gave He to the Son also to have life in Himself. 

CATECHISM. 

110. What do we understand by “‘the resurrection of the body ?”—On 
the last day Christ will raise up all the dead,—the righteous to eternal 
life, the unrighteous to everlasting punishment. 
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30. JESUS’ LAST JOURNEY TO JERUSA- 
LEM. THE BLIND MAN. ZACCHAEUS. 
(Luke 18. 31—48; 19. 1—10.) 

1. Jesus took unto Him the twelve, and said unto them, Be- 
hold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all the things that are written 
through the prophets shall be accomplished unto the Son of man. 
For He shall be delivered up unto the Gentiles, and shall be 
mocked, and shamefully treated, and spit upon: and they shall 
scourge and kill Him: and the third day He shall rise again. And 
they understood none of these things; and this saying was hid 
from them, and they perceived not the things that were said. 

2. And it came to pass, as He drew nigh unto Jericho, a cer- 
tain blind man sat by the way side begging: and hearing a multi- 
tude going by, he inquired what this meant. And they told him, 
that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by. And he cried, saying, Jesus, 
Thou son of David, have mercy on me. And they that went before 
rebuked him, that he should hold his peace: but he cried out the 
more a great deal, Thou son of David, have mercy on me. And 
Jesus stood, and commanded him to be brought unto Him: and 
when he was come near, He asked him, What wilt thou that I 
should do unto thee? And he said, Lord, that I may receive my 
sight. And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy faith hath 
made thee whole. And immediately he received his sight, and fol- 
lowed Him, glorifying God: and all the people, when they saw it, 
gave praise unto God. : 

3. And He entered and was passing through Jericho. And 
behold, a man called by name Zacchaeus ; and he was a chief pub- 
lican, and he was rich. And he sought to see Jesus who He was; 
and could not for the crowd, because he was little of stature. And 
he ran on before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to see Him: 
for He was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, 
He looked up, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come 
down; for to-day I must abide at thy house. And he made haste, 
and came down, and received Him joyfully. And when they saw 
it, they all murmured, saying, He is gone in to lodge with a man 
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that is a sinner. And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord, 
Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I 
have wrongfully exacted aught of any man, I restore fourfold. 
And Jesus said unto him, To-day is salvation come to this house, 
forasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man 
came to seek and save that which was lost. 
I. Timothy 1. 15: Faithful is the saying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Christ Jesus canie into the world to save sinners. 
CATECHISM. 


109. What do we confess with the words: “I believe in the forgive- 
ness of sins?”—The forgiveness of sins is offered in Christ to all man- 
kind, so that through the Holy Ghost every person of every time can 
and may have part therein, according to the will of God. 


31. THE TRIBUTE MONEY, THE GREAT 
SoA MENT: AND THE WIDOW’S 
MITES. 


(Matthew 22; Mark 12. 41—44.) 

1. Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might 
ensnare Him in His talk. And they send to Him their disciples, 
with the Herodians, saying, Teacher, we know that Thou art true, 
and teachest the way of God in truth, and carest not for any one: 
for Thou regardest not the person of men. ‘Tell us therefore, 
What thinkest Thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or 
not? But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why make ye 

trial of Me, ye hypocrites? Show Me the tribute money. And 
they brought unto Him a denarius. And He saith unto them, 
Whose is this image and superscription? They say unto Him, Cae- 
sar’s. Then saith He unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are God’s. 
And when they heard it, they marvelled, and left Him, and went 
away. 

2. On that day a lawyer asked Him a question, trying Him: 
Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law? And He said 
unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
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with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second like unto it is this, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments the whole law 
hangeth, and the prophets. 


3. Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus 
asked them a question, saying, What think ye of the Christ? whose 
son is He? They say unto Him, The son of David. He saith unto 
_ them, How then doth David in the Spirit call Him Lord, saying, 
The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou on My right hand, till 1 
put Thine enemies underneath Thy feet? If David then calleth 
Him Lord, how is He his son? And no one was able to answer 
Him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth ask Him 
any more questions. 


4, And Jesus sat down over against the treasury, and beheld 
now the multitude cast money into the treasury: and many that 
were rich cast in much. And there came a poor widow, and she 
cast in two mites, which make a farthing. And He called unto Him 
His disciples, and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, This 
poor widow cast in more than all they that are casting into the 
treasury: for they all did cast in of their superfluity; but she of her 
want did cast in all that she had, even all her living. 

Romans 13. 7: Render to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is 


due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom 
honor. 


II. Corinthians 9. 7: God loveth a cheerful giver. 
CATECHISM. 


116. What do we pray for in the petition: “Hallowed be Thy 
name?’—God’s name is indeed holy in itself, but we pray in this peti- 
tion that it may be holy among us also. This is done when the Word of 
God is taught in its truth and purity, and we as the children of God also 
lead a holy life in accordance with it. To this help us, dear Father in 
heaven! 
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Il. THE SUFFERING AND DEATH OF 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 


32. THE ANOINTING. THE ENTRY INTO 
JERUSALEM. 


(John 12. 1—8; Matthew 21. 1—9; Luke 19. 41—46.) 
1. Six days before the passover came Jesus to Bethany, where 
Lazarus was, whom Jesus raised from the dead. So they made 
Him a supper there in the house of Simon the leper: and Martha 


served; but Lazarus was one of them that sat at meat with Him. 
Mary therefore took a pound of ointment of pure nard, very pre- 
cious, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her 
hair: and the house was filled with the odor of the ointment. But 
Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, that should betray Him, saith, 
To what purpose hath this waste of ointment been made? This 
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ointment might have been sold for three hundred shillings, and 
given to the poor. And they murmured against her. But Jesus 
said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath wrought a good 
work on Me. For the poor ye have always with you, and whenso- 
ever ye will, ye can do them good: but Me ye have not always. She 
hath done what she could; she hath anointed My body beforehand 
for the burying. Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel 
shall be preached in the whole world, that also which this woman 
‘hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her. 


2. And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem the following 
day, and came unto Bethphage, unto the mount of Olives, then 
Jesus sent two disciples, saying unto them, Go into the village that 
is Over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and 
a colt with her: loose them, and bring them unto Me. And if any 
one say aught unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them 
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and straightway he will send them. Now this is come to pass, that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken through the prophet Zecha- 
riah, saying, Tell ye the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy King 
cometh unto thee, meek, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt 
the foal of an ass. And the disciples went, and did even as Jesus 
appointed them, and brought the ass, and the colt, and put on 
them their garments; and He sat thereon. And the most part of 
the multitude spread their garments in the way; and others cut 
branches from the trees, and spread them in the way. And the 
multitudes that went before Him and that followed, cried, saying, 
Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed is He that cometh in the name 
of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. 


3. And when He drew nigh, He saw the city and wept over it, 
saying, If thow hadst known in this day, even thou, the things which 
belong unto peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. For the 
days shall come upon thee, when thine enemies shall cast up a bank 
about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every 
side, and shall dash thee to the ground, and thy children within 
thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; be- 
cause thou knewest not the time of thy visitation. And He entered 
into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold, saying unto 
them, It is written, And My house shall be a house of prayer: but 
ye have made it a den of robbers. 


I. John 4. 19: We love, because He first loved us. 


Psalm 34. 14: Depart from evil, and do gocd; seek peace, and pur- 
sue it. 

Psalm 26. 8: Jehovah, I love the habitation of Thy house, and the 
place where Thy glory dwelleth. 


CATECHISM. 


72. Of what does the second article of the Christian faith treat ?— 
The second article of the Christian faith treats of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, and of the work of redemption. 
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33. THE PASSOVER, THE WASHING OF 
THE DISCIPLES’ FEET, AND THE 
LORD’S SUPPER. 


(Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22; John 13—15.) 


1. Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is 
called the Passover. And Jesus said unto His disciples, Ye know 
that after two days the feast of the passover cometh, and the Son 
of man is delivered up to be crucified —Then were gathered to- 
gether the chief priests, and the elders of the people, unto the 
court of the high priest, and they took counsel together that they 
might take Jesus by subtlety, and kill Him. But they said, Not 
during the feast, lest a tumult arise among the people. And they 
were afraid of the people. Then Judas Iscariot went and com- 
muned with the chief priests and captains, and said, What will ye 
give me, and I will deliver Him unto you? And when they heard 
it they were glad. And they covenanted to give him thirty pieces 
of silver. And from that time on he sought opportunity to betray 
Him unto them in the absence of the multitude.—And on the first 
day of unleavened bread, His disciples say unto Him, Where wilt 
Thou that we go and make ready that Thou mayest eat the pass- 
over? And He sendeth Peter and John, and saith unto them, Go - 
into the city, and there shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of 
water: follow him; and wheresoever he shall enter in, say to the 
master of the house, The Teacher saith, Where is My guest- 
chamber, where I shall eat the passover with My disciples? And 
he will himself show you a large upper room furnished and ready: 
and there make ready for us. And the disciples went forth, and 
came into the city, and found as He had said unto them: and they 
made ready the passover. And when evening was come He sat down, 
and the twelve apostles with Him. And He said unto them, With 


desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer. 


2. And Jesus arose from supper, and layeth aside His gar- 


ments; and He took a towel, and girded Himself. Then He pour: 
eth water into a basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and 
to wipe them with the towel wherewith He was girded. So He 
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cometh to Simon Peter. He saith unto Him, Lord, dost Thou wash 
my feet? Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou 
knowest not now; but thou shalt understand hereafter. Peter saith 
unto Him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, 
if I wash thee not, thou hast no part with Me. Simon Peter saith 
unto Him, Lord, not.my feet only, but also my hands and my head. 


Jesus saith to him, He that is bathed needeth not save to wash his 
feet, but is clean every whit—So when He had washed their feet, 
and taken His garments, and sat down again, He said unto them, 
Know ye what I have done to you? Ye call Me, Teacher, and, 
Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. If I then, the Lord and the 
Teacher, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one an- 
other’s feet. For I have given you an example, that ye also should 


do as I have done to you. 
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3. When Jesus had thus said, He was troubled in the spirit, 
und testified, and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of 
you shall betray Me.—The disciples looked one on another, doubt- 
ing of whom He spake, and began to say unto Him every one, Is 
it I, Lord? And He answered and said, one of the twelve. He 
that dipped his hand with Me in the dish, the same shall betray 
Me. The Son of man goeth, even as it is written of Him: but woe 


unto that man through whom the Son of man is betrayed! good 
were it for that man if he had not been born—There was at the 
table reclining in Jesus’ bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus 
loved. Simon Peter therefore beckoneth to him, and saith unto 
him, Tell us who it is of whom He speaketh. He leaning back, as 
he was, on Jesus breast saith unto Him, Lord, who is it? Jesus 
therefore answereth, He it is, for whom I shall dip the sop, and 
give it him. So when He had dipped the sop, He taketh and 
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giveth it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. And after the sop, 
then entered Satan into him. And Judas said, Is it I, Rabbi? He 
saith unto him, Thou hast said. He then having received the sop 
went out straightway: and it was night. 


4, And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and 
brake it ; and gave it to the disciples, and said, 

Take eat; this is My body which is given for you: this do in 

remembrance of Me. 


In like manner also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, saying, 

Drink ye all of it; for this is My blood of the new covenant, 

which is poured out for you, for the remission of sins: this 

do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. 


John 13. 35: By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if 
ye have love one to another. 


I. Corinthians 11. 26, 27: For as often as ye eat this bread, and 
drink this cup, ye proclaim the Lord’s death till He come. Wherefore 
whosoever shall eat the bread and drink the cup of the Lora in an un- 
worthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. 


CATECHISM. 


135. What do we receive by thus eating and drinking?—By thus eat- 
ing and drinking we receive the remission of sins, life and salvation; 
as it is stated in the words: “given and poured out for you for the re- 
mission of sins.” 


34. JESUS IN GETHSEMANE. — 
(Matthew 26. 30—46; Luke 22. 39—47.) 

1. And when they had sung a hymn, they went out into the 
mount of Olives. Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be of- 
fended in Me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shep- 
herd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad. But 
after I am raised up, I will go before you into Galilee. But Peter 
answered and said unto Him, If all shall be offended in Thee, I 
will never be offended. Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto 
thee, that this night, before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny 
Me thrice. Peter saith unto Him, Even if I must die with Thee, 
yet will I not deny Thee. Likewise also said all the disciples. 
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2. Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethse- 
mane. There was a garden, into which He entered, Himself and 
His disciples. Now Judas also knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes 
resorted thither with His disciples. And Jesus saith, Sit ye here, 
while I go yonder to pray. And He took with Him Peter and 
James and John, and began to be sorrowful and sore troubled. 
Then saith He unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even 


unto death: abide ye here, and watch with Me. And He went 
forward from them about a stone’s cast; and He kneeled down and 
prayed, saying, My Father, if it be possible. let this cup pass away 
from Me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt. And He 
cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them sleeping, and saith 
unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? What, could ye not watch with 
Me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: 
the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. Again the second 
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time He went away, and prayed, saying, My Father, if this cannot 
pass away, except I drink it, Thy will be done. And He came 
again and found them sleeping. And He left them again, and 
went away, and prayed a third time, saying again the same words. 
And being in an agony He prayed more earnestly; and His sweat 
became as it were great drops of blood falling down upon the 
ground. And there appeared unto Him an angel from heaven, 
strengthening Him. Then cometh He to the disciples, and saith 
unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is 
at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
Arise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that betrayeth Me. 

Hebrews 5, 8: Though He was the Son of God, yet He learned obe- 
dience by the things which He suffered. 

CATECHISM. 


118. What do we pray for in the petition: “Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven?”’—God’s good and gracious will is indeed done 
without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may also be 
done among us, and everywhere, and that every one on the earth may 
‘do His will as cheerfully as the angels in heaven. 


35. JESUS ARRESTED IN GETHSEMANE. 


(John 18. 2—12; Matthew 26. 47—56; Luke 22. 47—54.) 


1, And while Jesus yet spake, lo, Judas came, and with him 
a great multitude with swords and staves. Jesus therefore, know- 
ing all the things that were coming upon Him, went forth, and 
saith unto them, Whom seek ye? They answered, Jesus of Naza- 
reth. Jesus saith unto them, J am He. When He said unto them, 
I am He, they went backward, and fell to the ground. Again there- 
fore He asked them, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of 
Nazareth. Jesus answered, I told you that I am He; if therefore 
ye seek Me, let these go their way. Now he that betrayed Him 
gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that is He: 
take Him. And straightway he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, 
Rabbi; and kissed Him. And Jesus said unto him, Judas, be- 
trayest thou the Son of man with a kiss? Then they came and 
laid hands on Jesus, and took Him. 
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2, And when they that were about Him saw what would fol- 
low, they said, Lord, shall we smite with the sword? And Peter 
drew his sword and struck the high priest’s servant, and cut off 
his right ear. Now the servant’s name was Malchus. Jesus there- 
fore said unto Peter, Put up the sword into the sheath; for all they 
that take the sword shall perish with the sword. The cup which 
the Father hath given Me, shall I not drink it? Or thinkest thou 
that I cannot beseech My Father, and He shall even now send Me 
more than twelve legions of angels? How then should the scrip- 
tures be fulfilled, that thus it must be? And He touched his ear, 
and healed him. To the multitude Jesus said, Are ye come out as 
against a robber with swords and staves to seize Me? I sat daily 
in the temple teaching, and ye stretched not forth your hands 
against Me: but this is your hour, and the power of darkness. 
Then all the disciples left Him and fled. 


John 10. 18: No one taketh My life away from Me, but I lay it down 
of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 
again. 

CATECHISM, 

69. Did God leave mankind to perish in this state of sin and misery? 
No; God in His mercy resolved from all eternity to redeem fallen man- 
kind by His only begotten Son. 


36. JESUS BEFORE THE COUNCIL. PETER’S 
DENIAL, JUDAS’ DEATH. 
(Matthew 26. 57—27. 8; Mark 14. 58—72; Luke 22. 54—71; John 18. 12—27.) 
1. So the band and the chief captain, and the officers of the 
Jews, seized Jesus and bound Him, and led Him to Annas first; 
for he before this had been high priest, and was father in law to 
Caiphas. The high priest asked Jesus of His disciples, and of His 
teaching. Jesus answered, I have spoken openly to the world; I 
ever taught in synagogues, and in the temple, where all the Jews 
come together; and in secret spake I nothing. Why askest thou 
Me? Ask them that heard Me, what I spake unto them. And 
when He had said this, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus 
with his hand, saying, answerest Thou the high priest so? Jesus 
answered, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if 
well, why smitest thou Me? 
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2. Annas therefore sent Jesus bound unto Caiphas the high 
priest, where all the chief priests and the scribes and the elders 
were come together. Now the chief priests and the whole council 
sought false witness against Jesus, that they might put Him to 
death; and they found it not. Though many false witnesses came, 
yet their witness agreed not together. But afterward came two, 
and said, This man said, I will destroy this temple that is made 
with hands, and in three days I will build another made without 
hands. And not even so did their witness agree together. And 
the high priest stood up and asked Jesus, Answerest Thou no- 
thing? What is it which these witness against Thee? But Jesus 
held His peace. And the high priests said unto Him, I adjure Thee 
by the living God, that Thou tell us, whether Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of God the Blessed. Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said, I am: 
nevertheless I say unto you, Henceforth ye shall see the Son of man 
sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming on the clouds of 
heaven. Then the high priest rent his garments, saying, He hath 
spoken blasphemy, what further need have we of witness? What 
think ye? And they all condemned Him and, said, He is worthy 
of death. Then did they spit in His face and buffet Him. And 
some smote Him with the palms of their hands, blindfolded Him, 
saying, Prophesy unto us, Thou Christ: who is he that struck 
Thee? And many other things spake they against Him, reviling 
Him. ; 

3. And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another dis- 
ciple. Now that disciple was known unto the high priest, and 
entered in with Jesus into the court of the high priest; but Peter 
was standing at the door without. So the other disciple went out 
and spoke unto her that kept the door, and brought in Peter. And 
he went in and was sitting with the officers. The maid therefore 
that kept the door saith unto Peter, Art thou also one of this 
man’s disciples? But he denied, saying I neither know, nor under- 
stand what thou sayest: and he went out into the porch; and the 
cock crew. Now the servants and the officers were standing there, 
having made a fire of coals in the midst of the court; for it was 
cold; and they were warming themselves. Peter also was with 
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them, standing and warming himself. And another maid saw him, 
and saith unto them that were there, This man also was with Jesus 
of Nazareth. They said therefore unto him, Art thou also one of 
His disciples? And again he denied with an oath, I know not the 
man. And after a little while they that stood by came and said 
to Peter, Of a truth thou also art one of them; for thou art a 
Galilaean; for thy speech maketh thee known. Peter therefore 


denied again, and began to curse and to swear, I know not this 
man of whom ye speak. And straightway the second time the cock 
crew. And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter 
remembered the word of the Lord, how that He said unto him, 
Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny Me thrice. And Peter 
went out, and wept bitterly. 


4. Now when morning was come, all the chief priests and the 
elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put Him to 
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death: and they bound Him, and led Him away into the Prae- 
torium, and delivered Him up to Pontius Pilate the governor. And 
it was early. Then Judas, who betrayed Him, when he saw that 
He was condemned to death, repented himself, and brought back 
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, I 
have sinned in that I betrayed innocent blood. But they said, 
What is that to us? See thou to it. And he cast down the pieces 
of silver into the sanctuary, and departed; and he went away and 
hanged himself. And the chief priests took the pieces of silver, 
and said, It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is 
the price of blood. And they bought with them the potter’s field,. 
to bury strangers in. That field is called, The field of blood, unto, 
this day. 

I. Peter 2. 23: Christ, when He was reviled, reviled not again; when 
He suffered, threatened not; but committed Himself to Him that judgeth 
righteously. 

I. Corinthians 10, 12: Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall. 

CATECHISM. 


380. What does God forbid in the Ninth Commandment?—God for- 
bids perjury and all manner of falsehood in speech and action, likewise 
treachery, slander, and deceit of every kind. 


27. JESUS BEFORE PILATE AND HEROD. 


(John 18. 28—38; Luke 23. 1—12.) 


1. And the Jews themselves entered not into the Praetorium, 
that they might not be defiled, but might eat the passover. Pilate 
therefore went out unto them, and saith, What accusation bring ye 
against this man? They answered, If this man were not an evil- 
doer, we should not have delivered Him up unto thee. Pilate 
therefore said unto them, Take Him yourselves, and judge Him 
according to your law. The Jews said unto Him, It is not lawful for 
us to put any man to death. And they began to accuse Him, saying, 
We found this man perverting our nation, and forbidding to give 
tribute to Caesar, and saying that He Himself is Christ a King. 
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Pilate therefore entered again into the Praetorium, and called 
Jesus, and said unto Him, Art Thou the King of the Jews? Jesus 
answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if My kingdom were of 
this werld, then would My servants fight, that I should not be de- 
livered to the Jews. Pilate therefore said, Art Thou a King then? 
Jesus answered, Thou sayest it, I am a King. To this end have I 
been born, and to this end am I come into the world, that I should 
bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth 
My voice. Pilate saith unto Him, What is truth? And when he 
had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto 
them, J find no crime in Him. 

2. But they were the more urgent, saying, He stirreth up the 
people, teaching throughout all Judaea and beginning from Galilee 
even unto this place. But when Pilate heard Galilee, he asked 
whether the man were a Galilaean. And when he knew that He 
was of Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him unto Herod, who himself 
also was at Jerusalem in these days. Now when Herod saw Jesus, 
he was exceeding glad: for he was of a long time desirous to see 
Him, because he had heard concerning Him; and he hoped to see 
some miracle done by Him. And he questioned Him in many 
words. But Jesus answered him nothing. And the chief priests 
and the scribes stood, vehemently accusing Him. And Herod with 
his soldiers set Him at nought, and mocked Him, and arraying 
Him in gorgeous apparel sent Him back to Pilate. And Herod and 
Pilate became friends with each other that very day: for before 
they were at enmity between themselves. 

I. Peter 2. 22: Christ did no sin, neither was guile found in His 
mouth. 

Hebrews 7. 26: Such a high priest became us, holy, guileless, un- 
defiled, separated from sinners, and made higher than the heavens. 


CATECHISM. 


76. Whereby did Christ reveal Himself as the Redeemer even before 
His death?—Christ revealed Himself as the Redeemer, even before His 
death, by His holy life, in which He perfectly fulfilled the law of God in 
our stead; by His preaching the forgiveness of sins throngh faith in His 
name; by His miracles, which are all works of life, to abolish misery 
and death. 
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38. JESUS CONDEMNED TO DEATH. 


(Matthew 27. 15—30; Mark 15. 6—19; Luke 23. 18—25; John 18. 39—19. 16.) 

1. And Pilate called together the chief priests and the rulers 
and the people, and said unto them, Ye brought unto me this man, 
as one that perverteth the people. Behold, I, having examined 
Him before you, found no fault in this man touching those things 
whereof ye accuse Him: no, nor yet Herod: for he sent Him back 
unto us; and behold, nothing worthy of death hath been done by 
Him. I will therefore chastise Him, and release Him.—Now at 
the feast the governor was wont to release unto the multitude one 
prisoner, whom they would. And they had then a notable prisoner, 
called Barabbas, who in the insurrection had committed murder. 
When therefore the people were gathered together, Pilate said, 
Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is 
called Christ, the King of the Jews? For he perceived that for 
envy the chief priests had delivered Him up.—And while he was 
sitting on the judgment-seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have 
thou nothing to do with that righteous man; for I have suffered 
many things this day in a dream because of Him.—Now the chief 
priests and elders persuaded the multitudes that they should ask 
for Barabbas, and destroy Jesus. And they cried out all together, 
saying, Away with this man, and release unto us Barabbas. Pilate 
saith unto them, What then shall I do unto Jesus who is called 
Christ? They shouted, saying, Crucify, crucify Him. And he 
said unto them the third time, Why, what evil hath this man done? 
I have found no cause of death in Him: I will therefore chastise 
Him and release Him. - But they cried out exceedingly, Crucify 
Him. And their voices prevailed. 

2. Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged Him. Then 
the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium, and 
gathered unto Him the whole band. And they stripped Him, and 
put on Him a scarlet robe. And they platted a crown of thorns 
and put it upon His head, and a reed in His right hand; and they 
kneeled down before Him, and mocked Him, saying, Hail, King 
of the Jews! And they struck Him with their hands, and took the 
reed and smote Him on the head, and spat upon Him, and bowing 
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their knees worshipped Him. And Pilate went out again to the 
Jews, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring Him out to you, that ye 
may know that I find no crime in Him. Jesus therefore came out, 
wearing the crown of thorns and the purple garment. And Pilate 
saith unto them, Behold, the man! When therefore the chief priests 
and the officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, Crucify Him, cru- 
cify Him! Pilate saith unto them, Take Him yourselves, and 


crucify Him: for I find no crime in Him. The Jews answered 
him, We have a law, and by that law He ought to die, because He 
made Himself the Son of God. When Pilate therefore heard this 
saying, he was more afraid; and he entered into the Praetorium 
again, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art Thou? But Jesus gave 
him no answer. Upon this Pilate sought to release Him. But the 
Jews cried out, saying, If thou release this man, thou art not the 
Caesar’s friend: everyone that maketh himself a King speaketh 
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against Caesar. Pilate therefore brought Jesus out, and saith unto 
them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We 
have no King but Caesar. So when Pilate saw that he prevailed 
nothing, but rather that a tumult was arising, he took water, and 
washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of 
the blood of this righteous man; see ye to it. And all the people 
answered and said, His blood be ‘on us, and on our children! And 
Pilate, wishing to content the multitude, released unto them 
Barabbas; but Jesus, when he had scourged Him, he delivered up 
to their wilt to be crucified. 


Isaiah 53. 5: He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised 
for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was Eber Him; and 
with His stripes we are healed. 


John 1. 29: Behold, the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of 


the world! 
CATECHISM. 


78. Why is the death of Christ the most important fact in the re- 
demption?—The death of Christ is the most important fact in redemp- 
tion, because we, lost sinners, could be redeemed neither by precept nor 
example, but only by the all-sufficient offering in the suffering and 
dying of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


39. CHRIST’S DEATH ON THE CROSS. 


(Matthew 27. 31—56; Mark 15. 20—41; Luke 23. 26—49; John 19. 17—39.) 


1. And when they had mocked Jesus, they took off from Him 
the purple robe, and put on Him His garments, and led Him away 
to crucify Him. And He went out,-bearing the cross for Himselt. 
And as they led Him away, they found aman coming from the 
country, Simon of Cyrene by name; him they compelled to go with 
them, and laid on him the cross, to bear it after Jesus. And there 
followed Him a great multitude of the people, and of women who 
bewailed and lamented Him. But Jesus turning unto them said, 
Weep not for Me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. 
For the days are coming, in which they shall say to the mountains, 
Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us. For if they do these things 
in the green tree, what shall be done in the dry? And there were 
also two others, malefactors, led with Him to be put to death. 
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2, And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that 
is to say, The place of a skull, they gave Him wine to drink mingled 
with gall: and when He had tasted it, He would not drink. There 
they crucified Him and the malefactors, one on the right hand and 
the other on the left, and Jesus in the midst. And the Scripture 
was fulfilled, which saith, He was numbered with the transgressors 
(Isaiah 53. 12.) And it was the third hour, when they crucified 


Him. And Jesus said, Father forgive them; for they know not what 
they do. (1). 

3. And Pilate wrote a superscription in Hebrew, Latin and 
Greek, and put it on the cross. And there was written, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews. Many Jews read this title, for the 
place where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city. The chief 
priests therefore said to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews; 
but, that He said, I am King of the Jews. Pilate answered, What 
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I have written I have written—The soldiers therefore took His 
garments and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also the 
coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top through- 
out. They said therefore one to another, Let us not rend it, but 
cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be ful- 
filled, which saith, They parted my garments among them and 
upon my vesture did they cast lots. These things therefore the 


soldiers did. And they sat and watched Him there. And the peo- 
ple stood beholding. And they that passed by railed on Him, 
wagging their heads, and saying, Ha! Thou that destroyest the 
temple, and buildest it in three days, save Thyself: if Thou art the 
Son of God, come down from the cross. In like manner also the 
chief priests mocking Him, the scribes and elders, said, He saved 
others; Himself He cannot save. Let the Christ, the King of 
Israel, now come down from the cross, that we may see and believe. 
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4, And one of the malefactors that were hanged railed on 
Him, saying, Art not Thou the Christ? save Thyself and us. But 
the other answered, and rebuking him said, Dost thou not even 
fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we in- 
deed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this 
man hath done nothing amiss. And he said, Jesus, remember me 
when Thou comest-in Thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, 
Verily I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise. (2). 


5. But there were standing by the cross of Jesus His mother, 
and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Mag- 
dalene. When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple 
standing by whom He loved, He said unto His mother, Woman, 
behold thy son! Then saith He to the disciple, Behold, thy mother! 
(3). And from that hour the disciple took her into his own house. 


6. Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the 
land until the ninth hour, the sun’s light failing. And about the 
ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Hli, Eli, lama 
sabachthant? that is, My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me? (4). And some of them that stood there, said, This man 
ealleth Elijah. 


7. After this Jesus, knowing that all things are now finished, 
that the scripture might be accomplished, saith, I thirst. (5). 
There was set there a vessel full of vinegar. And one ran, and 
filling a spongé full of vinegar, put it on a reed, and gave Him to 
drink. 

8. When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, He said, 
It is finished! (6). And Jesus cried again with a loud voice, say- 
ing, Father into Thy hands I commend My spirit. (7%). And 
having said this, He bowed His head, and yielded up His spirit. 

9. And behold, the veil of the temple was rent in two from 
the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake; and the rocks were 
rent; and the tombs were opened; and many bodies of the saints 
that had fallen asleep were raised; and coming forth out of the 
tombs after His resurrection they entered into the holy city and ~ 
appeared to many. Now the centurion, and they that were with 
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him watching Jesus, when they saw the earthquake, and the things 
that were done, feared exceedingly, saying, Truly this was a right- 
eous man and the Son of God. And all the multitudes, that came 
together to this sight, when they beheld the things that were done, 
returned smiting their breasts. 

II. Corinthians 5, 21: Him who knew no sin God made to be sin on 
our behalf; that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 


I. Peter 2. 24: Christ His own self bare our sins in His body upon 
the tree, that we, having died unto sins, might live unto righteousness; 
by whose stripes ye were healed. 

CATECHISM. 

77. Whereby did Christ accomplish our redemption? — Christ 
accomplished our redemption by His suffering and death, in which He 
endured, in our stead, the wrath of God against sin, thereby redeeming 
us from sin, Satan and death. 


40. THE BURIAL OF JESUS. 


(Matthew 27. 57—66; Mark 15. 42—47; Luke 23. 50—56; John 19. 31—42.) 


1. The Jews therefore, because it was the Preparation, that 
the bodies should not remain on the cross upon the sabbath, asked 
of Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be 
taken away. The soldiers therefore came, and brake the legs of 
the first, and of the other that was crucified with Him. But when 
they came to Jesus, and saw that He was dead already, they brake 
not His legs: but one of the soldiers with a spear pierced His side, 
and straightway there came out blood and water. These things 
came to pass, that the scripture might be fulfilled, A bone of Him 
shall not be:broken. And again another scripture saith, They shall 
look on Him whom they pierced. 


2. And behold, a rich man named Joseph of Arimathaea, a 
councillor, a good and righteous man, who had not consented to 
their counsel and deed, who also himself was looking for the king- 
dom of God; he boldly went in unto Pilate, and asked for the body 
of Jesus. And Pilate marvelled if He were already dead: and call- 
ing unto him the centurion, he asked him whether He had been 
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any while dead. And when he learned it of the centurion, he 
granted the corpse to Joseph. And he bought a linen cloth, and 
took the body down. And there came also Nicodemus, he who at 
the first came to Jesus by night, bringing a mixture of myrrh and 
aloes, about a hundred pounds. So they took the body of Jesus, 
and bound it in linen cloths with spices, as the custom of the 
Jews is to bury. Now in the place where He was crucified there 
was a garden; and in the garden a new tomb, Joseph’s own new 
tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock, where never man had 
yet lain. There then because of the Jew’s Preparation (for the 
tomb was nigh at hand) they laid Jesus. And they rolled a great 
stone to the door of the tomb, and departed. And the women, who 
had come with Him out of Galilee, followed after and sitting over 
against the sepulchre, beheld where and how His body was laid. 
And on the sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 


3. Now on the next day, the chief priests and the Pharisees 
were gathered unto Pilate, saying, Sir, we remember that that de- 
ceiver said while He was yet alive, After three days I rise again. 
Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third 
day, lest haply His disciples come and steal Him away, and say 
unto the people, He is risen from the dead: and the last error will 
be worse than the first. Pilate said unto them, Ye have a guard: 
go, make it as sure as ye can. So they went, and made the sepul- 
chre sure, sealing the stone, the guard being with them. 


Psalm 16. 10: Thou wilt not leave my soul in Sheol; neither wilt 
Thou suffer Thy holy one to see corruption. 


CATECHISM. 


79. Of what importance is Christ’s burial?—Christ’s burial is a testi- 
mony that He had really died. 
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IV. THE GLORIOUS EXALTATION OF 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 


41. THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


(Matthew 28. 1—8; Mark 16. 1—8; Luke 24. 1—12; John 20. 1—10.) 


1. And when the sabbath was past, as it began to dawn toward 
the first day of the week, behold, there was a great earthquake; 
for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and 
rolled away the stone from the door of the tomb, and sat upon it. 
His appearance was as lightning, and his raiment white as snow. 
And for fear of him the watchers did quake, and became as dead 
men.—And very early, when the sun was risen, there came Mary 
Magdalene. and Mary the mother of James. and Salome unto the 
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tomb to anoint Him. And they were saying among themselves, 
Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the tomb? And 
looking up, they see that the stone is rolled back: for it was ex- 
ceeding great. And entering into the tomb, they saw a young man 
sitting on the right side, arrayed in a white robe; and they were 
amazed. And he saith unto them, Be not amazed: ye seek Jesus, 
the Nazarene, who hath been crucified; He is risen, even as He said. 
Behold, the place where they laid Him! But go, tell His disciples 
and Peter, He goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see 
Him, as He said unto you. And they went out, and fled from the 
tomb; for trembling and astonishment had come upon them: and 
they said nothing to any one; for they were afraid. 


2. Mary Magdalene runneth therefore, and cometh to Simon 
Peter, and to the other disciples whom Jesus loved, and saith, They 
have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where 
they have laid Him. Peter therefore, and the other disciple, went 
forth toward the tomb. And the other disciple outran Peter, and 
came first to the tomb; and stooping and looking in, He seeth the 
linen cloths lying: yet entered he not in. Simon Peter therefore 
also cometh, following him, and entered into the tomb; and he be- 
holdeth the linen cloths lying, and the napkin, that was upon His 
head, rolled up in a place by itself. Then entered in the other 
disciple also, who came first to the tomb, and he saw, and believed. 
For as yet they knew not the scripture, that He must rise again 
from the dead. So the disciples went away again unto their own 
home. 

II. Timothy 2. 8: Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead. 


I. Corinthians 15. 17—19: If Christ hath not been raised, your faith 
is vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they also that are fallen asleep 
in Christ have perished. If we have only hoped in Christ in this life, we 
are of all men most pitiable. 

CATECHISM. 

81. Of what importance is the resurrection of Christ?—The resur- 
rection of Christ clearly establishes the redemption as all-sufficient for 
all eternity. It is, therefore, the foundation of all faith, the source eé 


all new life, and a positive pledge for our future resurrection and per-~ 
fection. 
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42. JESUS APPEARS TO MARY AND THE 
OTHER WOMEN. 


(Matthew 28. 8—15; John 20. 11—17.) 


1. But Mary was standing without at the tomb weeping. So, 
as she wept, she stooped and looked into the tomb; and she behold- 
eth two angels in white sitting, one at the head, and one at the 
feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, 
Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they 
have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid 
Him. When she had thus said, she turned herself back, and be- 
holdeth Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus 
saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? Whom seekest thou? 
She, supposing Him to be the gardener, saith unto Him, Sir, if 
Thou hast borne Him hence, tell me where Thou hast laid Him, 
and I will take Him away. Jesus saith unto her, Mary! She 
turneth herself, and saith unto Him in Hebrew, Rabboni; which 
is to say, Teacher. Jesus saith to her, Touch Me not; for 1 am not 
yet ascended unto My Father: but go unto My brethren, and say 
to them, I ascend unto My Father and your Father, and My God 
and your God. Mary Magdalene cometh and telleth the disciples, 
I have seen the Lord; and that He had said these things unto her! 


2. And when the women went to bring His disciples word, 
behold, Jesus met them saying, All haii! And they came and 
took hold of His feet, and worshipped Him. Then saith Jesus unto 
them, Fear not: go tell My brethren that they depart into Galilee, 
and there shall they see Me. 

3. Now while they were going, behold, some of the guard came 
into the city, and told unto the chief priests all the things that 
were come to pass. And when they were assembled with the elders, 
and had taken counsel, they gave much money unto the soldiers, 
saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole Him away 
while we slept. And if this come to the governor’s ears, we will 
persuade him, and rid you of care. So they took the money, and 
did as they were taught. And this saying was spread abroad 
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among the Jews, and continueth until this cay. 
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John 16. 20: Your sorrow shall be turned into joy. 
Revelation 1. 18: I was dead, and behold, I am alive for evermore, 
and I have the keys of death and of Hades, 


CATECHISM. 


39. Can we in any way escape the curse of the law and be saved ?— 
We can escape the curse, and be saved through the Grace of God, by 
which the gospel of Jesus Christ is given to us and faith in the same 
worked in us. 


43. JESUS APPEARS TO TWO DISCIPLES 
ON THE WAY TO EMMAUS. 


(Luke 24. 18—35.) 


1. And behold, two of them were going that very day to a 
village named Hmmaus, which was threescore furlongs (714 miles) 
from Jerusalem. And they communed with each other of all 
these things which had happened. And it came to pass, while 
they communed and questioned together, that Jesus drew near, 
and went with them. But their eyes were holden that they 
should not know Him. And He said unto them, What com- 
munications are these that ye have one with another, as ye walk, 
looking sad? And one of them, named Cleopas, answering said 
unto Him, Dost Thou alone sojourn in Jerusalem and not know 
the things which are come to pass there in these days? And He 
said unto them, What things? They said unto Him, The things 
concerning Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed 
and word before God and all the people: and how the chief priests 
and our rulers delivered Him up to be condemned to death, and 
crucified Him. But we hoped that it was He who should redeem 
Israel. Yea and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 
things came to pass. Moreover certain women of our company 
amazed us, having been early at the tomb; and when they found 
not His body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of 
angels, who said He was alive. And certain of them that were with 
us went to the tomb, and found it even so as the women had said: 
but Him they saw not. And He said unto them, O foolish men, 
and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 
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Behooved it not the Christ to suffer these things, and enter into His 
glory? And beginning from Moses and from all the prophets, He 
interpreted to them in all scriptures the things concerning Him- 
self. 

®. And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they were 
going: and He made as though He would go further. And they 
constrained Him, saying, Abide with us; for it is toward evening, 


and the day is now far spent. And He went in to abide with them. 
And it came to pass, when He had sat down with them to meat, 
He took the bread and blessed; and breaking it He gave it to them. 
And their eyes were opened, and they knew Him. And He vanished 
out of their sight. And they said one to another, Was not our 
heart burning within us, while He opened to us the scriptures? 
And they rose up that very hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and 
found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them, 
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saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. And 
they rehearsed the things that happened in the way, and how He 
was known of them in the breaking of the bread. 


Matthew 18. 20: Where two or three are gathered together in My 
name, there am I in the midst of them. 


John 5. 39: Ye search the scriptures, because ye think that in them 
ye have eternal life; and these are they which bear witness of Me. 


CATECHISM. 


70. How did God prepare mankind for redemption?—God prepared 
mankind for redemption by the promise given in paradise, by the preach- 
ing of the prophets, and by various typical institutions in the old 
covenant. 


44. JESUS APPEARS TO THE OTHER DIS= 
CIPLES. THOMAS. 


(Luke 24. 36-—49; John 20. 19—29.) 


1. When it was evening, on that day, the first day of the 
week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and saith un- 
to them, Peace be wnto you. But they were terrified and affrighted 
and supposed that they beheld a spirit. And He said unto them, 
Why are ye troubled and wherefore do questionings arise in your 
heart? See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; for a spirit 
hath not flesh and bones, as ye behold Me having. And when He 
had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet, and His 
side. The disciples therefore were glad, when they saw the Lord. 
And while they still disbelieved for joy, and wondered, He said unto 
them, Have ye here anything to eat? And they gave Him a piece 
of a boiled fish and a honeycomb. And He took it, and ate before 
them. Jesus therefore said to them again, Peace be unto you: as 
the Father hath sent Me, even so sent I you. And when He had 
said this, He breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye 
the Holy Spirit: whose soever sins ye forgive, they are forgiven unto 
them; whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 

2. But Thomas was not with them when Jesus came. The 
other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. 
But he said unto them, Except I shall see in His hands the print 
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of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and 
put my hand into His side, I will not believe. And after eight 
days again His disciples were within, and Thomas with them. 
Jesus cometh, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and 
said, Peace be unto you. Then said He to Thomas, Reach hither 
thy finger, and see my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and put 
it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. Thomas an- 
swered and said unto Him, My Lord and my God. Jesus saith un- 
to him, Because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed: blessed are 
they that have not seen, and yet have believed. 


John 16. 22: I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and 
your joy no one taketh away from you. 


UW. Corinthians 5. 7: We walk by faith, not by sight. 


CATECHISM. 


85. In which passage of the Holy Scriptures do we find the humilia- 
tion and the exaltation of Christ briefly described?—We find the 
humiliation and the exaltation of Christ briefly described in the 
passage Philippians 2. 5—11, which is as follows: Let this mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who, being in the form 
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God; but made Himseif 
of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men. And being found in fashion as a man, 
He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given 
Him a name which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God, the Father. 


45. THE RISEN LORD IN GALILEE. 


(John 21. 1—19.) 


1. After these things Jesus manifested Himself again to the 
disciples at the sea of Tiberias. He manifested Himself on this 
wise. There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas, and Na- 
thanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other 
disciples. Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say 
unto him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and entered 
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the boat; and that night they took nothing. But when the day 
was now breaking, Jesus stood on the beach: yet the disciples 
knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus therefore saith unto them, 
Children, have ye aught to eat? They answered Him, No. And 
He said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the boat and 
ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to 
draw it for the multitude of fishes. That disciple therefore whom 
Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. So when Simon 
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he cast himself into the sea. But 
the other disciples came in the little boat, dragging the net full 
’ of fishes. So when they got out upon the land, they see a fire of 
coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread. Jesus saith unto 
them, Bring of the fish which ye have now taken. Simon Peter 
therefore went up, and drew the net to land, full of great fishes, 
a hundred and fifty and three. And for all there were so many, 
the net was not rent. Jesus saith unto them, Come, and break 
your fast. And none of the disciples durst inquire of Him, Who 
art thou? knowing that it was the Lord. Jesus cometh, and taketh 
the bread, and giveth them, and the fish likewise. 


2. So when they had broken their fast, Jesus saith to Simon 
Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me more than these? He 
saith unto Him, Yea, Lord; Thou knowest that I love Thee. He 
saith unto him, Feed My lambs. He saith to him again a second 
time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me? He saith unto Him, 
Yea, Lord; Thou knowest that I love Thee. He saith unto him, 
Tend My sheep. He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou Me? Peter grieved because He said unto him 
the third time, Lovest thou Me? And he said unto Him, Lord, Thou 
knowest all things; Thou knowest that I love Thee. Jesus saith 
unto him, Feed My sheep. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When 
thou wast young, thou girdest thyself, and walkedst whither thou 
wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt streteh forth thy 
hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou 
wouldest not. Now this He spake, signifying by what manner of 
death he should glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He 
saith unto him, Follow Me. 
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John 14. 23: If a man love Me, he will keep My word: and My 
Father will love him, and We will come unto him, and make Our abode 
with him. 


I. John 4, 19: We love Christ, because He first loved us. 


CATECHISM. 

86. What is the substance of your faith in Jesus Christ?—I believe 
that Jesus Christ—true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and 
also true man, born of the Virgin Mary—is my Lord, who has redeemed, 
purchased and delivered me, a lost and condemned creature, from all 
Sins, from death and from the power of Satan, not with silver or gold, 
but with His holy, precious blood, and with His innocent suffering and 
death; that I might be His own, live under Him in His kingdom, and 
serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness; even 
as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns in all eternity. 


46. CHRIST’S ASCENSION INTO HEAVEN. 


(Matthew 28. 16—20; Mark 16. 15—16; Luke 24. 50—53; Acts 1. 3—14.) 


1. But the eleven disciples went into Galilee, unto the moun- 
tain where Jesus had appointed them. And when they saw Him, 
they worshipped Him; but some doubted. And Jesus came to 
them and spake unto them, saying, 

All authority hath been given unto Mein heaven and on earth. 

Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptize 

ing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 

I commanded you. And lo, I am with you always, even un- 

to the end of the world. He that believeth and is baptized 

shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned. 

And these signs shall accompany them that believe: in My 
name shall they cast out demons; they shall speak with new 
tongues; they shall take up serpents, and if they drink any deadly 
thing, it shall in no wise hurt them; they shall lay hands on the 
sick, and they shall recover. 

2. And Jesus showed Himself unto His disciples forty days 
and spake to them the things concerning the kingdom of God. 
And, being assembled together with them, He charged them not to 
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father. 
For John indecd baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with 
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the Holy Spirit not many days hence. They therefore, when they 
were come together, asked Him, saying, Lord, dost Thou at this 
time restore the kingdom of Israel? And He said unto them, It is 
not for you to know times or seasons, which the Father hath set 
within His own authority. But ye shall receive power, when the 
Holy Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth. 


3. And He led them out until they were over against Bethany: 
and He lifted up His hands, and blessed them. And itcame to pass, 
while He blessed them, He parted from them, and was carried up into 
heaven. As they were looking, He was taken up; and a cloud re- 
ceived Him out of their sight, and He sat down at the right hand of 
God. And they worshipped Him. And while they were looking 
steadfastly into heaven, behold two men stood by them in white 
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apparel; who also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye looking 
into heaven? This Jesus, who was received up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye beheld Him going into 
heaven. Then returned they unto Jerusalem with great joy, and 
were continually in the temple, blessing God. 


Psalm 110. 1: Jehovah saith unto my Lord, Sit Thou at My right 
hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool. 


John 17. 24: Father, I desire that they also whom Thou hast given 
Me be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory, which Thou 


hast given Me. } 
CATECHISM. 


83. What do you mean by the words: He sitteth at the right hand 
of God, the Almighty Father?—Christ is in heaven in the perfection of 
His divine nature, and to Him, as the glorified Son of man, the Almighty 
Father has given all power in heaven and on earth, and as eternal 
Prophet, eternal Priest and eternal King, He enlightens, intercedes for, 
and governs His Church. 


Nees tie ESTABLISHMENTS OF THE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 


47. THE OUTPOURING OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT. 


(Acts 2.) 


1. And when the day of Pentecost was now come, the dis- 
ciples were all together in one place. And suddenly there came 
from heaven a sound as of the rushing of a mighty wind, and it 
filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared 
unto them tongues parting asunder, like as of fire; and it sat upon 
each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and 
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utter- 
ance. Now there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, 
from. every nation under heaven. And when this sound was heard, 
the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that 
every man heard them speaking in his own language. And they 
were all amazed and marvelled, saying, Behold, are not all these 
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that speak Galileans? And how hear we, every man in ourows 
language wherein we were born? We hear them speaking in our 
tongues the mighty works of God. And they were all amazed, and 
were perplexed, saying one to another, What meaneth this? But 
others mocking said, They are filled with new wine. 

2. But Peter, standing up with the eleven, said unto them, Ye 
men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, these are not 


drunken, as ye suppose; seeing it is but the third hour of the day. 
But this is that which hath been spoken through the prophet Joel: 
And it shall be in the last days, saith God, I will pour forth of My 
Spirit upon all flesh: and it shall be, that whosoever shall call on 
the name of the Lord shall be saved. Ye men of Israel, hear these 
words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God unto you by 
mighty works and wonders and signs which God did by Him in the 
midst of you, even as ye yourselves know; Him ye by the hand of 
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lawless men did crucify and-slay. This Jesus did God raise up, 
whereof we all are witnesses. It was not possible that He should 
be holden by death. Being therefore at the right hand of God 
exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy 
Spirit, He hath poured forth this, which ye see and hear. Let all 
the house of Israel therefore know assuredly, that God hath made Him 
both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom ye crucified. 


3. Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their 
heart, and said to the apostles, Brethren, what shall we do? Peter 
said, Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. For to you is the promise, and to your children, 
and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall 
call unto Him.—They then that received his word were baptized: 
and there were added unto them in that day about 3000 souls. 


4. And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread and the prayers. And fear 
came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done 
through the apostles. And all that believed were together, and had 
all things common. And they sold their possessions and goods, 
and parted them to all, according as any man had need. And day 
by day, continuing stedfastly with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread at home, they took their food with gladness and 
singleness of heart, praising God, and having favor with all people. 
And the Lord added to them day by day those that were saved. 

John 15. 26: When the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto: 


you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from 
the Father, He shall bear witness of Me. 


Ezekiel 36. 27: I will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to 
walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep Mine ordinances, and do them. 


CATECHISM. 


88. What do we believe concerning the Holy Spirit?—We believe 
that the Holy Spirit is the third person in the Holy Trinity, with the 
Father and the Son, true and eternal God, a Lord and distributer of all 
gifts, who enables us to come to Christ, our Lord, and to remain with 
Him forever. 
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48. THE HEALING OF THE LAME MAN AT 
THE DOOR OF THE TEMPLE. ~— 


(Acts 3 and 4.) 


1. Now Peter and John were going up into the temple at the 
hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. And a certain man lame 
from his birth was carried, whom they laid daily at the door of the 
temple, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple. Seeing 
Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive 
an alms. But Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but what 
I have, that I give thee. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
walk. And he took him by the right hand, and raised him up: 
and immediately his feet and his anklebones received strength. 
And leaping up, he stood, and began to walk; and he entered with 
them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. 

2. And all the people saw him walking and praising God. 
And as he held Peter and John, all the people ran together unto 
them in the porch that is called Solomon’s, greatly wondering. 
When Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, 
why marvel ye at this man? Or why fasten ye your eyes on us, 
as though by our own power or godliness we had made him to 
walk? The God of our fathers hath glorified His Servant Jesus: 
whom ye delivered up, and denied before the face of Pilate, when 
he had determined to release Him. Ye asked for a murderer to be 
granted unto you, and killed the Prince of life; whom God raised 
from the dead; whereof we are witnesses. Yea, the faith in His 
name hath given this man this perfect soundness in the presence 
of you all. And now, brethren, I know that in ignorance ye did it, 
as did also your rulers. Repent ye therefore, and turn again, that 
your sins may be blotted out—And many of them that heard the 
word believed; and the number of the men came to be about 5000. 

3. And as they spake unto the people, the priests and the 
captain of the temple came upon them, being sore troubled because 
they taught the people, and proclaimed in Jesus the resurrection 
from the dead. And they laid hands on them, and put them in 
ward. And on the morrow their rulers and elders and scribes 
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gathered together, and inquired, By what power, or in what name, 
have ye done this? Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said 
unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders, if we this day are 
examined concerning a good deed done to an impotent man, by 
what means this man is made whole; be it known unto you all, and 
to all the people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even in 
Him doth this man stand here before you whole. He is the stone 
which was set at nought of you the builders, which was made the head 
of the corner. And in none other is there salvation: for neither is 
there any other name under heaven, that is given among men, wherein 
we must be saved. 


4. Now when they beheld the boldness of Peter and John, and 
had perceived that they were unlearned men, they marvelled. And 
seeing the man that was healed standing with them, they could 
say nothing against it. For the man was more than forty years 
old. And they charged them not to teach in the name of Jesus. 
But Peter and John answered, Whether it is right in the sight of 
God to hearken unto you rather than unto God, judge ye. For we 
cannot but speak the things which we saw and heard. And they 
threatened them, and let them go, finding nothing how they might 
punish them; for all men glorified God for that which was done. 

Matthew 10. 32: Every one who shall confess Me before men, him 
will I also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 


Il. Timothy 3. 12: Yea, and all that would live godly in Christ Jesus 


shall suffer persecution. 
CATECHISM. 


2. How can you secure the eternal salvation of your soul?—We 
secure the eternal salvation of our soul through faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 


49. ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA. 
(Acts 4. 32—5, 11.) 

1. And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart 
and soul: and not one of them said that aught of the things which 
he possessed was his own; but they had all things common. And 
with great power gave the apostles their witness of the resurrec- 
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tion of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. Neither 
was there among them any that lacked: for as many as were pos- 
sessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices at the 
apostles’ feet: and distribution was made unto each, according as 
any one had need. 


2. But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, 
sold a possession, and kept back a part of the price, his wife also 
knowing of it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the 
apostles’ feet. But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thy 
heart to lie to the Holy Spirit, and to keep back part of the price of 
the land? While it remained, did it not remain thine own? And 
after it was sold, was it not in thy power? How is it that thou 
hast conceived this thing in thy heart? Thou hast not lied unio 
men, but unto God. And Ananias hearing these words fell down 
and gave up the ghost: and great fear came upon all that heard it. 
And the young men arose, carried him out, and buried him. 


3. And it was about the space of three hours after, when his 
wife, not knowing what was done, came in. And Peter answered 
unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much. And she 
said, Yea, for so much. But Peter said unto her, How is it that ye 
have agreed together to try the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the 
feet of them that have buried thy husband are at the door, and 
they shall carry thee out. And she fell down immediately at his 
feet, and gave up the ghost: and the young men came in and found 
her dead, and they carried her out and buried her by her husband. 


And great fear came upon the whole Church, and upon all that 
heard these things. 


Il. Timothy 2. 19: The firm foundation of God standeth, having this 
seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His: and, Let everyone that 
nameth the name of the Lord depart from unrighteousness. 


CATECHISM. 


107. Has the Church already become all that we confess concerning 
it?—The Church has indeed existed at all times as the true Church; but 
has frequently erred and been corrupted; its future perfection. how- 
ever, is certain, according to God’s promise. 
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50. STEPHEN. 


(Acts 6 and 7.) 


1. Now in these days, when the number of the disciples was 
multiplying, the congregation chose seven men to distribute alms; 
among them was Stephen. And the word of God increased; and 
the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem exceedingly; 
and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith. 
And Stephen, full of grace and power, wrought great wonders and 
signs among the people. But there arose certain men and disputed 
with Stephen. And they were not able to withstand the wisdom 
and the Spirit by which he spake. Then they suborned men, who 
said, We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses, 
and against God. And they stirred up the people, and the elders, 
and the scribes, and came upon him, and seized him, and brought 
him into the council. And all that sat in the council, fastening 
their eyes on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel. 


2. And the high priest said, Are these things so? And he 
said, Brethren and fathers, hearken: The God of glory hath chosen 
the children of Israel to be His people and hath led them forth 
with a high arm out of Egypt. Then gave He unto them the law 
at Mount Sinai and the Tent of the Testimony in the wilderness. 
And Solomon built Him a house. Howbeit the Most High dwell- 
eth not in houses made with hands. Ye stiffnecked, ye do always 
resist the Holy Spirit: as your fathers did, so do ye. Which of the 
prophets did not your fathers persecute? and they killed them that 
showed before of the coming of the Righteous One; of whom ye 
have now become betrayers and murderers; ye who received the law 
as it was ordained by angels, and kept it not. Now when they 
heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed 
their teeth. But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, looked up sted- 
fastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing 
on the right hand of God, and said, Behold, I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. 
But they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and 
rushed upon him with one accord; and they cast him out of the 
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city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their garments 
at the feet of a young man named Saul. And they stoned Stephen 
calling upon the Lord, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 
And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not 
this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 
And Saul was consenting unto his death. And devout men buried 
Stephen, and made great lamentation over him. 


Romans 8. 18: For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time 


are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed 
to us-ward. 


Romans 8. 38, 39: For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able - 
to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


THe Eunuca or Ernropta. 275 


CATECHISM. 

122. What do we pray for in the petition: “But deliver us from 
evil?”—We pray in this petition as in a summary that the Father in 
heaven would deliver us from every evil of body and soul; and, finally, 
when our last hour has come, grant us a happy end, and graciously take 
us from this world of sorrow to Himself in heaven. 


51. THE EUNUCH OF ETHIOPIA. 


(Acts 8. 26—40.) 


1. And there arose a great persecution against the Church 
which was in Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad 
throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles. 
And Saul laid waste the church, entering into every house, and 
dragging men and women committed them to prison. They there- 
fore that were scattered abroad went about preaching the word. 
But an angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and 
go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem 
unto Gaza: the same is desert. And he arose and went: and behold, a 
man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace, queen 
of the Ethiopians, who was over all her treasure, who had come to 
Jerusalem to worship; and he was returning and sitting in his 
chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah. 

2. And the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself 
to this chariot. And Philip ran to him, and heard him reading 
Isaiah the prophet, and said, Understandest thou what thou 
readest ? ‘And he said, How can I, except some one shall guide me? 
And he besought Philip to come up and sit with him. Now the 
passage of the scripture which he was reading was this, He was led 
as a sheep to the slaughter. And as a lamb before his shearer is 
dumb, so He openeth not His mouth. In His humiliation His judg- 
ment was taken away: His generation who shall declare? For His 
life is taken from the earth. (Isaiah 53). And the eunuch an- 
swered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet 
this? of himself, or of some other? And Philip opened his mouth, 
and beginning from this scripture, preached unto him Jesus. 

3. And as they went on the way, they came unto a certa™ 
water; and the eunuch saith, Behold, here is water; what doth 
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hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with 
all thy heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded the chariot 
to stand still: and they both went down into the water; and he 

‘baptized him. And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit 
of the Lord caught away Philip; and the eunuch saw him no more, 
for he went on his way rejoicing. 


Matthew 5. 6: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness: for they shall be filled. 


Mark 16. 16: He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved. 


Romans 10. 17: So belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by the 
word of Christ. 
CATECHISM. 


128. What does Holy Baptism require of us?—Holy Baptism requires 
of us that we, by daily contrition and repentance, renounce ail sinful 
longings and desires, and by faith arise to a new life. : 
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52. THE CONVERSION OF PAUL. 


(Acts 9. 1—31.) 

1. But Saul, yet breathing threatening and slaughter against 
the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, and asked of 
him letters to Damascus unto the synagogues, that if he found any 
that were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them 
bound to Jerusalem. And as he journeyed, he drew nigh unto 
Damascus: and suddenly there shone round about him a light out 
of heaven: and he fell upon the earth, and heard a voice saying 
unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me? And he said, Who 
art Thou, Lord? And He said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest : 
but rise, and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou 
must do. And the men that journeyed with him stood speechless, 
hearing the voice, but beholding no man. And Saul arose from 
the earth: and when his eyes were opened, he saw nothing; and 
they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. And 
he was three days without sight, and did neither eat nor drink. 

2. Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named 
Ananias; and the Lord said unto him in a vision: Ananias, arise, 
and go to the street which is called Straight, and inquire in the 
house of Judas for one named Saul, a man of Tarsus: for behold, 
he prayeth ; and he hath seen a man named Ananias coming in, and 
laying his hands on him, that he might receive his sight. But 
Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard from many of this man, 
how much evil he did to Thy saints at Jerusalem: and here he 
hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call upon 
Thy name. But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a 
chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My name before the Gentiles and 
kings, and the children of Israel: for I will show him how many 
things he must suffer for My name’s sake. And Ananias departed, 
and entered into the house; and laying his hands on him said, 
Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, who appeared unto thee in the 
way which thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mayest receive thy 
sight, and be filled with the Holy Spirit. And straightway there 
fell from his eyes as it were scales, and he received his sight; and 
he arose and was baptized; and he took food and was strengthened. 
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3. And he was certain days with the disciples that were at 
Damascus. And straightway in the synagogues he proclaimed 
Jesus, that He is the Son of God. And when many days were ful- 
filled, the Jews took counsel together to kill him: but their plot be- 
came known to Saul. And they watched the gates also day and 
night that they might kill him: but his disciples took him by night, 
and let him down through the wall, lowering him in a basket. And 
when he was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the 
disciples: and they were all afraid of him, not believing that he was 
a disciple. But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the 
apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the 
way, and that He had spoken to him, and how at Damascus he had 
preached boldly in the name of Jesus. And he was with them 
going in and going out at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name 
of the Lord. But they were seeking to kill him. And when the 
brethren knew it, they brought him down to Caesarea, and sent 
him forth to Tarsus. So the Church throughout all Judaea and 
Galilee and Samaria had peace, being edified; and walking in the 
fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit was mul- 
tiphed. 

Proverbs 16. 9: A man’s heart deviseth his way, but Jehovah di- 
recteth his steps. 


Psalm 189. 23, 24: Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, 
and know my thoughts; and see if there be any wicked way in me, and 
lead me in the way everlasting. 


CATECHISM. 

92. What is meant by the calling of the Holy Ghost?—We distin- 
guish between a general and a special calling. In the general calling 
the Holy Ghost invites all mankind to enter into the kingdom of God. 
In the special calling the Holy Ghost brings the general calling so effec- 
tually to the individual person, that he is compelled to either accept or 
reject it. 

53. THE CONVERSION OF THE CENTURION 
CORNELIUS. 
(Acts 10—11. 18.) 
1. There was a certain man in Caesarea, Cornelius by name, 
a centurion, a devout man, and one that feared God with all his 
house, who gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God al- 
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ways. He saw in a vision openly, as it were about the ninth hour 
of the day, an angel of God coming in unto him, and saying to him, 
Cornelius. And he, fastening his eyes upon him, and being 
affrighted, said, What is it, Lord? And He said unto him, Thy 
prayers and thine alms are gone up for a memorial before God. 
And now send men to Joppa, and fetch one Simon, who is sur- 
named Peter: he lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is 
by the sea side; he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do. And 
when the angel that spake unto him was departed, he called two of 
his household servants, and a devout soldier, and sent them to 
Joppa. 

2. Now on the morrow, as they drew nigh unto the city, Peter 
went up upon the housetop to pray, about the sixth hour: and he 
became hungry, and desired to eat. But while they made ready, he 
fell into a trance; and he beholdeth the heaven opened, and a 
certain vessel descending, as it were a great sheet, let down by four 
corners upon the earth: wherein were all manner of four-footed 
beasts and creeping things of the earth and birds of the heaven. 
And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill and eat. But 
Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is 
common and unclean. And a voice came unto him again the 
second time, What God hath cleansed, make not thou common. And 
this was done thrice: and straightway the vessel was received up 
into heaven. Now while Peter was much perplexed in himself what 
the vision which he had seen might mean, behold, the men that 
were sent by Cornelius, having made inquiry for Simon’s house, 
stood before the gate, and called and asked whether Peter were 
lodging there. And the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men 
seck thee. But arise, and get thee down, and go with them, no- 
thing doubting: for I have sent them. And Peter went down to 
the men, and said, Behold, I am he whom ye seek: what is the 
cause wherefore ye are come? So they told him all, and he called 
them in and lodged them. 

3, And on the morrow he arose and went forth with them, 
and certain of the brethren from Joppa accompanied him. And 
Cornelius was waiting for them, having called together his kins- 
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men and his near friends. And when Peter entered, Cornelius met 
him, and fell down at his feet, and worshipped him. But Peter 
raised him up, saying, Stand up; I myself also am a man. And 
Cornelius told him all what had occurred, and why he had sent to 
him, and said, Now therefore we are all here present in the sight of 
God, to hear all things that have been commanded thee of the 
Lord. And Peter-opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I per- 
ceive that God is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he 
that feareth Him, and worketh righteousness, is acceptable to Him. 
Ye know the word which God sent unto the children of Israel, 
preaching good tidings of peace by Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all:) 
whom they slew. Him God raised up the third day. And He 
charged us to preach unto the people, and to testify that this is He 
who is ordained of God to be the Judge of the living and the dead. 
To Him bear all the prophets witness, that through His name every 
one that believeth on Him shall receive remission of sins. While 
Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Spirit fell on all them that 
heard the word. And the Jews that believed were amazed, as 
many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was 
poured out the gift of the Holy Spirit. For they heard them speak 
with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, Can any 
man forbid the water, that these should not be baptized, who have 
received the Holy Spirit as well as we? And he commanded them 
to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then prayed they him 
to tarry certain days. 


John 10. 16: And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold; 
them also I must bring, and they shall hear My voice; and they shall 
become one flock, one shepherd. 


Romans 10. 17: So belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by the 
word of Christ. 
CATECHISM. 


90. By what means does the Holy Ghost accomplish this work?— 
The Holy Ghost works by the word of God and the holy sacraments, ~ 
which are the means of grace instituted by God. 
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54. PETER’S MIRACULOUS DELIVERANCE. 
(Acts 12. 1—17.) 


1. Now about that time Herod the king put forth his hands 
to afflict certain of the Church. And he killed James the brother 
of John with the sword. And when he saw that it pleased the 
Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. And those were the days 
of unleavened bread. And when he had taken him, he put him in 
prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to guard 
him; intending after the Passover to bring him forth to the people. 
But prayer was made earnestly of the Church unto God for him. 


2. And the last night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, 
_ bound with two chains: and guards before the door kept the prison. 
And behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light shined 
in the cell: and he smote Peter on the side, and awoke him, saying, 
Rise up quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands. And the 
angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And 
he did so. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, 
and follow me. And He went out, and followed; and he knew not 
that it was true which was done by the angel, but thought he saw 
a vision. And when they were past the first and the second guard, 
they came unto the iron gate that leadeth into the city; which 
opened to them of its own accord: and they went out, and passed 
on through one street; and straightway the angel departed from 
him. And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know 
of a truth, that the Lord hath sent forth His angel and delivered 
me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the 
people of the Jews. And when he had considered the thing, he 
came to the house of Mary the mother of Mark: where many were 
gathered together and were praying.. And when he knocked at 
the door of the gate, a maid came to answer, named Rhoda. And 
when she knew Peter’s voice, she opened not the gate for joy, but 
ran in, and told that Peter stood before the gate. And they said 
unto her, Thou art mad. But Peter continued knocking: and when 
they had opened, they saw him, and were amazed. But he, beckon- 
ing unto them with the hand to hold their peace, declared unto 
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them how the Lord had brought him forth out of the prison. And 
he said, Tell these things unto James, and to the brethren. And 
he departed, and went to another place. 

Psalm 34. 7: The angel of Jehovah encampeth round about them 
that fear Him, and delivereth them. 


Hebrews 1. 14: Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to do 
service for the sake of them that shall inherit salvation? 


CATECHISM. 


46. What is the meaning of: God is all-wise?—God ordains and di- 
rects all things to His own glory and to the salvation of man. 


55. FIRST MISSIONARY TOUR OF THE 
APOSTLE PAUL. 


(Acts 13 and 14.) 


1. Now there were at Antioch, where the disciples of Jesus 
were first called Christians, prophets and teachers. And as they 
ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, Separate 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 
Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on 
them, they sent them away. And when they had gone through the 
whole island of Cyprus unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, 
a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar-Jesus ; who was with 
the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of understanding. The same 
called unto him Barnabas and Saul, and sought to hear the word 
of God. But the sorcerer sought to turn aside the proconsul from 
the faith. But Saul, who is also called Paul, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, fastened his eyes on him, and said, O full of all guile and 
all villainy, thou son of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, 
wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord? And 
now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be 
blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And immediately there fell 
on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking some to 
lead him by the hand. Then the proconsul, when he saw what was 
done, believed, being astonished at the teaching of the Lord. 

®. Now Paul and his company set sail from Paphos, and came 
to Perga in Pamphylia: and thence to Antioch, of Pisidia. And 
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they went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, ana preached 
unto the Jews the gospel of Jesus Christ. And wher the Jews were 
gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these words 
might be spoken to them the next sabbath. And the next sabbath 
almost the whole city was gathered together to hear the word of 
God. But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with 
jealousy, and contradicted the things which were spoken by Paul, 
and blasphemed. And Paul and Barnabas spake out boldly, and 
said, It was necessary that the word of God should first be spoken 
to you. Seeing ye thrust it from you, and judge yourselves un- 
worthy of eternal life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. And as the 
Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of God: 
and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed. And the 
word of the Lord was spread abroad throughout all the region. 
But the Jews stirred up a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, 
and cast them out of their borders. But they shook the dust of 
their feet against them, and came unto Iconium. 

3. In Iconium the apostles tarried a long time speaking boldly 
in the Lord, who bare witness unto the word of His grace, granting 
signs and wonders to be done by their hands. But the multitude 
of the city was divided; and part held with the Jews, and part with 
the apostle. And when there was made an onset, to treat them 
shamefully and to stone them, they fled unto the cities of Lycaonia, 
Lystra and Derbe, and there they preached the gospel. And at 
Lystra there sat a certain man, a cripple from his birth, who never 
had walked. The same heard Paul speaking: who fastening his 
eyes upon him, and seeing that he had faith to be made whole, said 
with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped up 
and walked. And when the multitude saw what Paul had done, 
they lifted up their voice, saying, The gods are come down to us in 
the likeness of men. And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, 
Mercury, because he was the chief speaker. And the priest of 
Jupiter brought oxen and garlands unto the gates, and would have 
done sacrifice with the multitudes. But the apostles rent their 
garments, and said, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men 
of like passions with you, and bring you good tidings, that ye 
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should turn from these vain things unto a living God, who made 
the heaven and the earth and the sea, and all that in them is: who 
hath not left Himself without witness, in that He did good and 
gave you from heaven rains and fruitful seasons, filling your hearts 
with food and gladness. And with these sayings scarce restrained 
they the multitudes from doing sacrifice unto them. But there 
-came Jews thither from Antioch and Iconium: and having per- 
suaded the multitudes, they stoned Paul, and dragged him out of 
the city, supposing that he was dead. But as the disciples stood 
round about him, he rose up, and entered into the city: and on the 
morrow he went forth with Barnabas to Derbe, confirming the 
souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and 
that through many tribulations we must enter into the kingdom ef 
God. And they appointed for them elders im every church. And 
they passed through Pisidia, and Pamphylia, and then sailed to 
Antioch (in Syria). 

Luke 10. 16: He that heareth you heareth Me; and he that rejecteth 
you rejecteth Me; and he that rejecteth Me rejecteth Him that sent Me. 

CATECHISM. 


117. What do we pray for in the petition: “Thy kingdom come?’”’— 
The kingdom of God is indeed established by the redemption; but we 
pray in this petition that we and all others may participate in this king- 
dom, and that the same may be completed in every respect. 


56. SECOND MISSIONARY TOUR OF THE 
APOSTLE PAUL. 


I VATH PPE er 
(Acts 16.) 

1. And Paul chose Silas and afterwards Luke and went 
through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches. In Lystra he 
took Timothy with him. And when they came to Troas, a vision 
appeared to Paul in the night: There was a man of Macedonia 
standing, beseeching him, Come over into Macedonia, and help us. 
And straightway they concluded that God had called them to 
preach the gospel unto them. Setting sail, they made a straight 
course to Hurope and came to Philippi, which is the chief city of 
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Macedonia. And on the sabbath day they went forth without the 
gate by a river side, where they supposed there was a place of 
prayer; and they spake unto the women that were come together. 
And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, heard them . 
whose heart the Lord opened to give heed unto the things which 
were spoken by Paul. And she was baptized, and her household. 


2. And it came to pass, as the apostles were going to the place 
of prayer, that a certain maid having a spirit of divination met 
them, who brought her masters much gain by soothsaying. The 
same following after the apostles, cried out, saying, These men are 
servants of the Most High God, who proclaim unto you the way of 
salvation. But Paul, being sore troubled, turned and said to the 
spirit, I charge thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of 
her. And it came out that very hour. But when her masters saw 
that the hope of their gain was gone, they stirred up the people 
that they rose up together against the apostles. And the magis- 
trates rent their garments off them, and commanded to beat them 
with rods, and cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep 
them safely: who, having received such a charge, cast them into 
the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks. But about 
midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns unto 
God, and the prisoners were listening to them; and suddenly there 
was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison-house 
were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened; and 
every one’s bands were loosed. And the jailor, being roused out of 
sleep and seeing the prison door open, drew his sword and was 
about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 
But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for 
we are all here. And he called for lights and sprang in, and, trem- 
bling for fear, fell down before Paul and Silas, and brought them 
out and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, 
Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house. 
And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their 
stripes. And they spake the word of the Lord unto him, with all 
that were in his house. And he was baptized, he and all his, im- 
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mediately. And he brought them up into his house, and set food 
before them, and rejoiced greatly, with all his house, having be- 
lieved in God. 

II. Corinthiaas 4. 8: We are pressed on every side, yet not strait- 
ened; perplexed, yet not unto despair. 

Mark 16. 16: He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but 
Le that disbelieveth shall be condemned. 

CATECHISM. 

95. What is faith?—Faith is the firm confidence with which the sin- 

ner accepts and retains the grace of God in Christ. 


Tl. AT ATHENS. 
(Acts 17.) 


1. Now when the apostles had left Philippi they came to 
Thessalonica, where was a synagogue or the Jews. And Paul 
opened unto them the scriptures and proclaimed that Jesus is the 
Christ. And some of them were persuaded, and consorted with 
Paul; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief 
women not a few. But the stubborn Jews set the city on an up- 
roar. And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by 
night unto Beroea: who when they were come thither went into the 
synagogue of the Jews. Now these were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of 
mind; examining the scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so. But when the Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge that the 
word of God was proclaimed of Paul at Beroea also, they came 
thither likewise, stirring up and troubling the multitudes. And the 
brethren sent forth Paul and brought him as far as Athens. But 

, Silas and Timothy abode at Thessalonica. 


2. Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was 
provoked within him as he beheld the city full of idols. So he rea- 
soned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and 
in the marketplace every day with them that met him. And eer- 
tain philosophers encountered him, and brought him unto the 
Areopagus, saying, May we know what this new teaching is, which 
is spoken by thee? (Now all the Athenians spent their time in 
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nothing else, but either to tell or hea r some new thing.} ~ And Paul 
said, Ye men of Athens, in all things I perceive that ye are very 
religious. For as I passed along, and observed the objects of your 
worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, To An Un- 
known God. What therefore ye worship in ignorance, this I set, 
forth unto you. The God that made the world and all things 
therein, He, being Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in tem- 
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ples made with hands, but He is not far from each one of us: for in 
Him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain even of your 
own poets have said, For we are also His offspring. Being then 
the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is 
like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and device of man. 
The ‘times of ignorance thezefore God overlooked; but, now), lie 
eommandeth men that they should all everywhere repent; inés- 
much as He hath appointed a day in which He will judge the, world 


Aste) Tuirp MISsIoNARY TouR OF THE APOSTLE PAUL. 


in righteousness by the man whom He hath ordained; whereof He 
hath given assurance unto all men, in that He hath raised Him 
from the dead. Now when they heard of the resurrection of the 
dead, some mocked; but others said, We will hear thee concerning 
this yet again. Thus Paul went out from among them. But certain 
men clave unto him, and believed. After these things he departed 
from Athens, and came to Corinth, and dwelt there a year and six 
months, teaching the word of God among them, Thereafter he 
returned to Antioch. 


John 5. 39: Ye search the scriptures, because ye think that in them 
ye have eternal life; and these are they which bear witness of Me. 


Psalm 33. 183—15: Jehovah looketh from heaven; He beholdeth all 
the sons of men; from the place of His habitation He looketh forth upon 
all the inhabitants of the earth, He that fashioneth the hearts of them 
all, that considereth all their works. 


CATECHISM., 


49. What is the meaning of: God is just?—God is just in all His 
ways; He deals with every one according to his needs; He rewards the 
good and punishes the evil. 


57. THIRD MISSIONARY TOUR OF THE .. 
APOSTLE PAUL. 
(Acts 19 and 20.) 

1. And after Paul had spent some time in Antioch, he de- 
parted, and went over all the country of Galatia and Phrygia in 
order, strengthening the disciples. And he came to Hphesus, and 
abode there two years and three months, teaching them the things 
concerning the kingdom of God, so that all they that dwelt in Asia 
Minor, heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. And 
God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul, and the word 
of the Lord grew, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 

2. And about that time there arose no small stir concerning 
the Way. For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who 
made silver shrines of Diana, brought no little business unto the 
craftsmen: whom he gathered together, with the workmen of like 
occupation, and said, Sirs, ye know that by this business we have 
eur wealth. And ye see and hear, that not alone at Ephesus, but 
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almust throughout all Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and turned 
-away much people, saying that they are no gods, that are made 
with hands: and not only is there danger that this our trade come 
into disrepute; but also that the temple of the great goddess Diana 
be n.ade of no account, whom all Asia and the world worshippeth. 
And when they heard this they were filled with wrath, and ‘cried 
out, saying, Great is Diana of the Ephesians. And the city was 
filled with the confusion: and they rushed with one accord into 
the theatre, having seized Paul’s companions in travel. And when 
Paul was minded to enter in unto the people, the disciples suffered 
him net. And certain also of the Asiarchs, being his friends, sent 
unto him and besought him not to adventure himself into the 
theatre. Some therefore cried one thing, and some another: for 
the asse.nbly was in confusion; and the more part knew not where- 
fore the; were come together. And all with one voice about the 
space of two hours cried out, Great is Diana of the Ephesians. And 
when the townclerk had quieted the multitude he spoke unto them, 
and thei; dismissed the assembly. 

3: éind after the uproar ceased, Paul having sent for the dis- 
eiples ani exhorted them, took leave of them, and departed to go 
into Macedonia. And when he had gone through those parts, and 
had given them much exhortation, he came into Greece. And 
when he had spent three months there, and a plot was laid against 
him by thi? Jews as he was about to set sail for Syria, he determined 
to return through Macedonia. And he sailed away from Philippi 
and came to 'Troas. And sailing from thence with his companions 
he came ty Miletus. For Paul had determined to sail past Ephesus, 
that he might not have to spend time in Asia; for he was hasten- 
ing, if it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pente- 
cost. Anc from Miletus he sent to Yphesus, and called to him the 
elders of the church. And when they were come to him, he said 
unto them, Ye yourselves know how I served the Lord with all low- 
liness of mind, and with trials which befell me; how I shrank not 
from declaring unto you anything that was profitable, and teaching 
you publicly, and from house to house, testifying both to Jews and 
to Greeks repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
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Christ. And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto J erusalem, 
not knowing the things that shall befall me there: save that the 
Holy Spirit testifieth unto me in every city, saying that bonds and 
afflictions abide me. But I hold not my life of any account as dear 
unto myself, so that I may accomplish my course. And now I 
know that ye shall see my face no more. Wherefore I testify unto 
you this day, that I am pure from the blood of allmen. Take heed 
unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath 
made you bishops to feed the church of the Lord which He pur- 
chased with His own blood. I know that after my departing 
grievous wolves shall enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 
Wherefore watch ye, remembering that by the space of three years 
I ceased not to admonish every one night and day with tears. And 
now I commend you to God, and to the word of His grace, which 
is able to build you up, and to give you the inheritance among all 
them that are sanctified. And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled 
down and prayed with them all. And they all wept sore,.and fell 
on Paul’s neck and kissed him, sorrowing most of all for the word 
which he had spoken, that they should behold his face no more. 
And they brought him on his way unto the ship. 

I. Samuel 12. 20, 21: Serve Jehovah with all your heart: and turn 


ye not aside; for then would ye go after vain things which cannot profit 
nor deliver, for they are vain. 


If. Corinthians 18. 14: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all 


CATECHISM. 


108. What is understood by the “communion of saints?”—By the 
communion of saints we understand that all Christians, as members of 


one body, be united in love, and aid one another in their temporal and 
eternal welfare. 


58. THE APOSTLE PAUL ARRESTED. 
(Acts 21. 17; 26.) 

1, And when Paul and his companions were come to jae 
salem, the brethren received them gladly. And he rehearsed one 
by one the things which God had w rought among the Gentiles 
through his ministry. And when they heard it, they glorified. God. 
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But when the Jews from Asia saw Paul in the temple, they stirred 
up all the multitude and laid hands on him, crying out, Men of 
Israel, help: This is the man that teacheth all men everywhere 
against the people and the law, and this place. And all the city 
was moved, and the people ran together: and they laid hold on 
Paul, and dragged him out of the temple. And as they were seek- 
ing to kill him, tidings came up to the chief captain of the band, 
that all Jerusalem was in confusion. And forthwith he took sol- 
diers and centurions, and ran down upon them; and they 
left off beating Paul. Then the chief captain commanded him to 
be bound with two chains. And as Paul was about to be led into 
the castle he besought the captain to give him leave to speak unto 
the people. And when he had given him leave, Paul, standing on 
the stairs, beckoned with the hand unto the people. And when 
there was made a great silence, he spoke unto them, telling them 
how the Lord Jesus appeared unto him at Damascus and had 
called him to become His witness. And continuing, he said, And 
it came to pass, that when I had returned to Jerusalem, and while 
I prayed in the temple, I fell into a trance, and saw Him saying 
unto me, Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem; be- 
cause they will not receive of thee testimony concerning Me. De- 
part, for I will send thee forth far hence unto the Gentiles. And 
they gave him audience unto this word; and they lifted up their 
voice, and threw off their garments, and cast dust into the air. 
And when the tumult became ereat the chief captain commanded 
him to be brought into the castie. And the night following the 
Lord stood by him, and said, De of good cheer: for as thou hast 
testified concerning Me at Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness 
also at Rome. 

2. And when it was day the Jews banded together, and bound 
themselves under a curse, saying that they would neither eat nor 
drink till they had killed Paul. But Paul’s sister’s son heard of 
their plot, and he came and entered into the castle and told the 
chief captain. And when the chief captain heard of it, he com- 
manded two centurions to make ready 400 soldiers and 70 horse- 
men to bring Paul by night to Felix the governor. So the soldiers, 


. 
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as it was commanded them, brought Paul to Caesarea and delivered 
him unto Feliz. After certain days, Felix came with Drusilla, his 
wife, who was a Jewess, and sent for Paul, and heard him con- 
cerning the faith in Christ Jesus. And as he reasoned of right- 
eousness, and self-control, and the judgment to come, Felix was 
terrified, and answered, Go thy way for this time; and when I have 
,a convenient season, I will call thee unto me. He hoped withal 
‘that money would be given him of Paul: wherefore also he sent for 
him the oftener, and communed with him. 

3. But when two years were fulfilled, Felix was succeeded by 
Festus; and desiring to gain favor with the Jews, Felix left Paul 
in bonds. And Festus sat on the judgment-seat, and commanded 
Paul to be brought. And when he was come, the Jews that had 
come down from Jerusalem stood round about him, bringing 
against him many and grievous charges which they could not prove. 
But Festus, desiring to gain favor with the. Jews, said to Paul, 
Wiit thou go up to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these things 
before me? But Paul said, I am standing before Caesar’s judg- 
ment-seat, where I ought to be judged: to the Jews have I done no 
wrong, as thou also very well knowest. If then I am a wrongdoer, 
and have committed anything worthy of death, I refuse not to die; 
but if none of these things is true whereof these acguse me, no 
man can give me up unto them. I appeal unto Caesar. Then 
Festus answered, Thou hast appealed unto Caesar: unto Caesar 
shalt thou go. 


Matthew 10. 16—18: Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst 
of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. 
But beware of men; for they will deliver you up to councils, and in 
their synagogues they will scourge you; yea and before governors and 
kings shall ye be brought for My sake, for a testimony to them and to 
the Gentiles. 

CATECHISM. 


118. What do we pray for in the petition: “Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven?”—God’s good and gracious will is indeed done 
without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may also be done 
among us, and everywhere, and that every one on the earth may do His 
will as cheerfully as the angels in heaven. 


293: 
59. SHIPWRECK AND ARRIVAL AT ROME. 


(Acts 27 and 28.) 


1, And when it was determined that they should sail for Italy, 
they delivered Paul and certain other prisoners to a centurion 
named Julius, of the Augustan band. And Julius treated Paul 
kindly. And when they came to Sidon, the centurion gave Paul 
leave to go unto his friends and refresh himself. And putting to 
sea from thence, they sailed under the lee of Cyprus, and came to 
Crete. And when much time was spent, and the voyage was now 
dangerous, Paul admonished them to winter in the haven. But 
the centurion gave more heed to the master of the ship, than to 
those things which were spoken by Paul, and the more part advised 
to put to sea from thence. But after no long time there beat down 
a tempestuous wind. And when the ship was caught, and could 
not face the wind, they gave way to it, and were driven. And they 
began to throw the freight and the tackling overboard. And when 
neither sun nor stars shone upon them for many days, and no small 
tempest lay upon them, all hope that they should be saved was now 
taken away. And when they had been long without food, then 
Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye should 
have hearkened unto me, and not have set sail from Crete, and 
have gotten this injury and loss. And now I exhort you to be of 
good cheer; for there shall be no loss of life among you, but only of 
the ship. For there stood by me this night an angel of the God 
whose I am, whom also I serve, saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must 
stand before Caesar: and, lo, God hath granted thee all them that 
sail with thee. Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe 
God, that it shall be even so as it hath been spoken unto me. But 
we must be cast upon a certain island. This day is the fourteenth 
day that ye have taken nothing. Wherefore I beseech you to take 
some food: for this is for your safety: for there shall not a hair 
perish from the head of any of you. And when he had said this, 
and had taken bread, he gave thanks to God in the presence of all; 
and he brake it, and began to eat. Then were they all of good 
cheer, and themselves also took food. And they were in all in the 
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ship 276 souls. And lighting upon a place where two seas met, 
they ran the vessel aground; and the foreship struck and remained 
unmovable, but the stern began to break up by the violence of 
the waves. And the soldiers’ counsel was to kill the prisoners, lest 
any of them should swim out, and escape. But the centurion, de- 
siring to save Paul, stayed them from their purpose; and com- 
manded that they who could swim should cast tuemselves over- 
board, and get first to the land; and the rest, some on planks, and 
some on other things from the ship. «ad so it came to pass that 
they all escaped safe to the land. 

2. And when they were escaped, then they knew that the is- 
land was called Melita (Malta). But the barbarians showed them 
no common kindness: for they kindled a fire, aud received them 
all, because of the present rain, and because of the cold. But when 
Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire, a 
viper came out by reason of the heat, and fastened on his hand. 
And when the barbarians saw this, they said one to another, No 
doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped from 
the sea, yet Justice hath not suffered to live. But he shook off the 
ereature into the fire, and took no harm. And they expected that 
he would have swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly: but when 
they were long in expectation and beheld nothing amiss come to 
him, they changed their minds, and said that he was a god. The 
chief man of the island was named Publius; he received them, and 
entertained them three days courteously. And it was so, that the 
father of Publius lay sick of fever and dysentery: unto whom Paul 
entered in, and prayed, and laying his hands on him healed him. 
And when this was done, the rest that had diseases in the island 
came, and were cured. And after three months they set sail in a 
ship, and landing at Syracuse, they came to Puteoli. And when 
they departed the people of the island honored them with many 
honors and put on board such things as they needed. At Puteoli 
they found brethren, and were entreated to tarry with them seven 
days. And so they came to Rome. And from thence the brethren, 
when they heard of Paul and his companions, came to meet them ; 
whom when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage. And the 
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centurion delivered the prisoners to the chief of the camp: but 
Paul was suffered to abide by himself with the soldier that guarded 
him. And Paul abode two whole years in his own hired dwelling, 
and received all that went in unto him, preaching the kingdom of 
God, and teaching the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ 
with all boldness, none forbidding him. 

Proverbs 3. 5, 6: Trust in Jehovah with all thy heart, and lean not 


upon thine own understanding: in all thy ways acknowledge Him, and 
He will direct. thy paths. 


II. Timothy 4. 18: The Lord will deliver me from every evil work, 
and will save me unto His heavenly kingdom: to whom be the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

II. Timothy 2. 9: The word of God is not bound. 

CATECHISM. 

122. What do we pray for in the petition: “But deliver us from 
evil?”—We pray in this petition as in a summary that the Father in 
heaven would deliver us from every evil of body and soul; and, finally, 
when our last hour has come, grant us a happy end, and graciously take 
us from this world of sorrow to Himself in heaven. 
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APPENDIX I. 


NAMES OF THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE. 
A. THE OLD TESTAMENT. 


1. HISTORICAL BOOKS. 


Genesis. Ruth. 
Exodus. I. and II. Samuel. 
Leviticus. I. and II. Kings. 
Numbers. I. and II. Chronicles. 
Deuteronomy. Ezra. 
Joshua. Nehemiah. 
Judges. Esther. 
2. POETICAL BOOKS. 
Job. Ecclesiastes. 
Psalms. Song of Solomon. 
Proverbs. 
3. PROPHETICAL BOOKS. 
a. THE GREATER PROPHETS. 
Isaiah. Ezekiel. 
Jeremiah. Daniel. 
Lamentations. 
b. THE LESSER PROPHETS. 
Hosea. Nahum. 
Joel. Habakkuk. 
Amos. Zephaniah. 
Obadiah. Haggai. 
Jonah. Zechariah. 
Micah. Malachi. 
B. THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
4. HISTORICAL BOOKS. 
Matthew. John. 
Mark. The Acts. 
Luke. 


2. DOCTRINAL BOOKS. 


(The Epistles.) 
a. THE EPISTLES oF St. PAUL. 


Romans. I. and II. Thessalonians. 
J. and IJ. Corinthians. I. and II. Timothy. 
Galatians. Titus. 
Hphesians. Philemon. 
Philippians. Hebrews. 
Colossians. 
b. THE SEVEN GENERAL EPISTLES. 
James. Teoliaand Tle rohn= 


I. and II. Peter. 


Jude. 


3. PROPHETICAL BOOK. — Revelation. 
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APPENDIX II. 


Biblical Money, Weights, Measures, and Time. 


1. ROMAN MONEY. 
DOLLARS. CENTS. 


1b MOEN So plnd Ih GoGo dios Otto bS dob .cc 8 GeRae ao Saceoe = Y, 
2 mites —1 farthing or penny (Matthew 5. 26; 10. 29; 
INP a Rice 2ep a inet nent ce oteyc tet wiocene ais had Ciate one eds — ys 
iedenarius (Matthew 22-°19)) se)set.ce + oc: arsvevenl earereeisle wre — ily 
LOOM ACHAT UC NLALCHC Wad O: (2S) lbiiecracreros ais seis ciclo cice cts iy — 
2. GREEK MONEY. 
DOLLARS. CENTS. 
WAStacer tC Macene wel fens Wve ere tciersie ate steve ayeleblelogsie sorete rs _ 60 
PCC CLM ae C4 WK OUD YSs, OD \lere-cleus.c's oclslsisterars\ sieveheys le are els. —_— 15 
3. JEWISH MONEY. 
DOLLARS. CENTS. 
ib eneh ty AAR oROe bad SOO” ON eGo S AGO ee CO ae arama to — 3 
MOBS Ones [DOK ADE cece sie ie et apere eke hele ions Sckote tela a loersualere sigue — 30 
MBS ICI] Weyeretertst a ctoto.ctecs) ee sycne lol sisho rs etarshst a pke, sitar he Lorelle tad —_ 60 
HOESHekKels =—— lamManel OF MINA entslece ss o1slere: eve westere ae 30 30 
60 manehs—1 talent (Matthew 18. 24; 25.15)........ 1820 — 
4. JEWISH WEIGHTS. (Troy Weight.) 
LB. OZ. PWT. GR. 
HOTA orators a eere ie! o:ralsversse) oof ove iai.ty ey spsne?ei's — — aa 12.65 
Ha bekAln—— 45 8HeCKEll. seiciersol ele eieisiele's le —_— — 5 6.5 
AMSEC eters ote. kovsrekein nsisators.a siete _ _— 10 te 
emaneh 60) shekels (sc). le ersiiss seis 2 t 12 12 
etalon’ — 60mman ehsi\. 2 5:c,.\ oes) < aie 6 158 al 10 —- 
5. LONG MEASURE. 
FT. IN. 
CIE EROUMINe T= DREAGLMM ielercters eters esta al s/o) ole ciel ele oleic" -— 0.912 
Amat 1S — olan Mid meiewenstiel aretere lay ctelels) setada te cies rice, <1d-ers lere —_ 3.648 
ALLIS == de SPAT Meiers eceetatezeials) ol evs) eieleieiele!eelandleelee’s © — 10.944 
QES Pans MCU On were cerels EiaEaie tora ateleoararavesevele tierce, ayes Apia 9.888 
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6. MEASUREMENT OF DISTANCES. 


MI. YD. FT. 
Tigtadiunr Ons turlone testes seein Bie :s ee cote — 242 — 
5 furlongs—a sabbath day’s journey......... — 1212 — 
2 sabbath day’s journey =1 Oriental mile.... 1 622 — 
1 days journeys (J onains. 3) eerie lier 24 — — 

7. LIQUID MEASURE. 
GAL QT. PT. 
LilOf sic hese aru b alu oayelehere ciate ol olptasciatotsiole eicesta te — —- 0.833 

42 loes ==1 Chin bran, eenc alors ooo eet ee ne eee aL —- 2 
6. hing ="t bath wow cote ease eae eet 7 2 0.5 

10 *baths—==1 conor homeriee. erie eee eee 75 2 1.25 

8. DRY MEASURE. 
BU. PE. QT. PT. 
L-CAD Ms cts tre velerole tis. cfetelters oke cmt aes eeaeete — -= 1 0.833 
DOM OL oe ceratere iste or oa iclels cheserovateta he ttemorate —_ —_ 2 1.1 
PO SCADK oe codisye cin Brahe fale overe wtate vais haere eres — 1 _— 2b. 
3.«seahsi= Lepha’ os.ceiiee ont ene re aoe — 3 —_— 3. 
10 ephas=1 cor or homer (Luke 16.7)... 8 _ _— bt 


9. TIME. 


The Jews reckoned the Civil Day from sun-set one evening to sun- 
set the next. The Ancient Night was divided into three watches, while 
the New Testament Night consisted of four watches. 

First watch from 6 to 9 p. m. 

£econd or middle watch from 9 to 12 p. m. 

Third watch or cock-crowing (Mark 13. 35) from 12 to 3 a. m, 

Fourth watch from 3 to 6 a. m. 

The hours of the day were reckoned from 6 a. m, 


Third hour= 9a. m: 
Sixth hour=12 m. 
Ninth hour=3 p. m. 
Twelfth hour=6 p. m. 
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